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Slim pickings in Davao 
for ‘Idols’; good ones 
“by |S? in Cebu, says Pilita 


‘Men with older brothers, 


same ma likely to he gay’ 


A MAN'S SEXUAL ORI- 
entation appears to be 

determined in the moth- 
er's womb, a new study 


suggests. 


And having several 


older brothers increases 
the likelihood ofa man 
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Israel attacks Gaza to rescue 
teenage soldier, 1st major 
offensive since pullout 
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Isabela mayor gunned down in QC 


By DJ Yap 


MAYOR DELFINITO ALBANO OF ILA- 
gan, Isabela, was known as a down-to- 
earth politician who would part with 
his own shoes upon seeing anyone 
barefoot. 

His programs endeared Albano to 


the townspeople, and, as far as his 
friends and family knew, he had no ene- 
mies. 

Apparently they were wrong. 

On Tuesday night, Albano, 46, was 
shot dead by three bonnet-clad gunmen 
in a well-planned ambush in Quezon 
City, less than two years after he sur- 


vived an attempt on his life in his home- 
town. 

Albano sustained more than 20 gun- 
shot wounds and died instantly, police 
said. He is survived by wife Theresa, 
two daughters, who are twins, and two 
sons. 

The two-term mayor was in a dark. 


gray Isuzu Bighorn, cruising along 
‘Scout Santiago Street, Barangay Laging 
Handa, on his way to meet a friend 
when he was blocked by a white Toyota 
Revo at past 11 p.m. on Tuesday, ac- 

cording to police. 
Wielding 9-mm caliber handguns, 
ISABEL AS 


_ BUSINESS/B1 


aor 
Peso falls $ 
to a new year low 

of P53.575 to $1 


‘THE VICTIM Delfinito Albano, mayor of Ilagan, 
Isabela, i 
Chapels, Araneta Avenue, Quezon City. owruon 


in peace at the Arlington Memorial 


Bishop files impeach bid 
Iñiguez hit 

for meddling 
n gov't affairs 


BISHOP DEOGRACIAS IÑIGUEZ 
yesterday joined the move to im- 
peach President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo, saying he hoped that her 
meeting with Pope Benedict XVI 
would lead to her “conversion.” 


Tiguez is the first member of the influen- 


tial Catholic Bishops Conference of the Philip- 
pines to sign the impeachment case against 
Ms Arroyo. But he stressed that his move was 


a 


personal position and did not reflect his 


stand asa CBCP member. 


Iñiguez and his Kilusang Makabansang 


Ekonomiya filed the third impeachment com- 
plaint against the President in as many days un- 
der an opposition strategy to ensure that the 
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US court OKs $2,000 
payment to rights victims 


AUS COURT HAS AUTHORIZED PARTIAL 
compensation of $2,000 each to about 7,500 
victims of human rights abuses under the late 
Philippine dictator Ferdinand Marcos, a 
lawyer said yesterday. 

Judge Manuel Real of the US District Court 
in Hawail issued the order on Tuesday, but no 
immediate payment can be made because the 
move had been blocked by the Presidential 
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NOT AGAIN! House Secretary General Roberto Nazareno (seated, left) receives an impeachment complaint against 


President Arroyo for the third ti 


Rep. Etta Rosales (third from right), the same complaint will be refiled every day 
for sure when the one-year ban lapses. So, who really knows? 


ve in as many days. Filed by Bishop Deogracias Iñiguez (standing, right) and endorsed by 


week as the opposition does not know 
yowsonooc 


Prosecution ends cross-examination 
of Erap; ex-President confident of win 


By Nelson F Flores 


FORMER PRESIDENT JOSEPH ESTRADA 
wrapped up his testimony on his plunder 
trial yesterday, smiling and declaring “the 
truth has finally come, the truth that I'm 
innocent.” 
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It was Estrada's 11th and last appear- 
ance on the witness stand. The trial will 
resume on July 17 to allow both sides to 
present more evidence. 

‘Stepping off the witness stand after 
prosecutors abruptly ended their cross- 
examination, Estrada told reporters he 


was confident he would be cleared of 
charges he amassed P4 billion from ille- 
gal gambling payoffs, tax kickbacks and 

commissions and perjury. 
‘Special Prosecutor Dennis Villa-Igna- 
cio attempted to present a compact 
PROSECUTION’ A4 


WHERE ANGELS FEAR TO TREAD, Maj, Gen. Jovito Palparan, commander of the Tth Infantry Division, has 
brought the war to the doorsteps of civilian communities in towns and cities throughout Central Luzon. roimoro 


By Tonette Orejas 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 


right in the middle of 
San Jose Gumi in 
Lubao, Pampanga, are 
$ 18 soldiers, their battle 

gear in tow. 
In this fishing village 


front of a basketball court. On the 
floor is a jumble of backpacks, 
combat shoes and sleeping bags. 
LUBAO, PAMPANGA—CAMPED Slung on nails are jackets and 
shirts to dry as rains hit the area. 
stage, 
they pitched a tent as a 
mess hall. Each soldier 
gets a P60 food budget 
daily. The tent doubles 


Barangay 


SPECIAL 
REPORT 


Behind the 


: AFP widens war theater in C. Luzon 


and settled in the midst of a com- 
munity of almost 2,600 people. 

“May laman ang baryo (The vil- 
lage has rebels in it),” says Cpl. 
Raymundo Batnag, explaining 
their presence against the Rebo- 
lusyonaryong Hukbong Bayan, a 
breakaway group of the commu- 
nist New People's Army. 

Their leader, ‘T/Sgt. Cris 


1% Unoermines 
ume 
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An AFP dotachment in the City 
‘of San Fernando in Pampanga. 


located 7 km from the Gapan-San 
Ê Fernando-Olongapo Road, the 
§ soldiers set up base on a stage be- 


as sleeping quarters, with five 
hammocks suspended on rusting 
poles. 


Parang, who has counted 22 years 
fighting the secessionist war in 
Mindanao and communist rebel- 


t 


side the barangay hall and in 
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The soldiers arrived on June 21 
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Palace tells 
Cruz: You’re 
not Pope’s 
spokesman 


By Armand N. Nocum 


MADRID, SPAIN—TURNING THE TA- 
bles on Archbishop Oscar Cruz, Mala- 
cañang accused him of misinterpret- 
ing Pope Benedict XVI's statement of 
support for President Macapagal-Ar- 
a = 

"Archbishop (Cruz) is not the 
spokesperson of the Holy See and (he) 
must not twist the words of the Holy Fa- 
ther, whose prime concerns are the 
plight of the poor and the full engage- 
ment of the Church in‘the spiritual 
realm, not in partisan politics," Press 
Secretary Bunye said at a media brief- 
ing at the Grand Hotel Canarias here.” 

Bunye is part of the delegation of Ms 
Arroyo that visited Italy. The Presi- 
dent's two-day official visit here starts 
tomorrow. 

Cruz on Tuesday said that the pat on 
the back and words of encouragement 
the Pontiff gave Ms Arroyo at the Vati- 
can on Monday was merely a reaction 
to her administration's abolition of the 
death penalty not an endorsement of 
her beleaguered presidency. 

Cruz said Ms Arroyo and her allies 
should not read anything beyond Bene- 
dict’s“welldone” statement. 

He also said that the Pope Knew 
about the “Hello Garci” and other scan- 
dals hounding Ms Arroyo. 

“The President's visit to the Vatican 
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Gov’t wants 
The Hague 
to expel Joma 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


FOLLOWING THE ABOLITION OF THE 
death penalty law, the Arroyo adminis- 
tration is planning to seek the expul- 
sion of Jose Ma, Sison from The Nether- 
lands and force the founder of the Com- 
munist Party of the Philippines to face 
murder charges here. 

Executive Secretary Eduardo Ermita 
yesterday said the recent abolition of 
the death penalty law had eliminated a 
major obstacle to the Philippine gov- 
cernment's bid to get custody of Sison. 

“When I talked to the Dutch amba- 
sador (to the Philippines) more than a 
year ago, I was told that the Dutch gov- 
ernment could not expel Sison because 
of our death penalty. The Dutch gov- 
ernment has a policy of not making 
available a fugitive of justice to a coun- 
try that has the death penalty," Ermita 
told reporters. 

“Now that we have abolished the 
death penalty, can we say that they 
[Dutch authorities) are ready to expel 
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House open to budget compromise 


By Michael Lim Ubac 


THE HOUSE LEADERSHIP IS OPEN TO COM- 
promise on the proposed P1.053 national budget 
for 2006 so long as the Senate gives President 
Macapagal-Arroyo the leeway to spend what she 
wants on her programs, said Majority Leader 


Prospero Nograles. 
Nograles was reacting to a pro- programmed and P37 billion in un- 
posal from Sen. Ralph Recto to end programmed appropriations 
the inipasse over the P64 billion that Nograles said the House allies of 
the’Senate slashed from the budget the President had no problem with 
which the House wanted restored. retaining the Presidents spending 
Recto, the chair of the Senate authority she had requested from, : 
ways and means committee, said the Congress. 
cats could be restored but realigned “To me, a lot of leeway should be 
to improve services in education, given to the President when it comes 
health and agriculture sectors,andto to (disbursing) the budget because 
build more roads and devise mote this will be known as the Gloria 
technologies Macapagal-Amoyo administration. 
But Nograles said the congress- Its not be known as the 13th ; 
men would want co know where the Congress administration,” he said. 
senators would wantto put the mon- He said the name of the President 
ey was at stake, and that “she will rise or 
“¥Gu cannot ust cut the budget by fall on the projects and the programs 
64 billion and then leave it at chat. initiated during her incumbency” 
We have to know and we have to sit Party-list Rep. Joe! Villanueva sup- 
down and negotiate where are we ported a reopening of the stalled 
goingto putall these cuts”"hesaid. talks on the budget, saying, “the least 
Nograles also reminded senators that we can do is to pass the bud- ite... 
that a8 in the past, it was the admin- get” 
istration that initiated programs. He said enacting the budget | CAPTIVES NO MORE a i rA 
E ras would provide sticrer checks and pino oil workers Joseph Doctolero (left) and Pacifico Gajo wave to well-wishers at the Ninoy Aquino International Airport upon their 
‘Congress job balance of the disbursements, and | arrival yesterday following their release from captivity in Nigeria recently. The two inos were kidnapped by rebels from an oil rigin 
“The job of Congress is just to ensure accountability the Niger Delta last week and were released after four days of captivity. peter 
ches whether the programs pro-_ 


poséd by the Executive are OK or č . . 3 
zea Globe sues Smart over ‘unlim 

utive department where to put their 

programs,” he said. 

Each administration has its own By Daxim L. Lucas Globe is complaining about ts ri- Smart and Pilte forthem to offer the them to have the complaint verified, the promo if they offered the same 
iust, “and when the time comes vals pricing scheme where Smart same service and terms to Globe filed under oath, and notarized. That pricing scheme to other networks,” 
that Senators become presidents, GLOBE TELECOM INC. YESTER- andPilel subscribers whosignupfor Telecom. will start the process.” hesaid 
theydont also want Congressto dic- day upped the ante in the war be- the promo will be entitled tosend.an — Globe'sformal complaint cameon With the complaint having been In a statement issued on Tuesday, 
tatetothem what programs to initi- tween the country’s mobile unlimited number of text messages the heels of a meeting held on Tues- filed yesterday, Solis said the NTC Isberto urged Globe to focus on com 
ate,” hg said. phone giants, filing an official anda single five-minute call withina day between representatives of the will now require Smart to answer peng effectively rather than on fil- 
“Tetto said a compromise was the complaint against its rival Smart 24-hour period for a feeofoniyP20. mobile phone rivals and NTC Com- the charges, The firm wil also have ing complaints with regulators. 
nly. way to prevent the budget be- Communications Inc. for alleged The promo is exclusive to users missioner Ronald O. Solis to “show cause” and convince regu- “With our various all-day texting 
ingreenaeted again. “monopolistic practices.” within the Smart and Pitel nerwork. Smarts spokesperson Ramon Is- lators why the promo should not be promos, we have found innovative 

G þiledtopasstheP1.053 In a document submitted to the _ Globe complained thet the promo berto did not immediately replytoa suspended pending the resolution of ways to meet our subscribers’ de- 
ilion 2006 budget proposed by National Telecommunications Com- Constitutes “predatory pricing” and query about its rival's complaint. the case. mand for flatrate SMS packages 
Malacafang when it ended sessions mission (NTC), Globe consumer “unduly disadvantages other wireless In a separate interview, Solis said Solis declined to bare his thoughts without sacrificing the quality of our 
early this month. The House had ap- business group head Ferdinand M. networks which do not have'access hë informed Globe officials that a on the issue, although he did hint network service,” he said. “That's 
profed P1.¢0-uilion budgetinear- de la Cruz said he was authorized by to the same accommodations from formal complaint—ratherthan justa_ that NTC wil apply similar norms to what Globe should do, instead of fil- 

/Apil, but came around tosupport- the firm's board of directors to file the Smart and Piltel nerwork. Jeter to the regulators—was neces- a dispute last year between the same ing complaints with the National 
{ngithé Malacafiang proposal. complaint against Smart and its sis- In his affidavit submitted before sary fortheissuetobeacred on. firms over Smarts old P10 unlimited Telecommunications Commission 

"The: Senate, however, came out ter firm Pilipino Telephone Corp. “for telecommunications regulators, De “Globe wants NTC to treat the calls promo. that aim to deny our subscribers the 
with iesupposedly leaner version of anti-competitive and discriminatory la Cruz said the complaint also case asa formal administrative com- “In that situation, we told them very real benefits of our 25/8 offer- 
P1.27 trilion, slashing P29 billion in stands as an “indirect demand” to plaint,” Solis explained. “So I told that they could only continue with ings.” 


SC upholds Ombudsman’s 
power to suspend officials 


THE SUPREME COURT YES- in a parcel of land they limited only to the recom: 
terday upheld the Office of owned despite the big “No mendation of the penalty of 
the Ombudsman's power to Trespassing’” sign attached to removal, suspension, demo- 
suspend erring officials when the perimeter fence enclosing tion, fine, censure or prosecu- 
itreversed a Court of Appeals the property. tion of a public officer or em- 
ruling that the agency com- _ On Oct. 24, 2001, the Of- ployee found to be at fault. 
mitted “grave abuse of discre- fice of the Ombudsman- The Office of the Ombuds- 
tion” when it suspended 10 Visayas declared all of the re- man elevated the case to the 
Department of Environment spondents, except for Ar- SC. 
and Natural Resources em- regadas, guilty of simple mis- In yesterday's decision, the 
ployees in the Visayas in conduct and suspended them SC said RA 6770 which creat- 
2001. for one month. ed the Office of the Ombuds- 
‘The case stemmed from a The Ombudsman in 2002 man intended the body “to 
criminal complaint filed by denied a motion for reconsid- possess full administrative 
members of the Corominas eration of its decision, disciplinary authority, includ- 
family against Edmondo Ar- promptingtherespondentsto ing the power to impose the 
regadas, Nicomedes Armilla, go to the appellate cour. penalty of removal, suspen- 
Delia Batasin-in, James ` On Oct. 30, 2003, the sion, demotion, fine, censure, 
Fuentes, Oscar Gador, Santos Court of Appeals ruled that or prosecution of a public of- 
Guigayoma Jr, Clarito Mi- despite the correctness of the ficer or employee found to be 
noza, Nelson Obeso, Senen Ombudsman's finding that at fault.” 
Serino, Ernesto Naraja, and the respondents were guilty The high court also cited 
Martin Yase, all employees of of simple misconduct, thean- its Uy v. Sandiganbayan deci- 
theDENR Regional Office No. tigrat body committed sion stating that, “The Philip- 
VII, in Banilad, Mandaue, in grave abuse of discretion in pine Ombudsman, as protec- 
Cebu province. imposing the penalty of a tor of the people, is armed 
‘The Corominas family al- one-month suspension. with the power to prosecute 
leged that the DENR employ- The appellate court said erring public officers and em- 
ees had conspired to trespass the Ombudsman’ power was ployees.” Nelson R Flores 
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Estafa raps vs 2 lawyers pressed 


rane umaa ‘THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT lion each for a case that they respondents in their motions 
vans has denied the appeal of won for their client, Aerocom which dealt with the same is- 
lawyers Luis Lokin Jr. and Investorsand ManagersIne. sues that had been thoroughly 

Salvador Hizon to reverse its Lokin, Hizon, Raval and Supli- reviewed by his office. 
recommendation that they be co, whoisnowa congressmanfor He directed the Pasig City 
charged with estafa for al- Toilo, were parmers in the Raval Prosecutors Office to file charges 
legedly depriving their law Suplico and Lokin Law Offices of estafa against Lokin and Hi- 

parmers of their share of at- which entered imo an agreement zon, 

tomey’ fees in a case that with Aerocom in 1994 to recover Lokin was also earlier mered 
they had won. the laner’s sequestered shares in a three-month suspension by 
s Inaresolution dated June 15, several companies, the Supreme Court for allegedly 
= i ran Justice Secretary Raul Gonzalez According to Raval and Su- double-crossing the late Poren- 
(02)984-6744 + (02)984-6753 + (02)984-0215/16 affirmed his January 2006 rul- plico, Aerocom had agreed to ciano lusorio in the corporate 
ing recommending that Lokin payattomey’sfeesamountingto battle for contro! of millions of 
Trucks & Financing available thru: and Hizon be charged with 40 percent of whatever amount shares in the Philippine Com- 
ORIX METRO & Finance Corp. + Tel (02) 858-8888 estafa for not paying their part- the firm would recover. munications Satellite Corp, Iu- 
| ners Demaree Raval and Rolex In his June 15 resolution, sorio was a crony of the late dic» 

Enol  ietrctennpai con Vist o sebaka: we aconnnaint coe Suplico their share of anomey’s Gonzalez said that “no new tator Ferdinand Marcos. 
fees amounting to P33.79 mil- matters" had been raised by the Leila B, Salaverrria 
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House open to budget compromise 


By Michael Lim Ubac 


THE HOUSE LEADERSHIP IS OPEN TO COM- r 

promise on the proposed P1.053 national budget X F 

for: 2006 so long as the Senate gives President 
Macapagal-Arroyo the leeway to spend what she * 
wants on her programs, said Majority Leader 


Prospero Nograles. 

Nograles was reacting to a pro- programmed and P37 bilion in un- 
posal from Sen. Ralph Recto to end programmed appropriations. i 
the inipasse over the P64 billion that Nograles said the House allies of 
the’Senate slashed from the budget the President had no problem with 
which the House wanted restored. retaining the Presidents spending 

Recto, the chair of the Senate authority she had requested from. 
‘ways and means committee, said the Congress. 
cuts‘could be restored but realigned “To me, a lot of leeway should be 
to improve services in education, given to the President when it comes 
health and agriculture sectors, and toto (disbursing) the budget because. ` 
build more roads and devise more this will be known as the Gloria 
technologies. Macapagal-Arroyo administration. 

But Nograles said the congress- Is not be known as the 13th 
‘men would want to know where the | Congress administration,” he saic 
senators would wantto putthemon- He said the name of the President 
ey. ‘was at stake, and that “she will ise or 

“Yóu cannot just cut the budget by fall on the projects and the programs 
64 billion and then leave it at that. initiated during her incumbency" 

We haye to know and we have tosit Party-list Rep. Joel Villanueva sup- 
downland negotiate where are we ported a reopening of the stalled 
goingto puta these cuts”"hesaid. talks on the budget, saying, “the least 

Nograles also reminded senators that we can do is to pass the bud- 
that a in the past, twas the admin- get” 
istration that inated programs. He said enacting the budget 

ae would provide stricter checks and 
Congress job balance of the disbursements, and 

“The job of Congress is just to ensure accountability: ESYUSON 
checić, whether the programs pro- 
posédby the Executive are OK or ‘ . . , 
not:Bit we can't dictate to the Erec- 
tive depron where to pur tr 1 m 
programs,” he said. 
~ Each administration has its own By Daxim L. Lucas Globe is complaining about its ri- Smart and Piltel for them to offerthe them to have the complaint verified, the promo if they offered the same 
trust; “and when the time comes vals pricing scheme where Smart same service and terms to Globe fled under oath, and notarized. That pricing scheme to other networks,” 
that’ senators become presidents, GLOBE TELECOM INC. YESTER- andPilrelsubscriberswhosignupfor Telecom. ‘will start the process.” he said. 
they dont also want Congresstodic- day upped the ante in the war be- the promowill beentitled to send an Globe's formalcomplaimcameon _ With the complaint having been In a statement issued on Tuesday, 
tateoxhem what programs to initi- tween the country’s mobile unlimited number of text messages the heels of a meeting held on Tues- filed yesterday, Solis said the NTC Isberto urged Globe to focus on com- 
ate,” he said. phone giants, filing an official anda single five-minute call withina day between representatives of the will now require Smart to answer peting effectively rather than on fil- 
= Kečo said a compromise was the complaint against its rival Smart 24-hour period fora fee of only P20. mobile phone rivals and NTC Com- the charges. The frm will also have ing complains with regulators, 
nly. way to prevent the budget be- Communications Inc. for alleged The promo is exclusive to users misioner Ronald O. Solis. to "show cause” and convince regu- “With our various all-day texting 
ingreenacted-again. “monopolistic practices.” within the Smart and Piltel network. Smar’s spokesperson Ramon Is- lators why the promo should not be promos, we have found innovative 

Congress failed to passthe P1053" document submitted to the _ Globe complained thatthe promo “bérto did not immediately reply toa suspended pending the resolution of ways, to meet our subscribers de- 
Gillions 2006 budget proposed by National Telecommunications Com- Constitutes “predatory pricing” and.. query about ts rival's complaint. the case. ‘mand for flatrate SMS packages 
Malaéaiang when i ended sessions mission (NTC), Globe consumer ` unduly disadvantages other wireless In a separate interview, Sols said Solis dedined ro bare his thoughts without sacrificing the quality of our 
carly this month. The House had ap- business group head Ferdinand M. networks which do not have' access hë informed Globe officials that a on the issue although he did hint network service”, he said. “Thats 
profeda?L.40-cilion budgetinear- dela Cruz said he wes authorized by to the same accommodations fom formal complaint —ratherthan just that NTC will apply similar norms to what Globe should do, instead of fl- 
İy Apl, butcame around to support- the firm's board of directors to file the Smart and Piltel network. letter to the regulators—was neces- a dispute last year between the same ing complains with the National 
ing the Malacafiang proposal. complaint against Smart and its sis- In his affidavit submitted before sary for the issue to be acted on. firms over Smar’s old P10 unlimited Telecommunications Commission 

“The; Senate, however, came out ter firm Pilipino Telephone Corp. for telecommunications regulators, De “Globe wants NTC to treat the calls promo. that aim to deny our subscribers the 
with assupposedly leaner version of anti-competitive and discriminatory la Cruz said the complaint also case asa formal administrative com- “In that situation, we told them very real benefits of our 25/8 offer- 
1.27 trillion, slashing P29 billion in pricing behaviors.” stands as an “indirect demand” to plain,” Solis explained. “So I told that they could only continue with ings.” 
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oo -1 SC upholds Ombudsman’s 
es es. power to suspend officials 


‘THE SUPREME COURT YES- in a parcel of land they limited only to the recom- 
terday upheld the Office of owned despite the big ‘No mendation of the penalty of 
the Ombudsman's power to Trespassing” sign attached to removal, suspension, demo- 
suspend erring officials when the perimeter fence enclosing tion, fine, censure or prosecu- 
itreversed a Court of Appeals the property. tion ofa public officer or em- 
ruling that the agency com- _ On Oct. 24, 2001, the Of ployee found to beat fault. 
mitted “grave abuse of discre- fice of the Ombudsman- The Office of the Ombuds. 
tion” when it suspended 10 Visayas declared all of the re- man. elevated the case to the 
Department of Environment spondents, except for Ar- SC. 
and Natural Resources em- regadas, guilty of simple mis- In yesterday's decision, the 
ployees in the Visayas in conduct and suspended them SC said RA 6770 which creat- 
2001. for one month. ed the Office of the Ombuds- 
‘The case stemmed froma The Ombudsman in 2002 man intended the body “to 
criminal complaint filed by denied a motion for reconsid- possess full administrative 
members of the Corominas eration of its decision, disciplinary authority, includ- 
family against Edmondo Ar- promptingtherespondentsto ing the power to impose the 
EE regadas, Nicomedes Armilla, gototheappellate court. penalty of removal, suspen- 
Sai m S p Delia ‘Batasin-in, James On Oct. 30, 2003, the sion, demotion, fine, censure, 
5 Fuentes, Oscar Gador, Santos Court of Appeals ruled that or prosecution of a public of- 
Guigayoma Jz, Clarito Mi- despite the correctness of the ficer or employee found to be 
noza, Nelson Obeso, Senen Ombudsman's finding that at fault.” 
Serino, Ernesto Naraja, and the respondents were guilty The high court also cited 
Martin Yase, all employees of of simple misconduct, thean- its Uy v. Sandiganbayan deci 
the DENR Regional Office No. tigraft body committed sion stating that, “The Philip- 
VI, in Banilad, Mandave, in grave abuse of discretion in pine Ombudsman, as protec- 
Cebu province. imposing the penalty of a tor of the people, is armed 
The Corominas family al- one-month suspension. with the power to prosecute 
leged that the DENR employ- The appellate court said erring public officers and em- 
ees had conspired to trespass the Ombudsman’s power was ployees.” Nelson E Flores 


Estafa raps vs 2 lawyers pressed 


‘THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT lion each for a case that they respondents in thelr motions 
has denied the appeal of won for their dient, Aerocom which dealt with the same is- 
lawyers Luis Lokin Jr. and Investors and Managers Inc. sues that had been thoroughly 
Salvador Hizon to reverse its Lokin, Hizon, Raval and Supli- reviewed by his office. 
recommendation that they be co, who is nowa congressman for He directed the Pasig City 
charged with estafa for al- lollo, were parmers in the Raval Prosecutors Office to file charges 
legedly depriving their law Suplico and Lokin Law Offices of estafa against Lokin and Hi- 
parmers of their share of at- which enteredintoan agreement zon. 

Š torney’s fees in a case that with Aerocom in 1994 to recover Lokin was also earlier meted 
ge! BS they had won. the laters sequestered shares in a three-month suspension by 
a Ina resolution dated June 15, several companies. ie Supreme com for allegedly 
fet 948 Justice Secretary Raul Gonzalez According to Raval and Su-  double-crossing the late Poren- 
Ean (02)964-6744 + (02)984-6753 + (02)984-0215/16 firmed his January 2006 rul- plico, Aerocom had agreed to ciano Tusorio in the corporate 
ing recommending that Lokin payantomey'sfeesamountingto bande for control of millions of 
t Trucks & Financing available thru: and Hizon be charged with 40 percent of whatever amount shares in the Philippine Com- 
BUSS ORIK METRO & Finance Corp. + Tel (02) 858-8888 estafa for not paying their part- the fim would recover. munications Satellite Corp. Iu- 
ners Demaree Raval and Rolex In his June 15 resolution, sorio was a crony of the late dic- 

ah cl Vol a eu parara + Suplico their share of attorney's Gonzalez, said that “no new tator Ferdinand Marcos. 
fees amounting to P33.79 mil- matters” had been raised by the Leila B. Salaverrvia 
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BODY COUNT 


More soldiers 
than rebs slain 
this year—-AFP 


By Dona Pazzibugan 


EOS 3502 


DIGITAL 


tion office chief Col. Tristan Ki- 
son. 

The casualties on the enemy 
side is also likely higher, he 
added, since their official fig- 
ures did not yet include reports 
about rebels carrying off their 
dead comrades away from en- 
counter sites 

A couple of weeks ago, Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo allo- 
cated P1 billion to military and 
police forces with orders to in- 
tensify their counter-insurgen- 
cy operations. 

Officials said Ms Arroyo 
found the military's target of 
wiping out the 37-year-old 
communist insurgency in six to 
10 years “too long” and wanted 
security forces to dramatically 
reduce rebel forces in “critical 
areas” within the next two 
years. 

Despite the slightly higher 
casualties on their side, the mil- 
itary said it continues to have 
the upper hand in the fight. 


MORE SOLDIERS THAN COM- 
munist rebels were killed in en- 
counters in the first half of the 
year, but the military said this 
‘was because the rebels have been 
targeting “non-combatant" sol- 
diers. 

In a security briefing at the 
Camp Aguinaldo headquarters 
yesterday, officials reported 
that at least 87 New People’s 
Army (NPA) rebels were killed 
from January. to June 27 this 
year. 

The report only accounted 
for the “body count” or actual 
bodies of rebels recovered from 
encounter sites. 

Rebel casualties went down 
to 28 during the second quarter 
of the year, from 59 during the 
first quarter. 

The Armed Forces mean- 
while lost 104 soldiers in am- 
bushes and clashes with the 
rebels. Government casualties 
during the second quarter went 
down to 46 from 58 during the 
previous quarter, 

The data was based on field 
reports from the Northern Lu- 
zon Command (Nolcom), 
Southern Luzon Command 
(Solcom), Central Command 
(Cencom) and Southern Com- 
mand (Southcom). 


THE CANON EOS 350D. 


It you have the talent for taking creative photographs, then we have the right tool 
that will help you capture the rich color, detail and beauty of every photo. 


Part of winning 

The military said the NPA 
lost more high-powered 
firearms than the military did. 

Since January, the military 
has recovered 306 high-pow- 
ered firearms from the rebels, 
though it lost 174 in the same 
period. 

“This is part of winning. In 


Discover the outstanding Canon EOS 350D. With its excellent features, the EOS 3500 
is the digital SLR for aspiring professionals lke you. The EOS 3500 is also sturdy and 
compact. Bui for easy handling and easy operation. Now go ahead and explore your 
Creaty Take protographs ike a PRO wih the Canon EOS 3500. 


Medical missions 

NPA casualties so far were 
highest in Soleom with 29; fol- 
lowed by Southcom, 26; Cen- 
com, 20 and Noleom, 12. 

Casualties on the military 
side meanwhile were highest in 
Southcom with 36; followed by 
Cencom, 28; Solcom, 24; and 
Noleom, 16. 

‘A military spokesperson at- 
tributed the higher govern- 
ment casualties compared to 
rebel casualties to the land- 
mine attacks and ambushes 
staged on troops coming from 
medical missions. 

“The casualties on the AFP 
are the non-combatants who 
were going to medical mis- 
sions. So we see the treachery 
done by the NPA against our 
soldiers,” said public informa- 


ness establi 


every battle there 
be casualties,” said Kison. 

Military officials noted that 
clashes with rebels have signifi- 
cantly declined lately, resulting 
in less casualties for both sides. 

“Although there are a lot of 
operations, the percentage of 
contact with the enemy de- 
clined perhaps because of our 
constant patrols. The enemy 
does not have the opportunity 
to consolidate (and stage am- 
bushes),” Kison said. 

He said the number of rebel 
ambushes and attacks on busi- 
hments went down 
by “74 percent” during the sec- 
ond quarter, but there was no 
available data on this. 

He said the military's esti- 
mate of NPA strength remains 
“a little over 7,000.” 


ll always 


ULTRASHAPE 


LIPO Without The Suction 


Marie France brings 
to Manila the 1st Non- 
invasive breakthrough 
in Body Contouring 


PLASTIC surgeons have invented a 
machine that can ‘melt away’ body fat in a 
patient's lunchbreak - ULTRASHAPE. This 
treatment gets rid of unwanted bulges and 
unlike liposuction does not require surgery. 
FAST, EFFECTIVE and SAFE, it's the most 
advanced method of body contouring to 
date. 


Before Ultrashape 


Betore Ultrasnape 28 Days Alter Ulrashape 


Ultrashape was founded 5 years ago in 
Delaware, USA by Ami Glicksman M.D., 
formerly a senior plastic surgeon and Yoram 
Eshel, PhD, MBA, a leading expert in 
medical physics with 15 years experience 
in high-power ultrasound technology. 
‘Together they set out to pioneer non-invasive 
body contouring. When they started 
Ultrashape, it was well known that 
ultrasound waves were able to break down 
and destroy fat cells, releasing the fat 
contained within them. Some forms of 
liposuction had already started 
experimenting with ultrasound probes to 
liquefy fats and make it easier to suck them 
out. Glicksman and Eshel built on that to 
come up with a unique concept of 
Ultrashape. 


Insist on a local warranty from Canon Marketing Phils. 
Look for this sticker on the camera box to avail of 
5 one (1) year warranty on service and parts. 
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Using a focused ultrasound beam, 
Ultrashape destroys fat cells effectively in 
the stomach, thighs (saddlebags), 
lovehandles and buttocks. It works by 
focusing high frequency ultrasound waves 
from outside the body to targeted areas. 
‘These ultrasonic waves break down fat cells 
without damaging blood vessels or other 
tissues such as skin, muscle, bone and 
nerves. From there, the broken down cells 
are absorbed into the patient's white blood 
cells and are then eliminated from the body 
through natural processes 


‘According to Dr. Eshel, "The inherent 
safety of our method lies in the fact that we 
only do half the traditional job compared to 
liposuction and let nature do the rest.” 
Physiological clearance of the fat tissue 
occurs over a period of 3 weeks following 
the procedure, similar to the way the body 
clears out damaged tissue found in a bruise. 


Normally about 4 sessions are 
recommended to fully achieve one’s ideal 
figure. Women and men who have tried it 
are excited about the fact that immediate 
results were seen already after just a single 
session. 


Ultrashape promises an average of 


about 2 cm in a single treatment. It is an 
easy procedure. No anesthesia is required 


‘ Ultrashape promises 

an average of 

about 2 cm in a single 
treatment. : 


because itis non-invasive. You walk in, get 
the treatment and walk out, It's as easy as 
that, There is no recovery period. Patients 
can resume their normal activities right after 
a treatment. It does not have the risks of 
liposuction and can be used to effectively 
deal with small problem areas of fat. 
Probably the safest and most effective non- 
invasive slimming treatment to date, 
Ultrashape is definitely a breakthrough 
in body contouring. 


Ultrashape is now offered at Marie 
France, Demand for Ultrashape is so great, 
bookings being taken are for August 
onwards only. Don't miss your chance. 
Inquire now and start booking your 
appointment too. Call 894-BODY (2639) for 
your free consultation. j 
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_Bunye clarifies PDI online story: GMA didn’t ‘cool her heels’ 


By Armand N. Nocum Hotel Canarias here, Bunye said dent arrived, she was immedi- tion (title) was used (by the Congreso de Diputados and at- and meet with the Filipino com- 
‘the delay was done with prior ately metrighton thedotofthe INquinen).” er attend a wreath-laying cere- munity, 
MADRID (VIA PLDT)—PRESS consultation because the minis- reset schedule by Minister Pro- A schedule of the President's mony at the Rizal Monument. In the afternoon, she will 
Secretary Ignacio Bunye yester. ter was waiting for the result of di. I's not as ifthe President ar- activities during her two-day of- In the afternoon, she will have proceed to the Palacio Real de 
day dared an Iqumen online the constitutional referendum rived 30 minutes earlier and ficial visit showed that she a lunch meeting with leading Madrid and have dinner with 
oa s headline saying that Presi. and it happens that it was the was made to wait for 30 min- would arrive here at 9 am. on businessmen and then meet the King and Queen of Spain 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo was game between Italy and Aus- utes,” he said. Thursday from a resort at the with King Juan Carlos I and before attending the Filipino- 
made to “cool her heels” after tralia.” ‘Asked how the President Santiago del Campostela near President Jose Luis Rodriguez Hispano Friendship Day recep- 
lalan Prime Minister Romano “But the President was ad- felt about what “happened” Bilbao, Spain, where she had Zapatero. tion. 
Panal set back thelr meeting by vised of the delay and it was with her appointment with spent a two-day “President's On June 30, she will callon The President and her family 
Pd es to watch a World mutually agreed upon that the Prodi last June 26, he replied: time” to be with her immediate former Spanish President Jose will leave for Manila on Satur- 
Cup game. meeting be deferred for 30 “Nothing happened, what familymembers. Maria Amar, visit the Conde day and arrive in Manila on Sun- 
P press briefing atthe Gran minutes, But when the Presi- happened was the wrong cap- She will then proceed to the Duque forthe Filipiniana Exhibit day. 


Palace tells Cruz: You're not Pope’s spokesman 


FrompageAl Minutes after the press briefing 4 2. political reforms. Some people are just being 
ended, Bunye sent this text mes- “Madame President, you re- naughty and not respecting the 
won countless blessings for the sage to reporters: i cently spoke of an ambitious but fact that the President is repre- 
Filipino people in terms of moral “We pray that the Pope's bless- achievable plans for 2006 that senting the Filipino people in her 
and spiritual guidance, so let us ing to our people will inspire our : rest on three strategic objec- foreign trips. I think it is just bad 
not force politics into the pic- leaders high and low to do our tives—building a stronger econ- taste," he said. 
ture," said Bunye, whostarted his share in winning our common omy, building a stronger republic , 4 
press briefing in Spanish. battle against poverty and to rid ~ and pressing for long overdue ‘Beyond doubt’ 
‘ injustice, poverty and self-serving political reforms. I would like to Gabriel Claudio, the Presi- 
Inspired politiés and help take the country take this opportunity towish you dent's adviser on political affairs, 
“Let the Pope's words reinforce to the threshold of the first and your government every suc- said: "What is important and be- 
the message of peace, unity and world.” cess in this endeavor,” Filoni yond doubt is that our President 
hope for the Philippines,” he said, Asked about the claim of Cruz s E said. ‘was met by the Pope with kind- 
noting that media persons cover- that the Pope knew about the Ermita claimed that Filoni “ap- ness, warmth and understanding 
ing the President's meeting with “Hello Garci” issue, Bunye y preciated the political reforms if not encouragement in spite of 
the Pope had heard him say “well replied: “As T said, he is not the planned by the President” and or because of what he knows 
done” when she presented him a spokesperson of the Pope.” L that “he is not oblivious to the about what is happening in our 
copy of the law abolishing the i j fact that Charter change is what country” 
death penalty. Palace advice to CBCP we are pushing as a major politi- As of yesterday, the President 
“The President is inspired by In Manila, Executive Secretary “=e a cal reform.” ‘was still at a seaside resort in San- 
the kind words of the Pope and Eduardo Ermita urged the RUZ: Pope’s words not an BUNYE: Let the Pope’s words Based on Filoni’s speech, Ermi- tiago del Campostela near Bilbao 
the more she will continue work- Catholic Bishops Conference of endorsement of GMA's Gack i arene ae ta said: “We want to believe that where she was spending a two- 
ing for the welfare of our people, the Philippines to take its cue presides President is inspired. the Vatican is conscious through day “President's time” to be with 
the overseas Filipino workers and from the Pope, who has given a P' =e £ the Papal Nuncio that the Presi- her immediate family members. 
the economy by seeking new in- vote of confidence to Ms Arroyo, heed ofthe statement of the Pope pal Nuncio Fernando Filoni dur- dentis doing right.” With reports from Gil C. Caba- 
vestments and capital that will including her plans for Charter and the papal nuncio who repre- ing the Independence Day cele- Ermita did nottake Cruz'scriti- cungan Jr. Christine O. Aver 
give them more opportunities," change. sents the Vatican,” Ermitasaid. brations in Malacañang in cisms lightly. “What does he daño and Michael Lim Ubac in 
Bunyesaid. “We wish the CBCP would take Ermita cited a speech by Pa- which he praised Ms Arroyo’s (Pope) care about the Garci tape? Manila 


Prosecution ends cross-examination of Erap; ex-President confident 


From page Al the court already issued a reso- =; ing hundreds of millions of pesos playing photos that allegedly 
tion that we have sufficient evi- of illegal funds in a secret bank show Estrada signing the loan 

video disc to disprove Estrada's dence to warrant conviction,” Vil- account, butadmitted signing the agreement with the Argentine 

claims that he never gave la-Ignacio said later. f account documents under a false company. 

sovereign guarantees to loans “They have not presented any- name as the guarantor of aloan Last week, the court objected 

taken outby state corporations. thing to destroy my testimony,” 7 fora friend. to the showing of the video with- 

The disc purportedly shows Estrada said after the: weekly His lawyers also tried to prove out first presenting the loan 
Estrada signing a document be- courtsession. -y ~ there was a conspiracy to depose agreement document. 
lieved to be the 1998 contract be- ines him by showing a video of his suc- “You're wasting our time,” said 
tween the Argentine firm Impsa Irrelevant questions cessor, President Gloria Macapa- De Castro, head of the antigraft 
and the National Power Corp. for "Tm just surprised why the spe- y X gal-Arroyo, saying that some mili- court, told Villa-Ignacio. 
the rehabilitation of the Caliraya- cial prosecutor was asking me ir- tary factions were tuming against “We are very comfortable with 
Botocan-Kalayaan Hydroelectric relevant questions. The truth has hima year before his ouster. direct cross-examination,” Villa 
power plant in Laguna. finally come. T'm innocent and Estrada also has testified that Ignacio told reporters. He said he 

Presiding Justice Teresita de these were all made-up charges t he rejected a deal to go into exile was able to get Estrada to admit 
Castro told the prosecutor he against me,” said Estrada, 69, who in exchange for immunity. he got P200 million from an ille- 
could “not present evidence of has been under house arrest since ji PREA 5 . , gal numbers game and tobacco 
collateral matters that have no his ouster in the aftermath of the. y ‘You're wasting our time’ taxes, and had kept it at a bank 
bearing on the main issues.” 2001 People Power revolution. x Villa-Ignacio had tried to dis- for Muslim scholars. 

“Not every statement made by The 5-year-old trial of Estrada credit Estrada's defense, saying A verdict could come later this 
the witness can be questioned by entered its final stage this year % the former leader gave false year, but many analysts expect 
the prosecution,” De Castro said. with his long-awaited testimony. 7 H statements last month that hé Ms Arroyo to grant Estrada a par- 

Villa-Ignacio then moved to ter- The prosecution rested its case it never gave government guaran- don if he is convicted to cool po- 
minate the cross-examination, to 2003 after presenting 76 witness- ; ny \ tees to loans taken out by state litical anger lingering from her 
the surprise of everyone inside the es and more than 1,500 pieces of | Saeed WALA tte = companies. rise to power and a failed im- 
courtroom. “We already obtained evidence. ‘THE END: Asin his movies, former actor-President Estrada gets a For the second week, the three peachment attempt against her 
‘what we wanted to get,” he said. Estrada, who began taking the kiss from his leading lady, Sen. Loi Ejercito, at the end ofhisnearly judges stopped Villa-lgnacio from lastyear. Reports from AP and 

“We have hurdled all our tasks stand in March, has denied stash-. three-month cross-examination on Wednesday. ypweorooc playing the video disc and dis- Reuters 


US court OKs $2,000 payment to rights victims but PCGG blocks move 


From page Al million, including money froma _ But she pointed out that the of the deductions sought by am also concemed ... This could Since 1986, the government 
Settlement of a claim to Marcos’ Constitution mandated that com- lawyers from whatever amount again be a divisive issue among has recovered a total of P60.8 bil- 
Commission on Good Govern- residence in Hawaii and the sale pensation must be given by the the court would award the vic- the victims," she said. lion in ill-gotten wealth from the 
ment, which is tasked with recov- of an old Mercedes-Benz car, plus state to victims of human rights tims. ‘Marcos died in exile in Hawaii Marcoses and their cronies, ac- 
ering Marcos’ alleged ill-gotten interest, Domingo said violations p in 1989 without admitting any cording to the PCGG. 
wealth, said Rod Domingo, Judge Real also has authorized “It is in fact an expression of Pro-rated lawyers’ fees wrongdoing. Bills seeking to indemnify the 
lawyer for the victims. thar 10 percent of the amount be this spirit (that Congress is seek- The lawyers were seeking $1 The Philippine government human rights victims have been 
Last month, the US 9th Circuit given as payment to the lawyers ing) to legislate compensation for million for expenses incurred has recovered $683 million of stuck in the House of Representa- 
Court of Appeals awarded $35 who worked on the Mareos cases the Marcos victims. It is in that during the trial and $775,000 as Marcos’ Swiss bank deposits. tives whose members include a 
million in a New York brokerage forthe past 20 years, according to same spirit that [hope that PCGG the cost of apportioning the mon- Most of it has been spent by daughter of Marcos and her sup- 
account that once belonged to Domingo. Chair Camilo Sabio will decide to ey. After these are deducted, the the government allegedly for porters. 
Marcos to the victims. Domingo said the number of withdraw the motion for recon- lawyers would get 30 percent of land reform and related pro- President Macapagal-Arroyo 
‘The Philippine government Filipinos who won a class-action sideration,” Rosales said. the remainder as attorney's fees, grams. has said she will support legisla- 
has claimed the money belonged suit in Hawaii against Marcos for She noted that the House of Enriquez said. Under Republic Act No. 6657, tion to set aside a certain amount 
to its treasury, but the appeals human rights abuses has been Representatives passed a com- “Were hoping, maybe the or the Comprehensive Agrarian ofthe money as compensation for 
Court said it had no legal right to trimmed from 9,539 to 7,503 af- pensation bill on third reading lawyer's fees could be pro-rated Reform Law of 1988, allil-gonen victims of human rights, viola- 
the account, which Marcos ter spurious and double or triple early this month. .-. maybe 5 percent while what is wealth recovered from the Mar- tions under Marcos. Reports 
opened in 1972 with a $2-million claims were excluded. R Given the victims is also partial coses should be spent on land re- from AP Michael Lim Ubac and 
deposit. The plaintiffs were awarded $2 More questions payment,” she said. form. ‘Blanche S. Rivera 
The government, however, billion in 1995 after the Hawaii For another group of plaintiffs, In the notices, the victims were 
filed a petition for rehearing and court found Marcos liable fortor- the Hawaii cour’s decision to enjoined to signify their opposi- x 
obtainedastayorderfromtheap- ture, summary executions and grant paun a to tion to the arrangement over the | Corrections 
peals court on Friday. disappearances of political oppo- each vicrim of human rights abus- deductions before the June 26 $ 
"l isn't just sad. It is a tragedy nents during his 20-year rulethat es raised a lot of questions. hearing. Only 88 vietims from | IN THE JUNE 28 1SSUP, a seo on, De E sapar | 
a a ae aS nged with a people power" re: “The major question is: Why Davao, however, were able to | Coe uspecnr general cf the Philippine Army. The Ary in- 
prevent the poorest of its citizens volt in 1986. did they crop the number to only send their Jerrers to the Hawaii | 9f the inspector general of the Pibippine Arty. Brig Gen 
from recovering for brutal human ‘oes 7,500? We are 9,539 victims with court on time. Se ME ee na eae 
rights violations,” Robert Swift, Many victims poor validated cases. Who decided “We were all so busy, especially apranami 
the American lead lawyer forthe Party-list Rep. Etta Rosales of who would beamong the 7,500?" with the political killings ... We - 
victims, said ina statement. Axbayen,a member of Claimants Karapatan secretary general don't even know if everyone re- | INTHE a abana 
“The victims keep winning in 1081 that filed the rights cases in Marie Hilao-Enriquez said. ceived notices because isthe of- | ieo Director Ge al Aces von ia noes Mae 
US course the goverment keeps 1986,said afew daysago she was Another question Enriquez fice of Domingo that is forward- | 2° gas PNP chief when the latter retir SES eee 
Josing, but we still cannot dis- happy but felt bad when the raised, almost incredulously, was ing the notices to us," she said. certo Actes lease Set east a APNE Ch ana 
tribute compensation,” Swift PCGG decided to block the initial why the court issued notices to i wey Pats an eng “ied thee onn yi rst be 
said, award. 3 the victims when the Philippine Seek clarifications Sa ye once headed the Criminal Investigation and De- 
ry “I hope the PCĠG will realize government was still going after Enriquez said she planned to rn 
Pathetic that the bulk of these victims are the money supposed to be appor- write the Hawaii court to ex- Readers may send their requests for correction of factual errors in writing 
Domingo said it was "pathetic poor people. No| matter how tioned to them. press her concerns and seek | ro the Day Desk, Philippine Daily Inquirer, PDI Buding, Chuno Roces Av- 
and unfonunare” that the victims small, material justice can help,” She said many victims includ- clarification of the ruling grant- | enue corner Mascardo. "Breet, Makar Cty, fax Nos. 897-47-93/94; e-mail 
could not receive “this minuscule Rosales said. ing herself received their no- ing partial payment to only | address ee whi A EOAR 
partial distribution” because of She said she was not surprised ticesinthe last week of May. The 7,500 victims. E ape meh id ghd pei Aen rda Aei 
the PCGG's opposition. by the PCGG move because its notices informed them of the “While I laud and commend | ercom. ph or fax Nos. 897-47-99/94, Aun: Readers Advocate. Her phone 
"The amount for distribution to mandate was to recover the next hearing on June 26, of the the effort of the Hawalian court | numbers 897-8808 Local 342. 
the Marcos victims totals $36.4 ill-gotten wealth ofthe Marcoses, apportioning of the money and to recover payment for victims, I 
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Unseated by court, Bifian mayor blames Abalos 


By Marlon Ramos, PDI Southern Luzon Perez was declared mayor in May 15, 2004 after he 1,694 votes over Perez. dled in my entire career, that’s very impossible," Hie 
Bureau, and Jerome Aning got a total of 43,217 votes, or a winning margin of Sixto Brillantes, Perez's lawyer, said it was said. 
12,780 votes over Yatco. highly improbable for Yatco to recoup the more He also argued that the ballots included in the 
BINAN, LAGUNA—MAYOR HERMIS PEREZ  Yatco subsequently filed an election protest with than 14,000 votes from the 91 contested ballot recount should be deemed void after a break-in in 
yesterday accused Commission on Elections Branch 94 of the Bifian regional trial court, presided boxes. the storage room of the court on July 16, 2004. 
Chair Benjamin Abalos Sr. of meddling in lo- over by Villlanueva, nine days after Perez's proclama- “That means they were able to recover 150 votes “Some of the ballots in the recount were found 
cal politics after a local court installed Abalos’ tion. After a recount, the court said Yatco won by per ballot box. Based on over 500 election cases Than- sprawling on the floor of the storage room,” he said. 
son-in-law as the duly elected mayor of this 
town. 
“The man who has caused trouble in Bifian 
is not from here but from the Comelec,” Perez 
told about 500 supporters who trooped to the 
court house at about 6 a.m. yesterday to de- 
nounce Abalos and Judge Romulo Villanueva 
for allegedly conspiring to overturn the re- 
sults of the 2004 municipal elections. 
In a ruling issued on June 15, Villanueva 
declared Jose Francisco Ruben Yatco, the can- 
didate that Perez defeated, as the real winner 
in the elections. 
‘Yatco, a former vice mayor of Bifian, is mar- 
ried to the youngest daughter of Abalos. 
Yatco has filed a motion for execution of 
the court ruling. The judge gave Perez five 
days to file an opposition to the motion. 
In Manila, Abalos merely laughed off the 
charges. 
“That's terrible, What kind of imagination 
do they have? I never interfered,” Abalos said 
ina phone interview. 
“Let them file the casé and we will answer 
itin court,” he said in Filipino. 
‘Tensions ran high at the court house when 
the protesters, bearing placards and stream- 
ers, showed up. They accused Villanueva of 
allegedly accepting bribe money to favor Aba- 
los’ son-in-law. 
‘One of the streamers read in Filipino: 
“We cannot let the decision of one man 
reverse the decision of the people of Bi- 
ñan.” 
Contacted by the Ingumer, Villanueva, 
through his clerk, refused to comment. 
Supt. Willy Atun, the police chief, said he 
deployed 80 policemen around the court 
house compound to ensure peace. 
The protesters left at about 10:30 a.m. af- 
ter Perez spoke to them. 
Perez, who is on the last year of his third 
and last term, accused Abalos of influencing 
the decision of Villanueva. 
“I will not let injustice and incompetence 
change the decision of the people of Biñan. I 
will exhaust all legal grounds to defend the 
votes of the people,” he told the Inquirer. 
Fernandino Concepcion, Yatco's lawyer, 
said it was “very unfair” for Perez and his 
lawyer to implicate Abalos in the alleged ma- 
nipulation of the results of the election 
protest 
“Chairman Abalos never influenced this 
case. As a Comelec commissioner, he's very 
busy. He's also a lawyer himself. I don't think 
he will influence a judge over a case,” Con- 
cepcion told reporters. 


THE Day 


‘Thursday, June 29, 2006 

Peter and Paul, Apostles 
Ast Readin Adts 12:1-11 
2nd Reading: 2Tim 4:6-8, 17-18 
Gospel: Matthew 16:13-19 1 a 

Jesus came to Caesarea Philippi. He asked 
his disciples, "Who do people say the Son of ere WI rancisco 
Man is?” They said, “For some of them you 
are John the Baptist, for others Elijah or 
Jeremiah or one ofthe prophets.” r 

Jesus asked them, “But you, who do you ? 
say I am?" Peter answered, “You are the Mes- e n suU m me 

iah, the Son ofthe living God.” Jesus replied, =. 6s 
itis wel for you, Simon Barjona, for it is not x $ 
flesh or blood that has revealed this to you | £ 
but my Father in heaven. 

‘And now I say to you: You are Peter (or 
Rock) and on this rock 1 will build my Church; 
and never will the powers of death overcome 
it | 


will give you the keys of the kingdom of F Congratulations to Francisco Ed Lim for winning a trip to Paris and London. 


heaven: whatever you bind on earth shall be i 5 A 
ETT eee ear enor earns His trip will include 2 tickets to the Louvre Museum Walking Tour and P100,000 shopping money. 


earth shall be unbound in heaven.” 
Commentary 

The history of the early Church sees the 
death of James and the imprisonment of Peter 
and yet the Church flourishes inthe face of ad- 
Tersity and manyrdom, continuing the power 
of the crucified and risen Lord. And after house- i 4 pees 3 
arrest, Paul too will die by being beheaded BY lychee ey 
They preached the Word and died for witness- odh ama bzo 
ing to Jesus. Jesus who is prophet, the Word of : arn 
God made fish among us, is more than the 
awaited Messiah. He is the Son of God and Son 
of Man. And iz is this Jesus who is with us and SBC «Zp 
nothing in heaven or on earth, or even our own | I | x 
Fighting, will stand against the presence of the : A 
Body of Christ in the world. 3 The world's local bank 
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3 three men alighted from the vehi- 
cle (plate number XJM-532) and 
peppered his car with bullets, 

Albano quickly left the car 

> (plate number XJA 359) and ran 
for safety toward Villa Estela 
Poolside Bar and Cafe, but the 

s; gunmen followed him to the lob- 

i by and shot him repeatedly, ac- 
cording to case investigator SPO3 
Demosthenes Rebancos. 

‘The day before, the leader of a 
leftist group that advocates the 
occupation of private farms was 
killed on Negros island, 

Unidentified gunmen shot dead 
‘Wilfrecio Cornea, vice chair of a 
farmers group called Task Force 
Mapalad, regional police said. 

His death brought to 233 the 
number of militants who have been 
murdered since President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo took office in 2001. 


Culture of impunity 

The culture of death and im- 
punity has bothered even Mala- 
cafiang, which has been accused by 

a, militants of condoning the killings. 

$y- Executive Secretary Eduardo 

ŠT Ermita said the Palace was dis- 
turbed by the spate of killings in 
the country. 

“We have asked the Philippine 
+, National Police to take all mea- 
LE sures to look into the spate of 
5" killings and immediately solve 

= them to discourage would-be per- 
petrators from doing these 
again,” Ermita said. 

Mayor Albano had stayed in 
Metro Manila since Thursday to 
visit his mother and his son, a 
first-year college student at Ate- 
neo de Manila University, and 
was scheduled to leave for Ilagan 
yesterday, relatives said. 

On Tuesday night, at about 10 
pm., Albano was preparing to 
sleep at his mother’s house in 
Greenhills, San Juan, when a per- 
son called him on his mobile phone 
and asked to meet him somewhere 
in the Scout area, said Henrieta 
Abalos, who said she was a distant 
cousin of Albano's. 


Sleep wear 

“That person must have been 
close to him because he wasted 
no time to meet the person. He 
did not bother to change from his 
sleep wear and slippers, and he 
did not ask his bodyguards to ac- 
company him,” she said, quoting 
Albano’s mother Socorro, 

Francisco Calimag, the mayor's 
cousin and close-in security aide, 
said he tried to accompany Al- 
bano when the latter decided to 
go out of his house but the mayor 
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GRIEVING mother of the slain mayor, Socorro Albano, arrives at 
Arlington Wednesday night to be with her son for the last time, werrussa 


declined, The mayor did not tell 
him where he was going. 

Police said they were still in- 
vestigating the identity of the 
person Albano was supposed to 
meet that night. 


Stolen plates 

The plate number of the as- 
sailants' getaway vehicle was later 
traced to one Liwanag Victoria, who 
said the plates had been taken from 
his car by suspected "Baklas Kotse 
Gang" members, according to Chief 
Supt. Nicasio Radovan Jt, Quezon 
City Police District director. 

Radovan said investigators 
were working “on a nice lead.” 
But he refused to elaborate, say- 
ing this needed to be confirmed. 

He disclosed that the Isabela 
police had volunteered to help in 
the investigation. 

The National Bureau of Inves- 
tigation has begun conducting a 
parallel probe of the case. 

“qt could only be one of two 
things—political or personal,” said 
Supt. Procopio Lipana, QCPD crim- 
inal investigation division chief. 

Lipuna said investigators 


would study the likelihood that 
the murder was connected to the 
same group that tried to assassi- 
nate Albano in November 2004. 

‘Albano was then on his way to 
the municipal hall to check on a 
fire that broke out in Bliss Village 
when four heavily armed men 
fired at his Mitsubishi Pajero. Al- 
bano's two security aides re- 
turned fire, forcing the suspects 
to flee. The mayor escaped the 
murder attempt unhurt. 


‘Best mayor ever’ 

As soon as they heard about 
the mayors murder, relatives, 
friends and constituents began 
gathering at Arlington Memorial 
Chapels on Araneta Avenue in 
Quezon City, where Albano's 
body was taken after an autopsy 
at Prudential Funeral Homes. 

“He was a good man. He was 
always ready to give his last cen- 
tavo to anyone who needs it. fhe 
sees someone with no shoes, he 
would give his own shoes imme- 
diately,” said Albano’s nephew 
Larry Hernandez. 

Hernandez added: “Ask anyone 
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“Isabela mayor gunned down in Quezon City 
oy 


AWEEK BEFORE HIS BRAZEN MURDER, llagan Mayor Delrito Albano showed the model house ofthe 
Gawad Kalinga project he initiated in a barangay in his town. Albano built 14 houses in Ilagan for the poor 
VILLAMOR VISAYA PUPDINORTHERNLUZON BUREAU 


in two months. 


in Magan and hell tell you that Jojo 
(Albano's nickname) was the best 
mayor they ever had.” 

Under Albanc’s term, accord- 
ing to Hernandez, Ilagan had a 
significantly lower crime rate and 
became one of the cleanest cities 
inthe north. 


Awards 

Albano, who had a degree in 
agriculture, pioneered the town's 
environmental protection pro- 
gram by developing the Sta. Vic- 
toria Caves. 

Tt was during Albano’s term that 
Tagan was cited in the Gawad Pan- 
gulo sa Kapaligiran for three con- 
secutive years since 2001. Ilagan 
also won an award for being one of 
the cleanest and greenest towns in 
Cagayan Valley. 

‘Said lagan municipal administra- 
tor Ricky Laggui: “The townsfolk 
love him. He was very down-to- 
earth and as mayor he really focused 
on the concems of the masses” 

‘Asked what could be the motive 
behind Albano's murder, Heman- 
dez said: “Politics is personal in the 
Philippines. No matter how much 
good you do, there will always be 
people who will want to stop you. 

He said he knew that Albano 
had made some enemies in his 

political life. “But we never ex- 
ected that it would go this far” 
he said. 


Energy Regulatory Commission 
Chair Rodolfo Albano Jr, the may- 
ors brother, also suspected that 
politics was behind the slaying. 

Hernandez squelched specula- 
tion about the possible involve- 
ment of the New People's Army 
"I don't think the NPA will do this. 
The NPA knows how Jojo helps 
the lagan people.” 

‘Two years ago, the military ac- 
cused Albano and Echague May- 
or Leoncio Kiat of being symp: 
thizers of communist rebels, Both 
mayors denied the charges. 

Albano had said whoever 
would seek his help would be en- 
tertained. 

During his term, Albano de- 
clared the Bonifacio Park in 
Barangay Baligatan a “freedom 
park.” The park has since become 
a regular venue of protests orga- 
nized by militant groups. 

Albano started his political career 
as a youth sector leader and town 
councilor In 1989, he was elected 
vice mayor. Albano ran for mayor in 
the 1995 elections but lost to Mayor 
Mercedes Uy He ran and won in the 
2001 and 2004 elections, 


Anti-GMO 

He rose to national promi- 
nence when he led Ilagan folk in a 
rally against crops laced with ge- 
netically modified organisms, 
particularly field trials of Bt corn 


AFP widens war theater in Central Luzon 
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lion in Luzon, does not know 
when their mission would end in 
Lubao, the hometown of Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo. 

“All know is that I want this war 
tobe over,” Parang says, as his men 
mill around alert, some clutching 
their M-16 rifles. Most of the sol- 
diers are in their 20s and 30s. 

“We are a new breed of war- 
riors. We are the people's army, 
not the rebels,” Bamag says as 
other soldiers cheer him on. 


House to house 

‘Their work, says Parang, is not 
just about hunting the ‘rebels. 
Much of the days, he adds, are 
spent going from house to house to 
“talk to people, to befriend them.” 

“Census” was the term the sol- 
diers used when they conducted 
their house visits, barangay chair 
dose Pineda recalls 

‘They haven't imposed a cur- 
few, though, but Pineda says he 
told the soldiers that some resi- 
dents go home late from work. 
No complaints have been raised 
so far and Pineda prays the pres- 
ence of soldiers would bring good 
than harm to the village. 


‘The basing of troops within the 
communities is not just happening 
in San Jose Gumi, recent develop- 
‘ments in Central Luzon showed. 

The same troop deployment 
has occurred in other parts of 
Pampanga, Bulacan, Nueva Ecija 
and Tarlac—provinces just out- 
side Metro Manila—since three 
weeks ago. 

This was done slightly ahead of 
Ms Arroyo's fresh declaration of 
all-out war against insurgency 
and the new two-year deadline 
she has set to defeat the commu- 
nists. (See map on Page A1.) 

“The (Armed Forces of the 
Philippines) has added a new tac- 
tic. Aside from maintaining head- 
quarters around Central Luzon 
and pursuing the rebels in their 
mountain holdouts, the military 
has sent troops to live and oper- 
ate right where the civilians are,” 
says Roman Polintan, chair of the 
left-wing Bagong Alyansang 
Makabayan in Central Luzon. 

Strangely enough, Polintan 
notes, the fresh deployment of 
troops to Central Luzon’s low- 
lands has taken place after 82 ac- 
tivists have been killed and more 
than 40 others abducted and 


feared dead since 2005. 

Lt. Gen. Romeo Tolentino, 
commander of the Northern Lu- 
zon Command, says the two de- 
velopments are related only in 
that the military is making its 
presence more felt to prevent 
more killings. He says the mili- 
tary has never been involved in 
those attacks. 


Who are the enemies? 

Maj. Gen. Jovito Palparan Jr, 
commander of the Army's 7th In- 
fantry Division, says that by mov- 
ing some of his troops in towns 
and cities “within the sphere of 
influence or control of commu 
nist armies,” the military is “able 
to deny the enemy a network of 
mass support and financial re- 
sources.” 

Palparan says the govem- 
ment’s 37 years of fighting insur- 
gency have been long enough to 
“master” how the enemy oper- 
ates. 

Palparan’s critics say his ways 
are dangerous in that these do 
not distinguish who the enemies 
are. 

“There's a whole violation of 
due process and laws guarantee- 


ing the protection of the right to 
life, liberty and property set out 
in international laws and agree- 
ment on human rights and hu- 
manitarian standards,” says Fabi- 
an Hallig, chair of the Alliance of 
Concemed Teachers in the re- 
gion. 

For one, the targets of opera- 
tions in Palparan's expanded the- 
ater of war are not armed guerril- 
Jas, as soldiers in Gumi and other 
villages have professed to hunt 
down. 

“Legitimate organizations, 
their leaders, ordinary civilians 
are being subjected to surveil- 
lance, profiling and background 
investigation,” Hallig says. 


Military takes over 

Soldiers have visited Bayan- 
Pampanga chair Frank Mangu- 
Jabnan twice in his house in the 
capital City of San Fernando, ad- 
vising him to go to a detachment 
in Barangay San Jose to “have 
himself cleared.” 

Since June 26, three volun- 
teers of the Alyansa ng Mag- 
bubukid in Bulacan have gone 
missing in Barangay San Miguel 
in Hagonoy town. 


Gov't wants The Hague to expel Joma 
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him? I do not know but we will 
see soon,” he added. 

Ermita said the Philippine and 
Dutch governments had yet to 
hold formal discussions on the 
matter. 


Another obstacle 

‘There is, however, another ma- 
jor obstacle to Malacanang’s 
plan: The Philippines does not 
have an extradition treaty with 
‘The Netherlands. 

Even so, legal sources ex- 
plained that Malacanang was 


hoping that the filing of murder 
cases against Sison in various lo- 
cal courts would prompt Dutch 
authorities to consider the CPP 
founder a criminal fugitive and 
an undesirable alien. 

In such an eventuality, accord- 
ing to legal sources, Sison would 
be expelled from ‘The Nether- 
ands and turned over to Philip- 
pine authorities. 

Philippine defense and security 
officials earlier disclosed another 
Malacanang plan to tighten the 
noose on Sison—the filing of mur- 
der charges in The Netherlands 


against Sison based on affidavits 
of the widows of former commu- 
nist leaders Romulo Kintanar and 
Arturo Tabara. The two widows 
have accused Sison of ordering 
the killings of their husbands. 

According to the officials, this 
legal maneuver may prompt The 
Netherlands to arrest Sison, try 
him for murder and put him away 
for good in a Dutch jail. 


Beyond RP jurisdiction 
Sison has dismissed the 

planned murder charges against 

him as “politically motivated and 


meant to deceive the people and 
divert their attention from the 
criminal culpabilities of the Ar- 
royo regime for electoral fraud, 
corruption, and gross human 
rights violations.” 

Sison has also stressed that he 
was beyond the jurisdiction of 
Philippine laws. 

Released from jail by President 
Corazon Aquino in 1986, Sison 
sought refuge in The Netherlands 
the following year, His applica- 
tions for political asylum, howev- 
er, have been rejected thrice by 
the Dutch government, 


In Angeles City, soldiers have 
taken three civilians for question- 
ing regarding their links with the 
NPA. 

‘Amid all these, Hallig laments 
that “civilian authority is now 
subordinated to the military, with 
local governments tolerating 
these acts by simply pretending 
they don't know what is happen- 
ing in their areas of jurisdiction.” 

Only a few mayors in Bulacan 
have called for a stop to the use of 
barangay halls, day care centers 
and chapels since these are for 
public, not military, use. 


No uproar 

Unlike in the martial law era, 
local officials and church leaders 
have yet to demand the pullout of 
troops in the villages in defense of 
civil liberties and political rights. 
The Commission on Human 
Rights has not taken a strong 
stance against the presence of 
military troops among civilians. 

“You need not be a communist 
to be protesting against the gov- 
ernment. I think the military does 
not see it that way. To them, it ap- 
pears that all protesters clamor- 
ing for changes in this govern- 


Citing the protection afforded 
him by the Refugee Convention 
and Article 3 of the European 
Convention on Human Rights, Si- 
son has also claimed that the 
Dutch government could not just 
expel him “to anywhere he was in 
danger of torture and other ill 
treatment. 

Even so, Ermita said the Philip- 
pine government was satisfied at 
how the terrorist tag on Sison by 
the European Union and the Unit- 
ed States had dried up his sources 
of funds overseas. 

“ithas been good for us," said Er- 


bacillus thuringiensis) by agricul- 
tural firm Monsanto-Philippines. 

Albano supported the town 
council's resolution disallowing 
further tests of the GMO crops, 
amid fears that the agricultural 
products could harm the people. 

Isabela Vice Gov. Ramon Reyes 
said Albano's death was a big loss 
to Tagan because of the mayor's 
dedication and sincerity. 

“We lost one of those who are 
sincerely serving with determina- 
tion in the province,” said Isabela 
Rep. Faustino Dy III. 

‘With Albano's death, Vice May- 
or Josemarie Diaz assumed the 
mayoral post while Councilor 
‘Samuel Maddara took over the 
vice mayor's post. 


Rival 

Isabela Board Member Jesus 
Cruz Jt, one of Albano's political 
rivals, extended his condolences 
to Albano's family. 

Cruz said his rivalry with Al- 
bano centered only on their work 
as public officials. 

Cruz and Albano have pending 
court cases over the confiscation 
of logs and logging trucks al- 
legedly owned by the board 
member. With reports from 
Luige A. del Puerto and Gil C. 
Cabacungan Jr. in Manila and 
Villamor Visaya Jr, PDI North- 
ern Luzon Bureau 


ment are communists,” says Au- 
rora Broquil, chair of the Kilusan 
para sa Pambansang Demokrasya 
in Central Luzon. 

She believes that the military 
has taken its new form of war in 
the communities—a combination 
of anti-Left propaganda, harass- 
ment, threats, killing and abduc- 
tion—to remove or silence oppo- 
sition to Ms Arroyo's stay in pow- 
er, 

‘This, she says, also enables the 
administration to force develop- 
ment projects that are drawing in 
foreign investments but which 
are taking away what little farms, 
fishing grounds and other re- 
sources are left from the locals. 

These leaders fear that soon 
enough, the region will have its 
share of internal refugees or civil- 
ians displaced by the war taken 
by the military right at their 
doorsteps. 

For now, they say, activists and 
their constituencies will have to 
hold their ground through the on- 
ly power they know: To speak 
their mind out against the poli- 
cies they disagree with. 

“It’s a risky proposition,” says 
Polintan. 


mita who scoffed at Sison’s de- 
mands that the Philippine govem- 
ment use its clout to have his name 
stricken off the EU and US list ofter- 
rorists as a precondition for the re- 
sumption of peace negotiations be- 

tween Manila and the communist- 
Jed National Democratic Front, 

“I don't think he is in a position 
to give preconditions for the re- 
sumption of talks,” Ermita said. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo 
has accused communist rebels of 
colluding with her political foes 
and renegade soldiers in a bid to 
oust her in Februrary. 
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JI militants still training in Mindanao, Aussies warn 


AUSTRALIA FEARS MILITANTS BELONGING TO 
Jemaah Islamiyah, a terror network based in In- 
donesia, may be using rebel sanctuaries in Min- 
danao for taining, perpetuating the terrorism 
threat in the region, an Austalian official said 
Tuesday. 

Philippine security officials have said govem- 
ment forces destroyed major clandestine training 
camps used by J, al-Qaida's regional aly on Min- 
danao island in recent years. 

However, the oficials also acknowledge that 
Indonesian members of the group continue to 
hide in Mindanao. 

“s less clear how much is still going on,” Les 
Luck, Australia's ambassador for counterterror- 
ism, Said ofthe militant training. “They have been 
ppt under pressure, and there have been some 
dislocations. 

“Our assumption is that these groups are very 
persistent, and would continue to try and recruit, 
and are going to use safe havens anywhere as 
much as they could,” Luck told The Associated 
Press in an interview. “Their access to those sanc- 
tuaries needs to be shut down.” 

Luck spoke on the sidelines of a closed-door 
counterterrorism conference of Philippine and 
Australian officials in Manila. 

Among a few dozen JI members who Philip- 
pine authorities believe are hiding in the county's 
impoverished south are Indonesian militants Dul- 
matin, who goes by one name, and Umar Patek. 

Both allegedly played key roles in the 2002 
nightclub bombings on Indonesia's Bali island 
that killed 202 people, 88 of them Australians. 

A security official involved in hunting down 
the Indonesian militants, said Patek has been re- 
cently sighted on Jolo island, a key base of Abu 
Sayyaf—a small but violent a-Qaida-allied group 
‘on Washington's terror blacklist 

Washington has offered huge rewards for in- 
formation leading to the capture of Dulmatin and 
Patek, along with top Abu Sayyaf commanders 
led by the group's chieftain, Khadaffy Janjalani. 

US forces have been deployed in the south 
since 2002 to train and arm Filipino troops bat- 
ting militants, 

Australia has also increased its counterterror- 
ism assistance to Manila, helping train Philippine 
police criminal forensics and bomb blast investi- 
gators. It also plans to provide watercraft that 
Would help Filipino troops pursue militants in 
Mindanao's sprawling marshlands. 

Philippine defense officials say both nations 
are making progress in negotiations on an agree- 
ment for joint military training in the Philippines. 
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fight to Europe. 


The airline billeted 
more than 300 passen- 
gers in a hotel with the 
cancellation of fight PR 
102, airport sources 
Said. They took off for 
Los Angeles on Tuesday 
before 1 pam. but not 
before airport sources 
speculated that the 
cancellation was 
caused by unavailabili- 
tyof aircraft. 

Airline officials, how- 
ever, said the cancella- 
tion was due to techni- 
cal problems on the 
Boeing 747 jet that was 
supposed to be used for 
the fight, not because 
President Arroyo used 
the aircraft for her de- 
layed trip to Europe. 

The President was 
supposed to leave Sat- 
urday for her wip to 
Italy and Spain, but her 
departure was delayed 
by a day because she 
was taken to the hospi- 
tal Thursday night with 
diarrhea. She left Sun- 
day onan Airbus A340. 

“Definitely its not be- 
cause the President used 
one of our aircraft” Rol- 
ly Bsabilo, PAL vice- 

jent for communi- 
cations, told the Ingun 
ina phone interview. 
sabillo said thar the 
Boeing 747 assigned to 
the Los Angeles flight 
experienced some tech- 
nical problem. 

Estabillo said PAL 
immediately made the 
necessary adjustments 
for their other flights 
after Malacañang in 
formed the airline of 
the Presidents special 
flight to Europe. 
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NP, LP leaders eye coalition for 2007 electio 


By T] Burgonio parties are in talks for a possible coalition inthe2007 Recto confirmed plans by the party, headed by Sen. line-ups. 
elections, according to administration Sen. Ralph Manuel “Manny” Villar Jr., to coalesce with the Liberal “Between now and December, there will be 
LEADERS OF THE LIBERAL AND NACIONALISTA Recto, an NP member. Party to strengthen their senatorial and congressional talks between the two parties. We have less 
mem ren. 60 “WN a RENEE GCM STIEA bem meee $ , than a year to go before the elections, and 
r n many people are thinking of elections al- 
ready,” said Recto, who will himself be run- 
ning for reelection, 

He said he had not heard about any plans 
for the NP to merge with the faction of the LP 
led by Senate President Franklin Drilon. 

“What I've heard is a possibility of an NP-LP 
coalition. But with which wing, I don't know,” 
Recto said. 

The LP has been split into the factions of. 
Manila Mayor Lito Atienza, who is backed by 
President Macapagal-Arroyo and presidential 
chief of staff Michael Defensor, and Drilon, 
who called for Ms Arroyo's resignation at the 
height of the Hello Garci scandal last year. 

The Villar-led NB which counts more than 
20 House legislators led by Villar’s wife, Las 
Piñas Rep. Cynthia Villar, in its membership, 
did not join calls for the President's resigna- 
tion and is consequently viewed as pro-ad- 
ministration. 

The planned coalition between the coun- 
trys two oldest political parties has come un- 
der criticism from Senate Minority Leader 
Aquilino Pimentel Jr. 

“The project coalition of the LP and the NP. 
for the 2007 elections is a good move for short- 
term political gains,” he said in a statement. 


Personal popularity 

“It is, however, a reflection of the lack of 
specific platforms that differentiate one party 
from the other. Which is why political parties 
of the country are essentially weak and victo- 
ry in partisan contests rely more on the per- 
sonal popularity of the candidates than on 
party platforms,” he said. 

Pimentel also said the Koalisyon ng 
Nagkakaisang Pilipino, the umbrella organiza- 
tion of opposition parties that backed the 
failed presidential bid of the late movie star 
Femando Poe Jr. in 2004, should be dissolved. 

The coalition has outlived its usefulness, he 
said. 

“Indeed there is no need to keep a coalition 
that no longer serves its purpose,” he said, “In 
fact, itis my view that the coalition was dis- 
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No tax compromise 
for Ruffa, parents 


By Cynthia D. Balana 


‘THE BUREAU OF INTERNAL REVENUE WILL 
not entertain any settlement offer of the P3.3- 
million tax evasion case it filed against movie 
actress and former beauty queen Ruffa 
Gutierrez-Bektas and her parents, Eddie 
Gutierrez and Annabelle Rama. 

BIR Commissioner Jose Mario Bufiag an- 
nounced this yesterday in a press conference 
when asked if the BIR would accept a settle- 
ment of the case. 

‘The Gutierrezes have ‘asked the Depart- 
ment of Justice that the case be reinvestigated 
and remanded to the BIR. 

“You know the policy of the government. 
You know the policy of the secretary of fi- 
nance : no settlement,” Bufiag said. 

‘The respondents have been identified as 
owners of Royal Era Entertainment Inc. which 
produces movies, TV shows and concerts, and 
promotes show biz talents, 

Gutierrez-Bektas is the wife of Turkish million- 
aire Yilmaz Bektas and'was Second Princess in 
the 1993 Miss World beauty contest. Her father 
Eddie is an actor in the ‘60s while her mother 
Annabelle is a former starlet. 

‘Asked why the BIR allowed singer Regine 
Velasquez to settle her tax evasion case, 
Bufiag clarified that Velasquez’s case was not 
settled but was dismissed by the DOJ. The BIR 
has appealed the decision. 

“The case of Regine is different. It was not set- 
tled, it was dismissed. She paid but the case was 
dismissed and irs on appeal," he said. 

“OF course if somebody paid, you have to 
accept. But the payment does not mean the 
case will be dismissed because of the criminal 
aspect of the case,” he stressed. 

‘The Gutierrez family had blamed their tax 
problems on their “illiterate” maid-cook who, 
they said, failed to inform them of the request of 
a BIR officer who went to their residence to seru- 
tinize accounting records oftheir company. 

‘The respondents denied that they deliberately 
refused to cooperate with the BIR officer, adding 
that revenue officers, who were supposed to de- 
liver the second request for examination of Royal 
Era's books of accounts last March 27, were not 
allowed to enter their house for security reasons. 

They insisted that remanding the case to 
the BIR would erase doubt that they were de- 
nied due process. 

‘The BIR said that the company committed 


the following violations from 2003 to 2004: 

Unlawful pursuit of business. Royal Era 
was allegedly registered with the BIR only in 
1998 when its operations started in 1996. 

© Failure to file its corporate annual and 
quarterly income tax returns from 1998 to 
2002 despite having produced several movies 
and concerts. 

© Underdeclaration of income derived from 
millions of pesos in commissions received from 
GMA Network Ine. in its income tax returns by 
40 percent in 2003 and 222 percent in 2004 

© Failure to update its registration as an enti- 
ty subject to value-added tax and failure to file 
the requisite VAT returns and pay its VAT dues. 

‘Among the concerts produced by the compa- 
ny which the BIR was able to verify were: “Songs 
and Laughter Unlimited (Dec. 7 and 8, 2001),” 
“The Way We Are (Oct. 26 and 27, 2001),"*One 
Night Stand Date (Oct. 25 and 26, 2002),” "Ara 
in a One Night Stand with Hajji (Oct. 26, 2002)" 
and ‘A Very Wholesome Show” (Oct. 25, 2002). 

‘The company also produced several movies 
from 1998 to 2002, namely “Babae sa Cake” 
(1998), “Mga Liham ni Alberto" (1998), 
“Babae sa Dilim” (1999) and “She Wants to be 
Millionaire” (2001). 
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Rebs’ plea: Respect our civil rights 


COMMUNIST GUERRILLAS YES- 
terday urged the government to respect 
the civil rights of their comrades targetted 
by President Gloria Arroyo's revitalized 
two-year counter-insurgency campaign. 
“Suspected revolutionaries” are 
being secretly detained and tortured, 
while other members of the Commu- 
nist Party of the Philippines (CPP) 
and its 7,400-member New People’s 
Army (NPA) have been murdered by 


“death squads", CPP spokesperson 
Gregorio “Ka Roger” Rosal said. 

‘The goverment is pouring fresh 
troops into the provinces around Manila 
to comply with Ms Arroyo's orders to rid 
these areas of CPP-NPA influence within 
two years, but the military and police 
deny any role in a wave of killings of 
leftist figures in recent months. 

‘The 37-year-old Maoist rebellion is 
sustained mainly through extortion 


of businesses and local politicians, 
which Ms Arroyo says is holding back 
development of the rural areas. She 
shelved peace talks with the rebels 
two years ago. 

“A clear pattern of impunity has 
emerged in the course of the Ms Ar- 
royo regime's ‘all-out war’ of terror 
against the armed revolution and 
democratic people's movement,” Ros- 
al said in a statement. AFP 
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Embarrassments 


OPE BENEDICT XVI DOESN'T WANT THE CHURCH 
P: meddle in Philippine political affairs, President 
Macapagal-Arroyo declared after their 20-minute 
meeting at the Vatican last Monday. This was the impres- 
sion she gathered after receiving a copy of the Pope’s en- 
cyclical on justice, which defines “the role of the Church in 
the search for justice,” she said. 
Nothing new there really. That was 
EDITORIAL what Jesus Christ meant when he ad- 
monished everyone to “render unto 
Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and to God the things 
that are God's.” But if the President really believed that, 
what was she doing when she offered as one of her “gifts” 
to the Pope the newly minted law abolishing the death 
penalty? By her words and actions, Ms Arroyo merely 
confirmed the suspicions of her critics that she rushed 
Congress into passing the law precisely to please the Vati- 
can, preparatory to her visit. And if all these looked like 
an open invitation for the leader of the Catholic Church to 
push for the adoption of its position on various issues as 
official government policy, Ms Arroyo hardly minds. She 
proudly related that the Pope was “very supportive and 
encouraging” of her policies and her “work for the poor.” 
She added: “I am encouraged by his comments. He knows 
about the issues in the country.” 

Perhaps, the Pope and the President were talking about 
different things or on different wave-lengths. Archbishop 
Oscar Cruz of Dagupan said that when the Pope said 
“Well done,” it was not a blanket endorsement of her ad- 
ministration, but an expression of approval for the aboli- 
tion of the death penalty. “Its incongruent [with the 
Church’s position] for the Holy Father to say she has done 
a good job, what with all the scandals happening left and 
right, the graft and corruption, the termination of lives 
even of religious personalities,” Cruz pointed out. 

Cruz’s,of course, is the more logical interpretation, al- 
though it was the President that the Pope talked to. The 
President, who proudly professes her Catholic faith, has 
been known to come out of papal audiences apparently 
too much-awed and spellbound to recall her conversa- 
tions with unerring accuracy. Last year, she told CNN 
that it was after her conversation with Pope John Paul II 
that she finally found the “courage or conviction” to 
break away from then President Joseph Estrada and join 
the Edsa JI uprising in 2000. “The Pope had a very, very 
keen sense of understanding of what was happening in 
the Philippines and he was very encouraging toward my 
taking steps to make sure that I would do what I could do 
in order to promote morality in Philippine society,” she 
said. The only problem with her recollection of those 
events was that she announced her resignation from the 
Estrada Cabinet the day before her meeting with the 
Pope. 

Given „the President's sometimes faulty—or selec- 
tive—memory, the administration would save itself fur- 
ther embarrassment by not harping on the encourage- 
ment and support the Pope supposedly gave to her poli- 
cies and her work. On this trip, it was almost painful to 
hear Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye briefing reporters 
about the talking points between the Pope and the Presi- 
dent. Bunye said that during her meeting with the Pope, 
Ms Arroyo would discuss the sainthood of two Filipinos as 
well as the appointment of more Filipino cardinals. “We 
have two pending applications for sainthood,” he said. 
“Maybe she will work for the sainthood of the two beati- 
fied Filipinos.” He went on to say that Ms Arroyo would 
take up the “naming of more cardinals” because being the 
biggest Catholic country in Asia, “proportionately we 
should have more cardinals in the College of Cardinals.” 

Someone ought to have told Bunye that sainthood is 
not a license, a franchise or a job. No one “applies” for it, 
not even in behalf of a saintly countryman or relative. If 
the Philippine government “applied” for sainthood for 
some Filipinos, it would have been a first in the annals of 
the Church. It just isn’t the way things are done. And the 
same thing goes for presidential lobbying. 

If Bunye did his homework, he would have known, too, 
that the College of Cardinals is not Congress, whose 
membership is based on proportional representation of 
the citizens. Indeed, had he talked to anyone but himself, 
he would have been told that the Church is not a democ- 
racy. 

Maybe, the jet-lagged Bunye didn’t know he wasn't 
back home talking about a recalcitrant Senate and a rub- 
ber-stamp House of Representatives. 
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BLOCKED FROM BOARDING HIS EUROPE 
flight, party-list representative Satur Ocampo 
invoked his constitutional right to travel. Yet, 
the “Batasan 5” and their communist allies 
seek to destroy that same Constitution, a read- 
er writes. So, why should you give them the 
“benefits of law”? 

‘The question bugs many. They see that New 
People's Army attacks, and the National Demo- 
cratic Front’s “legal struggle,” are flip sides of 
the same coin. Both seek to overthrow govern- 
ment and install an unelected “dictatorship of 
the proletariat.” 

“The NPA shares the “same world view” with 
the Batasan 5, party-list representative Teddy 
Casifio murmurs. Democratic space, mean- 
while, gives them elbow room: from “peace 
talk consultant” passes to parliamentary im- 
munity from arrest. 

Isn't that allowing arsonists into your 
house? “This would never have been allowed 
in Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore, Thailand, 
Taiwan, South Korea,” columnist Antonio 
Abaya notes. Onli in da istupid Pilipins. 

Taking up arms against government is a 
crime. Being a communist is not. Casifio & Com- 
rades, nonetheless, shrink from the tag. Bayan 
Muna’s Satur Ocampo, Gabriela's Liza Maza or 
Anakpawis Rafael Mariano prefer antiseptic 
names like: “militants,” “leftists,” “radicals,” etc. 

Many in media oblige. That's understand- 
able. “The name of a man is a numbing blow 
from which he never recovers,” Marshall 
McLuhan wrote in his 1964 landmark study, 
“Understanding Media.” Except for North Ko- 
rea and Cuba, communism has collapsed ev- 
erywhere else. Who'd relish being identified 
with a bankrupt creed? 

‘The European Union and the United States 
didn't quibble. They've added NDF to their list 
of “terrorist organizations.” And that crimped 
funding from abroad. 

Doubts of Filipinos deepen over what com- 
munists refuse to discuss. “The cruelest lies are 
often told in silence,” Robert Louis Stevenson 
‘once saic 

Party-list representatives zippered their lips 


MEMBERS OF THE BLACK & WHITE MOVE- 
‘ment should really stop muddling things by be- 
ing there all the time and making it appear as 
though the citizens’ initiative to impeach Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo is their initiative. You would 
imagine from the way they keep invading the 
activities devoted to it that it is their brainchild. 
They should stop usurping things. It makes 
them look like their former boss. 

The issue, in any case, is black-and-white, 
they shouldn't make it gray. The one thing I'm 
stili waiting for Dinky Soliman and company to 
say is that GMA should resign or be ousted be- 
cause she cheated in the elections. They've said 
a mouthful of things about why she should re- 
sign, but they have yet to say that. 

‘When they left GMA's government last year, 
all they said was that GMA had lost the trust of 
the people. All they said was that GMA was no 
longer accepted by the people. That is opinion, 
Why on earth should GMA resign because of 
their opinion? When in fact the clearest and 
most obdurately compelling reason for why 
GMA should resign was staring them right in 
the face: That is, that she cheated in the elec- 
tions. That is not opinion, that is fact. That is 
truth etched in tablet, or in the obdurately 
compelling form of GMA's DNA-imprinted lan- 
guorously raspy voice saying "Hello Garci.” 

Dinky and company continue to say a 
mouthful about why GMA should resign—or 
be impeached—but they have yet to say be- 
cause she stole the vote. I leave them to say 
why they cannot say that. 

Tm all for the citizens’ initiative for impeach- 
ing GMA. The lawyers and politicians, who are 
often one and the same and to be found plenti- 
fully in the camp that pays money will, of 
course, scoff at it and say it has weak legal and 
legislative legs to stand on, if any. But clearly the 
manter has gone beyond the court of law (or of 
Congress) and landed squarely in the court of 
‘public opinion. The first has a “buy-able” judge, 
notably the congressmen, who stand to rule on 
the merit of impeachment; while the second has 
an incorruptible one, notably the public whose 
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when, in the last elections, they were bluntly 
asked by the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of 
the Philippines: “Do you support payment for 
‘permits to campaign’ levied by the NPA?” After 
she denounced the NPA for “extorting money 
from candidates of all stripes in the elections,” 
Akbayan's Etta Rosales said she became a tar- 
get for hit men. 

Neither will the Batasan 5 question “revolu- 
tionary taxes” that the NPA wrings at gun 
point. Taxation is the sole function of a 
sovereign government. Thus, theyll shuffle 
around NDF claims to a “status of belligeren- 
oy ie., heading another state. 

‘They've kept mum on the post-1992 CPP 
policy of assassinating former communists: 
Romulo Kintanar, Popoy Lagman and Arturo 
Tabara, among others. 

Meeting in Brazil, the World Social Forum 
called for a stop to threats against ideologues 
like Walden Bello, Lidy Nacpil and others. The 
assassination threats were credible, it said. 
“Kill the chickens to scare the monkeys,” Mao 
Zedong taught. 

Neither will they discuss the bloody pogroms: 
“Cadena de Amor,” “Takip Silim,” Operations 
“Missing Link,” “Kampanyang Ahos” and 
“Olympia.” How many were tortured and exe- 
cuted in the paranoia over military infikrators? 
Was it 2,000? Or 700 executed in purges that 
netted five agents, as Walden Bello claimed? 

Ioumen’s Juan V. Sarmiento Jr. wrote an in- 
sightful five-part series on this pogrom. "At 
night, I could hear screams” from party mem- 
bers dragged off for execution, recalls survivor 
Gil Navarro. But the communist policy of gritted 
teeth ensures we'll never know the fll truth. 

‘They've ignored the appeal of the victims’ 


Still, snap Gloria 
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will has been known to move mountains and re- 
move molehills. 

I do wish, however, that the citizens-im- 
peachers would emphasize one thing above all 
others. I do wish that the citizens-impeachers 
would put in black-and-white ahead of all 
items in their charge sheet one thing. That is 
the fact that GMA cheated in the elections. it is 
not that she has lost the public trust, it is not 
that she has become a dictator, it is not that she 
has caused the slaughter of the innocents or 
committed crimes against humanity. It is that 
she stole the vote, it is that she is not the right- 
ful President, it is that she is ruling this country 
‘without the voters’ mandate. 

‘That is the fountainhead of the iniquity. Ev- 
erything flows from there. The loss of public 
trust comes from it, the recourse to dictatorial 
methods comes from it, the murderousness 

id viciousness come from it. Everything else 
is subordinate toit. 

1 do wish, as my one other caveat, that the 
citizens-impeachers would launch an accom- 
panying campaign for snap elections, The one 
goes with the other. In the past, calls for theim- 
peachment of GMA have run up against the 
question, trotted out by her supporters, “But 
whom do we replace her with?" A ridiculous 
question doubtless—proposing as it does that 
anyone may seize the reins of government and 
keep them for as long as there is no immediate 
“altemative"—but unfortunately one that has 
not fallen on deaf ears. GMA herself is the best 
argument for it, demonstrating as she does 
that removing a bad leader can produce worse, 
Noli de Castro is second. 

The answer is snap elections. It preempts or 


families. “Name all those killed and identify 
the location oftheir mass graves.” 

Few talk on what their program of govem- 
ment will be. A flood of open letters, articles, 
“studies” and graffiti, meanwhile, cascades from 
“organizations” claiming to represent every sec- 
tor: students, migrants, workers, isherfolk, etc. 

‘These are cubbyhole operations with access 
to a fax, printer and computer. “They're mega- 
phones,” award-winning commentator Bobby 
Nalzaro points out. “And you'll know them by 
their silences." Their unvarying targets are also 
revealing: the Armed Forces of the Philippines, 
the United States, the President, anti-dissident 
programs, etc. 

Murky muteness erodes credibility. Thus, 
homegrown communists never muster enough 
warm bodies to topple even an unpopular 
regime like the Arroyo administration. 

Like Sisyphus, they've been locked into hi- 
jacking political groups, from Fernando Poe 
Jr's campaign to Erap's bid to beat plunder 
charges—to wrest power. That has eluded 
them so far. 

Neither can they count on widespread citi- 
zen support until transparency replaces the 
policy of selective silences. And that signa 
how a society can lose its own sou! if it with- 
holds constitutional rights, even to its ene- 
mies. 

‘The exchange between Will Roper and 
Chancellor Thomas More underscores this 
point. “So, now you give the devil the benefit 
of law?" Roper asks. 

‘And More replies: “Yes, What would you do? 
Cut a great road through the law to get after 
the devil?” 

Roper: “Yes. I'd cut down every law in Eng- 
land to do that.” 

More: “Oh? And when the last law was 
down, and the devil tumed around on you, 
where would you hide, Roper? .... Do you real- 
ly think you could stand upright in the winds 
that would blow then? Yes, I'd give the devil 
the benefit of law, for my own safety’s sake.” 
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voids the question “But whom do we replace 
her with?" that's bound to be raised again 
against impeachment. The answer to illegiti- 
macy is legitimacy. The answer to a leader who 
did not win the elections is a President who 
won an election. The answer to who to replace 
GMA with is who the voters want to replace’ 
her with. That's what democracy is. As I've ar- 
gued repeatedly, the most obvious legal argu- 
ment for snap elections rather than for succes- 
sion is that the presidency isn't being vacated 
by illness or incapacity, it has never been occu- 
pied. An impeachment initiative that says first 
and foremost that GMA stole the vote pre- 
sumes that. 

As Tve learned over time, however, what 
makes the wisdom of snap elections hard to 
grasp for many people is the misconception, 
that they can happen only once GMA resigns or 
is ousted. That isn't so at all, and that has to be 
said again and again, 

‘A snap election does not happen after GMA 
leaves, it happens before GMA leaves. Ic is not 
the effect of GMA leaving, itis the cause of GMA 
leaving. It is a way, a means, an instrument, a 
tool, a weapon, a crowbar to pry GMA loose 
from a position she is clinging to like glue, or 
like Ate Glue, illegally. Or at the least the call for 
a snap election is. That cal by itself, particularly 
where it is made by the most representative sec- 
tors of society, by the most credible representa- 
tives of those representative sectors of soci- 
ery—Cory, Archbishop Lagdameo and Cardinal 
Rosales, business leaders other than the equally 
fake Donald Duck (he has a reversible jacket, 
one side saying “Erap" and the other “GMA"), 
civil society stalwarts or the ones other than 
those who still have to return the Peace Bonds, 
and so on—will be as Joshua's trumpets tearing 
down the walls of tyranny like the cardboard fa- 
‘ade of a B-movie. 

Impeach GMA, hold snap elections to fill in 
the blank. The first can't prosper without the sec- 
ond. Both really need just one idea to get it across 
tothe public, and that is "Snap Gloria,” Sti 
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Second complaint to last eve 


THE SECOND IMPEACHMENT CASE AGAINST 
President Macapagal-Arroyo, initiated by a group 
of citizens and NGOs, is taking on a different pat- 
tern from the one filed last year. There were two 
complaints filed last year: the first was filed in 
June by Oliver Lozano and was endorsed by Rep. 
Rodante Marcoleta; the other, the “amended” 
complaint, was filed when Congress opened in 
July and was endorsed by nearly 40 opposition 
congressmen. Because the original complaint 
‘was filed a full month earlier, it was the one rec- 
ognized by the House. 

‘This year, the opposition has taken pains to 
avoid falling into the same predicament by re- 
sorting to “serial impeachment’—the filing of the 
same complaint every day by different sponsors. 
(Che latest to file is Bishop Deogracias Yñiguez, 
who, ironically, was reported to have headed a 
fact-finding committee of the Catholic Bishops 
Conference of the Philippines that two years ago 
came out with the conclusion that GMA really 
‘won the 2004 elections, albeit by a much lower 
marginover FJ) 

‘This second impeachment initiative has be- 
gun to take on a comic character because of 
the opposition’s “serialized approach.” What’s 
clear, as some House members have noted, is 
that despite the number of citizen-com- 
plainants, it will still be ultimately a numbers 
game. It will move only if it gains the support 
of 78 House members. Pencil-pushing has be- 
come a favorite game in the chamber once 
again. Among those doing it is Camarines Sur 
Rep. Luis Villafuerte, who wrote last year's jus- 
tie committee report and defended it on the 
floor. He recalled that last year’s complaint 
drew 158 votes against and 51 for impeach- 
ment, with six abstentions. This time, his fear- 
less prediction is that those against would be 
anywhere between 165 and 173, meaning that 
the pro-impeachment group would be consid- 
erably whittled down. He also says four among 
the six congressmen who abstained last year 
might join the ruling coalition. 

Villafuerte says that the charges in the sec- 
ond complaint are mostly a rehash of old ones, 
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and that the new ones can be easily debunked, 
But he’s looking very clinically at the political 
realities of an election year, when politicians 
wouldn't want to lose the public works projects 
they need badly to be reelected. 

Tve also heard that some House members are 
beginning to realize that some colleagues are just 
using the second impeachment to gain media 
mileage for their candidacis, Other lawmakers 
feel that after that “first bout,” tama na, husto 
na—tumahimik na tayong lahat at harapin na 
natin ang mga problema ng bansa. 

Then there's the “Macalintal principle” which 
says that the first impeachment case is still alive 
in the Supreme Court. There's also the feeling, 
even among non-GMA admirers, that with three 
years to go, patapusin na lang siya and let's hope 
the economy gets better, 

Al these arguments are making some con- 
yressmen conclude that this second case will be 
ismissed even more quickly than the first, Pun- 

dits also believe that GMA is stronger than during 
the first case and that if the economy continues to 
perform well, lusot na siya, 

‘Tomorrow is RP-Spanish Friendship Day. 
‘This was established three years ago by RA 
9187, authored by Sen. Edgardo Angara in the 
Senate and Speaker Jose de Venecia in the 
House. As Filipino writes historian and diplo- 
mat Jose Ma. Carifio noted, it was inspired by 
President Emilio Aguinaldo's decree 110 years 
ago paying tribute to the uncommon valor of a 
detachment of 50 Spanish soldiers and three 
priests who held out in Bales, fighting local 
Katipuneros for a year even after the war was 


n shorter? 


lost by Spain. Only 33 Spaniards survived the 
ordeal and Aguinaldo, learning of their gallant 
stand, ordered that they be given safe passage 
to their homeland. 
jer Natividad M. Roma, a labor arbiter in 
the Office of the Chairman for Adjudication, Na- 
tional Labor Relations Commission, recently re- 
turned to the country after serving as labor at- 
taché in Madrid for two years. She said she met a 
nephew of a Spanish soldier in that Baler siege, 
adding that this year’s observance will be more 
meaningful as GMA and former Labor Secretary 
Pat Sto. Tomas are in Madrid to toast it. She also 
referred to the “excellent and admirable penal 
system in Spain” where the jails are not crowded 
and have a recreation center, library, movie 
house, clinic, chapel, sports center and social 
workers for the prisoners. One time she visited a 
Filipino in jail and was made to wait while he was 
having his siesta. “Talking of derechos humanos!” 
Inmates are also allowed to work in prison, and 
she knew one Pinoy who sent his salary as a 
tocinero in prison to his family in RR Inmates also 
get to enjoy provisional liberty. Their application 
to spend a few days outside is approved by the 
judge on condition that they report to the police 
daily and exhibit good conduct, At one time an in- 
mate spent such time in the Philippine Overseas 
Labor Office. Natty was also astonished to learn 
thata Filipino detainee in Barcelona was released 
from jail a day after the trial. “Que maravillosa!" 
‘The UE College of Law and its alumni associa- 
tion will hold a colloquium on Charter change 
tomorrow at 2 p.m. at the UE Conference Hall. 
Dean Amado D. Valdez, colloquium moderator, 
sald the panelists include former, Secretary 
Gualberto Duavit, Davao Rep. Douglas R. A. Ca- 
gas, Sulu Rep. Hussin U. Amin, Philconsa 
Fortunato B 1986 Concom mem- 
Vicente B. Foz, former Sandigan Justice 
Rodolfo G. Palattao and business executive Rufi- 
no R. Tan. It's one of a series of colloquia initiat- 
ed by UE chair Panfilo 0, Domingo to increase 
awareness on vital national issues, as part of the 
UE diamond jubilee celebration. 


Of saints and martyrs 


A FEW DAYS AGO, FIRST GENTLEMAN MIKE 
Arroyo said that a saint—Saint Teresa of Avila no 
lessi—and two future possible ones belong to the 
Arroyo-Tuason-Pidal family tree. Mr. Arroyo 
‘made the claim while aboard the flight that took 
the First Couple to the Vatican for a meeting with 
Pope Benedict XVI. He revealed this even as the 
Arroyo administration is being accused of com- 
mitting a variety of unsaintly acts. 

‘This makes one review and reflect on what re- 
ally makes a saint, particularly a martyr, canon- 
ized or not, in this day and age. 

The Philippines now claims two saints, both 
males—San Lorenzo Ruiz and San Pedro Calung- 
sod who were canonized in 1987 and 2000, re- 
spectively. These two men from a long-ago centu- 
ryleftoutin the cold the saintly and daring Moth- 
er Ignacia del Espiritu Santo, founder of a major 
Filipino religious congregation for women. Moth- 
er Ignacia’s cause has been well documented 

In the 1970s, the Philippines needed a canon- 
ized saint, and so the proponents searched for 
one. That was how it was in the case of Lorenzo 
Ruiz who was killed, along with Dominican mis- 
sionaries, in Japan several centuries ago. I read 
the book on the search by Antonio Delgado, am- 
bassador to the Vatican during the Marcos era, 
and was shocked to learn that there was no candi- 
date at that time. In the beginning, there was no 
name, no face, no place, no event to speak of. But 
the Philippines had to have a saint and so the 
search was on. Lorenzo Ruiz surfaced, 

As | asked in 1987, why couldn't it have been 
the garotted Fathers Burgos, Gomez and Zamo- 
ra? Or for future canonization, the two Ka- 
bankalan lay Church leaders German Moleta and 
Alex Garsales who were murdered in the bitter 
sugar cane fields of Negros in 1980? Wasn't their 
death a proclamation not only of their Christian 
beliefs but also, and more importantly, of their 
faith in Christ's teachings about the Kingdom of 
‘Truth and Justice which these latter-day martyrs 
helped bring to fuliness? 

‘Well-known theologian Karl Rahner questions 
the traditional concept of martyrdom which is 


CHRISTIANITY MEANS TURNING THE OTHER 
cheek. So when the Palace slaps the Pope, he has 
to grin and bear it. The President claims the Pope, 
through her, wants Catholic bishops to cease and 
desist commenting on issues such as Charter 
change. The Pope, she says, looks dimly upon ec- 
clesiastical comments or participation in political 
issues. 

What did Pope Benedict XVI say, regarding the 
Catholic Church and polities? In his first encycli- 
cal letter, “Deus Caritas Est” (this can easily be ac- 
cessed on the Internet; any Catholic parish 
should be able to provide the curious citizen with 
a copy), he wrote the following: 

First, he explained the Catholic interpretation 
of the separation of Church and State: “The just 
ordering of society and the State is a central re- 
sponsibility of polities. As Augustine once said, a 
State which is not governed according to justice 
would be just a bunch of thieves ... Fundamental 
to Christianity isthe distinction between what be- 
longs to Caesar and what belongs to God ... in 
other words, the distinction berween Church and 
State, of, as the Second Vatican Council puts it, 
the autonomy of the temporal sphere. The State 
may not impose religion, yet it must guarantee 
religious freedom and harmony between the fol- 
lowers of different religions. For her part, the 
Church, as the social expression of Christian 
faith, has a proper independence and is struc- 
tured on the basis of her faith as a community 
which the State must recognize. The two spheres 
are distinct, yet always interrelated.” 

Second, he defined what politics should be 
about: “Justice is both the aim and the intrinsic 
criterion of all polities. Politics is more than a 
mere mechanism for defining the rules of public 
life: its origin and its goal are found in justice, 
‘which by its very nature has to do with ethics, The 
State must inevitably face the question of how 
justice can be achieved here and now. But this 
‘presupposes an even more radical question: what 
is justice? The problem is one of practical reason; 
but if reason is to be exercised properly, it must 
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simply that of a "free, tolerant acceptance of 
death for the sake of the faith.” This definition, he 
says, excludes death in an active struggle. Rahner 
pleads that this concept be broadened. “The 
death Jesus ‘passively endured’ was the conse- 
quence of the struggle he waged against those in 
his day who wielded religious and political pow- 
er. He died because he fought: his death must not 
be seen in isolation from his life.” 

Rahner questions why Bishop Oscar Romero of 
El Salvador, who was slain while fighting for jus- 
tice, a struggle he waged because of his conviction 
as a Christian, is not officially called a martyr. “Cer- 
tainly, (Romero) was prepared for his death,” Rah- 
ner insists. He also finds it strange that Maximilian 
Kolbe, who offered to die in the place of a family 
man in Hitler's concentration camp, was canon- 
ized as a confessor and not as a martyr. 

Controversial Brazilian theologian Leonardo 
Boff adds: Jesus did not go unsuspectingly to his 
death .... He remained radically faithful to his 
message, to the Father and to the course he had 
chosen. He did not avoid his adversaries, nor flee 
from the crisis in Galilee, but ‘resolutely took the 
road for Jerusalem’ (Luke 9:51) for the final con- 
frontation.” 

There are several kinds of martyrs, Boff says. 
‘There are martyrs because of their public profes- 
sion of a faith that de-absolutizes and de-di- 
vinizes the powers of this world. History is full of 
such martyrs, he says—from the time the Roman 
emperors were declared divine, and on to the pe- 
riods when fascist tyrannies held sway. 

There are also martyrs, he adds, on account of 
their faithful adherence to the teachings of Christ. 
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undergo constant purification, since it can never 
be completely free of the danger of a certain ethi- 
cal blindness caused by the dazzling effect of 
power and special interests.” 

‘Third, on the Church's social teachings, he said 
“Tt is not thé Church's responsibility to make this 
teaching prevail in political life. Rather, the 
Church wishes to help form consciences in politi- 
cal life and to stimulate greater insight into the 
authentic requirements of justice as well as 
greater readiness to act accordingly, even when 
this might involve conflict with situations of per- 
sonal interest. Building a just social and civil or- 
der, wherein each person receives what is his or 
her due, is an essential task which every genera- 
tion must take up anew. AS a political task, this 
cannot be the Church's immediate responsibility. 
Yer, since it is also a most important human re- 
sponsibility, the Church is duty-bound to offer, 
through the purification of reason and through 
ethical formation, her own specific contribution 
towards understanding the requirements of jus- 
tice and achieving them politically” 

Fourth, in rendering to Caesar what is Caesar's 
and to God what's God's, he said: “The Church 
cannot and must not take upon herself the politi- 
cal battle to bring about the most just society pos- 
sible, She cannot and must not replace the State. 
Yet at the same time she cannot and must not re- 
main on the sidelines in the fight for justice, She 
has to play her part through rational argument 
and she has to reawaken the spiritual energy 
without which justice, which always demands 
sacrifice, cannot prevail and prosper. A just soci- 


In the past, Boff says, Christians, driven by their 
religious faith, undertook actions which had po- 
itical consequences; today, more and more 
Christians, particularly in the Third World, are 
carrying out actions, based on political convic- 
tions that originate in faith and the Gospel. 

Christian martyrs or simply heroes? Only God 
knows where to draw the line. Enda McDonagh, 
author of “The Making of Disciples,” tres to put 
the issue to rest: “It would be foolish to resist ex- 
tending the range of Christian martyrdom to 
those who give their lives for their neighbor in 
political contexts. It would be equally foolish to 
interpret all deaths for political causes as unam- 
biguous instances of Christian martyrdom.” 

isn’t the assassinated Protestant Rev. Martin 
Luther King Jr, a champion of civil rights in Amer- 
ica, a saint whom Catholics should emulate? What 
about the Hindu proponent of non-violence, Ma- 
hatma Gandhi? Or, the four Catholic women mis- 
sionaries who were massacred in El Salvador, and 
recently, St. Dorothy Stang who died defending 
the Amazon forest and its inhabitants? 

Filipinos do not have to search in musty 
archives. We have our own modern-day Christian 
saints who remain alive in the hearts of those 
they lived and died for. 

“Seven in the Eye of History” has been com- 
pacted into a new cheaper version, “Mga 
Bagong Bayani: Moder Filipino Heroes” (edit- 
‘ed by Asuncion David Maramba) and is now sold 
in bookstores. These seven heroes, including Ni- 
noy Aquino, lived and died before the turn of the 
century. 1 wrote the one on Macli-ing Dulag- 

Claretian Publications has a reprint of “All 
Saints: Daily Reflections on Saints, Prophets 
and Witnesses for our Time” by Robert Ells- 
berg. It’s a great mix of Therese of Lisieux, 
Gandhi, Martin Luther King, Benedict, Paul VI, 
Hildegard of Bingen, Hammarskjold, George 
Fox of the Quakers, Dorothy Day, Takashi Na- 
gai, ete. for 365 days. 
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ety must be the achievement of politics, not of the 
‘Church. Yer the promotion of justice through ef- 
forts to bring about openness of mind and will to 
the demands of the common good is something 
which concerns the Church deeply” 

He explained that while “the formation of just 
structures is not directly the duty of the Church, 
but belongs to the world of politics .... The 
Church has an indirect duty here, in that she is 
called to contribute to the purification of reason 
and to the reawakening of those moral forces 
without which just structures are neither estab- 
lished nor prove effective in the long run.” 

In other words, the Church, through its bish- 
ops and priests, lays down moral guidelines and 
interprets them, insisting all the while thar hu- 
man behavior reflects the principles of Christian 
thought. What the Pope calls for is for Catholic 
citizens to take up the fight to make the teach- 
ings of their faith impact on political life: "The 
direct duty to work for a just ordering of society, 
con the other hand, is proper to the lay faithful. 
As citizens of the State, they are called to take 
part in public life in a personal capacity. So they 
cannot relinquish their participation ‘in the 
many different economic, social, legislative, ad- 
ministrative and cultural areas, which are in- 
tended to promote organically and institutional- 
ly the common good.’ The mission of the lay 
faithful is therefore to configure social life cor- 
rectly, respecting its legitimate autonomy and 
cooperating with other citizens according to 
their respective competencies and fulfilling their 
own responsibility. Even if the specific expres: 
sions of ecclesial charity can never be confused 
with the activity of the State, it still remains true 
that charity must animate the entire lives of the 
lay faithful and, therefore, also their political ac- 
tivity, lived as social charity.” 

Full disclosure: the Black & White Movement, 
as an organization, is a petitioner in the impeach- 
ment complaint against the President. [am one of 
the convenors of Black & White, 
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I believe that what we become depends on what our fathers 
teach us at odd moments, when they aren't trying to teach us, 
We are formed by liile scraps of wisdom, 
—Umberto Eco, “Foucault's Pendulu 


1 LOOK LIKE MY FATHER. THIS EARNED ME A SPECIAL 
place in his heart, so T was able to get away with anything as 
far as he was concerned. 

Father was a quiet man, whose tongue loosened only un- 
der the influence of 
alcohol. I cannot re- 
member ever having 
had heart to heart 
conversations with 
him. In fact, I cannot 
remember any “big 
moments” with him. 
1 cannot remember 
being spanked or 
scolded by him, 
things my siblings 
had experienced. His presence in my life was something that- 
Ttook for granted, 

He passed away when I was in college. And that’s when 1 
realized how true was the saying that we only appreciate the 
presence of people in our lives when they're gone, The death 
of my father left a longing within me that can never be re- 
placed. 

Tve known many people who deal with this hollowness 
with regret, telling themselves they should have done some 
things differently or feeling sorry that they were not better 
daughters. But] have no such regrets, [know was not exact- 
ly the best daughter a father could have, but I had been me 
and I think my father appreciated that. We had no “big mo- 
ments” together, but in that short span of time between my 
birch and his death, our lives overlapped. Every minute of it, 
Twas his daughter and he was my dad. Iwas the person that | 
‘am and he treated me in the only way he knew. I didn't want 
to change anything because I knew it would be unlike my fa- 
ther to wish that did, 

Twas in my final year in college when 1 met my other dad,, 
and he was in his last year at the university, too, Í was gradu- 
ating, he was retiring. While some professors were either ad- 
dressed as “Doctor,” “Prof,” “Sir” or “Ma'am,” he was better 
known and referred to by his initials: CRR. (I think some stu- 
dents didn't even know what CRR stood for) 

He taught the bloodiest course in Agricultural Engineer- 
ing during our time. Some students took the course twice, 
others thrice, and still others more times than that, My tran- 
stript of records shows that I took it only once, it felt like T+ 
took it seven times. 

Tt was a very demanding course, mentally and physically, 
but the real agony started when failed to take the final ex- 
ams, He gave me a 4.0, a conditional failure, and I had to 
work hard for the rest of my college days to get it changed 
to a 3.0. 1 took a total of six exams, the results of which 1 
never saw. Every time I approached him to inquire, all he 
would tell me was the schedule for the next one. And every 
time I got that response, I became more and more frustrat- 
ed. 

‘There were times I wished that I had flunked it outright 
because that would have spared me from spending time in 
the limbo of suspense and uncertainty. 1 felt that I was being 
challenged intellectually. 1 was obsessed with the cours 
took all the examinations he was willing to give. I stopped 
asking for the results. I felt so uncertain, I was afraid, I was’ 
hurt but Iwas too stubborn to give up. 

Despite everything, I couldn't get myself to get mad at 
him. Sometimes when I was doing some experiments for my" 
thesis, he would come near and observe what! was doing. At- 
first, I didn't appreciate it.I didn’t like the pressure from his 
presence. I saw it as torture, a test that I was failing miser- 
ably. 

Eventually got used toit. I realized that he was just tyiig 
to help. He saw things, small problems and inconveniences I 
either didn’t notice or chose to ignore, and he suggested 
‘ways to solve them. 

The torture about my grade of 4.0 ended one day soon 
after I had completed the defense of my thesis and fin- 
ished writing it. 1 was going to graduate, and only the 4.0 
was in the way of my march to-the stage to receive my 
diploma. So I went to his office and asked him, “Sir, am I 
graduating?” 

He told me to inquire from the college secretary the next, 
day. 

Thad waited the whole semester, so another day wouldn't 
matter, I told myself. But even, then I already knew the an- 
swer and I knew I deserved it. 

When I went to the office of the college secretary, he gave 
me the thumbs-up sign the moment he saw me. I felt like cry- 
ing. 

T went to my professor's room and said a hurried thanks 
since he was getting ready to leave. I did not see him again 
after that. 

T think he might have exaggerated the torture a bit but 
maybe he wanted me to get serious and remind me that 1 
can't get away with poor performance so easily. Maybe he 
was preparing me for the world out there, and giving me the 
kind of lesson only a father can give. 

in my my thesis’ acknowledgments, I wrote: “Thanks to 
Dr. Carlos del Rosario for all the concer, the lectures, father- 
ly preaching and challenges. All of my life, I guess, | will nev- 
er see, a grade as lovely as your 3.0.” 

In case he didn't get to read that one and he happens to 
read this piece instead, I'll say it again: “Thank you, Sir Dad- 
ay” 

From my two dads, I got no long talks or big words, only 
great lessons. 
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We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts on current issues? We 
welcome contributions from the 
twentysomething and below.—Ed. 


Emy Bautista, 29, finished her BS in Agricultural Engineering 
at the University of the Philippines, Los Baños and now works 
in a government corporation. She is pursuing her master’s de- 
‘gree in Public Management at the UP Open University 


NOTICE To YOUNGBLOOD CONTRIBUTORS: 
‘Send your contributions by e-mail to youngblood@inguir- 
fezcom.ph together with your address, age and the school, 
course and year you're enrolled in or, if employed, the posi- 
tion you're holding and the company you work with. Con- 
tributions to Youngblood should not have been previously 
published. 


Tuey SAID 
Abused legacy 


“Without [people empowerment and a sense of own- 
ership among Filipinos}, our tourist spots will be seen 
as nothing more than products that can and should be 
used, instead of a legacy to our children and grandchil- 
dren that must be preserved.” 

Former Education Secretary Ricardo Gloria on tourism 


Mo. 


All-out war unmasks real GMA 


GLORIA MACAPAGAL-ARROYO 
launched her all-out war against the com- 
munists not in her speech in Cauayan, Is- 
abela but long before that—when ac- 
tivists and government dissenters, includ- 
ing journalists, began to disappear or to 
be killed in broad daylight, with impuni- 


With her declaration of an all-out war 
against the Reds, GMA has practically 
shed all her pretensions about the 
killing of militants, the harassment of 
the Batasan 5, the implementation of 
CPR and the issuance of 1017. Her all- 
‘out war declaration revealed her real in- 
tent to rob the Filipino people of their 
freedoms, even if must cost lives; and it 
has become clear as the blue skies that 
she is principally responsible for the on- 


going series of militant killings in the 
Philippines. 

Justice Secretary Raul Gonzalez said 
we have to suffer the “collateral damage” 
of this war against the insurgents. But we 
need no longer look into the future for 
this harm (read: “killings”) to befall our 
country. It is already unfolding and it will 
only intensify in the coming months as 
GMA unleashes her dogs of war to go af- 
ter not only the insurgents but also the le- 
gitimate critics of her unpopular adminis- 
tration, who will then be listed as “collat- 
eral damage” in the language of Gonza- 
lez 

1 fear for innocent civilians. I fear for 
the unarmed, peaceful dissenters. 1 fear 
for those who call themselves the silent 
majority, for eventually they, too, will 
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bear the brunt of Š 

the Arroyo adminis- 

tration’s militaristic approach to solving 
‘our country's problems. 

GMA will succeed only in making her- 
self the best recruiter for the insurgency 
movement. From the time she imposed 
herself as the President of this country, 
she has charted only two directions for 
our people: the first leads toward jobs in 
other countries; the second leads toward 
the insurgents’ training camps out in the 
hills. 

GMA does not have a solution for our 
countrys problems. She is leading our 
people to perdition. 

—CLEMBACANI, 
Arlington Avenue, 
Riverside, CA 92504 
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When will militant, media killings stop? 


‘THE CENTER FOR COMMUNITY JOUR- 
nalism and Development (CJD) strongly 
condemns the killing in Kidapawan City, 
North Cotabato of NGO workers and part- 
time journalists George and Mace! Vigo. 

Their brutal, cold-blooded and sense- 
less killing puts to question the capacity 
of this government to protect its citi- 
zens, and highlights the existence of a 
culture of impunity that it so assiduous- 
ly denies. 

The slaying of George and his wife Ma- 
cel in broad daylight makes a mockery of 
justice and erodes the foundations of 
democratic institutions. Their killing 
couldn't have happened at a more ironic 
confluence of events: the celebration of 
Jose Rizal's birth anniversary and Justice 
Secretary Raul Gonzalez’s chilling state- 
ment that the loss of civilian lives as “col 
lateral damage” may be unavoidable in 


Mindanao, to rebuild their lives. He wrote 
for UCANews, a Catholic news service. 
Macel was executive director of the Peo- 
ple's Keayuhan Foundation Inc. (PKFI), 
which is implementing the Integrated Re- 
habilitation Project for B'laan evacuees. 
She used to host a radio program on chil- 
dren and women's issues. Both were ac- 
tive in the peace movement in Cotabato 
and worked tirelessly to establish a peace 
radio network. 

The CCID joins other voices in loudly 
and vehemently condemning the inhu- 
man attacks on journalists, NGO workers, 
activists and people who simply want to 
shape a better tomorrow for their coun- 
uy. 

Even as the CCJD demands justice for 
George and Macel, it joins other voices 
plaintively asking: when will the killings 
stop? 


an all-out war with insurgents. 

‘At the time of his death, George was 
‘working with the Community and Family 
Services International (CFSI), a non-prof- 
it organization assisting thousands of Fil- 
ipinos, displaced by armed conflict in 


—REDBATARIO, 
executive director, 

Center for Community Journalism 
and Development, 30 Quezon Avenue, 
Phase 4, Bankers Village If, 

Antipolo City, 1870 Rizal 


IF you have any complaints, grievances or suggestions about the 
treatment of news and photos by the Inquirer, you may write to 
the Readers’ Advocate, Philippine Daily Inquirer, Chino Roces 
‘Avenue, corner Yague and Mascardo Streets, City of Makati or 
send a fax to Nos. 897-4793, 897-4794, or e-mail readersadvo- 


cate@ inquirercom.ph 

Writers of letters to the editor are requested to include their 
complete address and telephone or pager number or e-mail ad- 
dress for verification purposes. The Inquirer will not publish any 
letter unless such information is supplied. 


Not involved in selecting 
proposed town’s leaders 


‘THIS IS A REACTION TO THE NEWS STORY 
headlined “Town formed to return sultan do- 
minion to Muslims,” (PDI, 4/17/06) to which 
my attention was recently called by Dr, Portia 
Mapanao. 

‘The news report made it appear that I was 
interviewed and 1 was supposed to have said 
this: “The decision would boost the peace ef- 
fort, according to Dr. Erlinda Santurias, presi- 
dent of Southern Christian College.” (The 
spelling of my family name is “Senturias.”) 
Right after I supposedly made the statement 
came the report that the first set of the new 
town's officials will be appointed by Interior 
Secretary Ronaldo Puno. 

T would like to make it clear that I do not 
want to be involved in the selection of leaders 
in the area because this is a very sensitive issue 
which only the Bangsamoro should decide 
The above-mentioned news story appears to 
give the impression that I favor one of the par- 
ties contending for the leadership of the town, 
and thisis not true. 

‘There are two sultans now in Midsayap: Sul- 
tan Quezon Blao was installed on Jan. 29, 
2006; Sultan Dimasonsang Fernandez Tambi- 
lawan Ii, on the first week of May. Both belong 
to the Dilangalen clan and each of the two has 
his own following. The latter is reportedly the 
choice of Secretary Puno for the leadership of 
the proposed municipality which has yet to be 
created by law. 

T was not personally interviewed by Nash 
‘Maulana. If I were interviewed, 1 would have 
said that the proposed town should not only be 
composed of 11 Muslim-dominated barangays 
because, based on our partnership with the 
Bangsamoro communities in Midsayap, the 
town has 18 barangays that are predominantly 
Muslim. 1 know this because our school en- 
tered into a parmership with the Department 
of Agrarian Reform during the time of Secre- 
tary Horacio Morales to form the Rajah 
Buayan Special Agrarian Reform Communities 
which is composed of the 18 Muslim-dominat- 
ed barangays. 

1 really wish there is peace in the area. The 
Muslim-dominated barangays are very poor 
and generally neglected. Some of the 
barangays have poor roads and dilapidated 
school buildings. Also, they have no electricity, 
no safe water supply, etc. 

But peace can only come when the people's 
aspirations shall have been heeded and their 
needs met; and when problems like land con- 
flict such as the problem now in Barangay 
Rangaban, are addressed by bringing together 
all the contending parties to a dialogue. 

Tris also important that people are prepared 
for governance and leadership. There should 
be a genuine desire to make the area prosper 
because itis rich in resources. But it needs to 
be properly developed 

—DR. ERLINDA N. SENTURIAS, 
president, Southern Christian College 
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‘Mindanao correspondent Nash Maulana has 
admitted that he did not interview Dr. Erlinda 
‘Senturias for his article. The INQUIRER regrets this 
breach of journalistic ethics. Ed. 


DAR reminded of owners’ 
right to compensation 


LANDOWNERS HAVE ALL THE RIGHT TO 
hold on to their lands and to resist any attempt 
to deprive them of their lands without just 
compensation. In other words, landowners 
have the right to defend their land ownership 
from anybody, including the Department of 
Agrarian Reform. It is clear from the Constitu- 
tion and RA 6657 that agricultural land acqui- 
sition/expropriation cannot be implemented 
without just compensation. 

Landowners are just too willing to submit to 
the land reform program of the government. 
But they have been made to suffer the abuses 
‘committed by the DAR in the implementation 
of PD 27. Thirty-three years after their agricul- 
tural lands were “redistributed,” they have yet 
to receive just compensation, 

‘The low agricultural production in the 
Philippines is the offshoot of the govern- 
ment’s poor implementation of agrarian re- 
form laws. The DAR has only succeeded in 
creating uncertainties in agricultural land 


onen tens te Coe TOLL FREE 1-800-10SAMSUNG ot ran scuurona ie ot 
ownership. 
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ec TNR Pert No. A3040, Sanes ot 2008. 
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Review schools’ regulation studied 


BAGUIO CITY—THE COMMISSION ON HIGHER the es ‘of the board of nurs- great! perpara P prad Norenia Faai pd pea bed aey Fae leaders is slor 
: í fs ing under “preventive suspen- Jasmin said the existence of re- chapter president of the Philip- We feel that the initiative of thi 
Education (CHEd) is studying the legal status ofre- sion” pending an investigation of view schools should concern gov- pine Nurses Association, urged [Baguio] examinees will open @' 
view centers in the city after a nursing review the allege! Been a ernmenteducators because "their the ne = intercede on their can of worms [which explains] ~ 
+ i A P Stis ‘They claimed that the R.A. Ga- continued operationisanimplied behalf to prod PRC to immediate- the sweeping [PRC] statement .!!'" 
school here was implicated in alleged irregularities „uz Review Center distributed criticism of the way our educa- ly act on the allegations. that nee Ja no leakages A con 
during the June 11 and 12 licensing examinations. copies of the test questions and tion system has failed, and we “Although the examinees, who clusion has been arrived and yet' 
answers that were allegedly should not let this slide.” claimed that there was leakage, no investigation has been cor 
Magdalena Jasmin, CHEd are therefore beyond the jurisdic- leaked to the reviewers by a Officials of Baguio's nursing were examinees from Baguio City, ducted," they said. #a 
Cordillera director, said all of the tion of state education regulators. member or members of the nurs- community also asked the city we were not discounting the pos ‘The council voted on Monday to 
review centers that the commis- About 100 nursing graduates ing review board. council to investigate the alleged bility that the phenomenon could pass a resolution that warned the 
sion has encountered, which offer and deans of nursing schools in The review center's officials irregularities. have happened nationwide," Laca- PRC against a “whitewash” of the 
crash courses for aspiring lawyers, Baguio have petitioned the Pro- said the complainants mighthave Mary Grace Lacanaria, naria and Dao-ayen saidina June investigation of the alleged irregu- 
nurses and other professions, “on- fessional Regulation Commission mistaken for “leakage” their rou- Cordillera president of the Asso- 23 letter to the council. larities in the recent nursing board 
ly operate using business licenses (PRC) to delay the release of the tine distribution of “emergency” ciation of Deans of Philippine “We are saddened by the fact examinations. Vincent Cabreza, 
issued by local governments,” and test results on July 2, and to put test scenarios on the eve of each Colleges of Nursing (ADPCN), that action coming from PRC and PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 
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Dead man found at sea bottom 
VIRAC, Cetanduanes—A businessman, who was diving for fish as a sport, 
found the body of a man at the bottom of Cabugao Bay just 20 meters from 
the shore. Lary S. Que said he was with four other men on Tuesday morning, 
about to catch fish near the Virac port when he ventured offshore. When he 
dived, he was shocked to find a man Iying face down at the bottom about four 
‘meters below. Barangay captain Nelson Marzo said the man could have been 
klleg less than six hours earlier as blood was stl lowing from a wound near 
his right eye. The dead man was described as In his mid-40s, slim, about 5'3" 
in height, dark complexioned and long-haired. He wore a yellow-green polo 
shirt and black boxer shorts while the front of his right thigh bore a "Sputnik" 
tattoo. The body was taken to the Eastern Bicol Medical Center for autopsy 
Ferman Gianan, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


4 new priests in Laguna 
SAN PABLO CITY—The bishop of San Pablo ordained four new priests in 
Laguna on Thursday for the first time since he assumed office last year. Or- 
dained by Most Rev. Leo Murphy Drona were Fathers Christian Edward L. 
Abao, Francis Eugene A. Fadul, Niño B. Formeloza, and Emil B. Laraño. The 
city has about 2 million Catholic residents. 

PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Robbers kill guard 
CLARK FIELD, Pampanga—A security guard was killed by robbers who took 
atleast 14 drums of diesel from the compound of a construction firm here on 
‘Sunday. The body of Junel Britanico, 43, a security guard of Leadway Con- 
‘struction and Development Corp., was found by another guard on Monday. 
His hands and feet were tied and his face wrapped with masking tape. He had 
wounds in the head. Police said 14 drums of diesel were missing. 

Jun Malig, PDI Central Luzon Desk 


x Bomb attack death toli now 7 
A hae riimid D: COTABATO CITY—Another relative of Maguin- 
DAREDEVILS ANAE ere danao Gov. Andal Ampatuan died two days after 
Children of Banaue, Hugao take offi their wooden scooters for a motocross publicity tour Children ride the scooters around steep E EIE A ae 
Sorron d opid ages danao police chief Supt. Lumala Gunting said the 
latest fatality, Datu Tee Uy. 8, died on Sunday 
z : while being treated in a hospital here. The bomb 
6 S Cotabato cops in trouble for AWNING SUNS "Pa Suzuki muticab paries in ton 
. p p of the town's newly-built market. Earlier, six peo- 
ple were killed, including a 3-year-old girl and two 
GENERAL SANTOS CITY—SIX mount to grave misconduct and Some of the policemen who The NBI secured a search war- Telatives of Governor Ampatuan who survivedthe || 
policemen in South Cotabato are the penalty for this is dismissal joined in the raid were shocked rant after a civilian informed the [aaia See Ey ON 
under fire for allegedly pawning from the service,” Doria said. ‘upon learning that the NBI opera- NBI that the service firearms of "0i house durno a a an and Charlie C. a Mindanao Bureau 
their issued firearms. Doria learned about the tionwasmeanttorecoverpawned some policemen in Sto. Niño Lad : 
Chief Supt. German Doria, pawned service firearms of six  government-issued firearms. were pawned. Am 
Central Mindanao police chief, Sto. Niño policemen after a raid Lawyer Boye Mama, NBI chief Doria said he ordered an in- bulances for ARMM 
vowed to crack the whip on the conducted bythe National Bureau here, refused to divulge the ventory of all government-issued 
erring policemen of the Sto. Niño of Investigation (NBI) in a pawn- names of the policemen. He, firearms. perspi tea parandan a oF paenan anadai 
municipal police station. shopin Tupi town on Monday. however, said owners of the “We would like to account for = prove the delivery of health services in the region, where mortality rate Is 
Jf proven guilty, Doria said, the NBI men and members of the pawned government firearms all the govemmentissued high. sThe health of my people is one of my priority concerns,” he said. 
policemen would be dismissed Sto. Niño police recovered six havebeen frequenting the NBI of- firearms in South Cotabato...” Ampatuan also ordered provincial and municipal health officials to regu- 
from the service. firearms which later were found fice here pleading that their said Doria. Aquiles Z. Zonio, PDI ary report to their offices. 
“What they did was tanta- tobe issued to the policemen, firearms be released tothem. Mindanao Bureau Charlie C. Señase, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Baguio courts fall | EA. ME men 
silent as 4 of 7 oan in bomb attack 
judges penalized KA S 


COTABATO CITY—Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao (ARMM) 
Gov. Zaldy Ampatuan has approved the purchase of at least five ambu- 


COTABATO CITY—POLICE IN THE 
hunt against two Moro Islamic Lib. 
eration Front (MILF) commanders 

BAGUIO CITY—THE JUSTICE them P2,000 each. who were allegedly involved in the 

Hall here fell silent on Wednes- One of the penalized judges failed attempt on the life of Maguin- 

day with many courtrooms closed said he would appeal the high danao Gov. Andal Ampatuan. 

for the day, justas news broke out court's decision. ; But Senior Supt. Akmad Ma 

that the Supreme Court had dis- — Reyes said the SC decision had A malinta, ARMM police chief, said 

missed one and penalized four of further divided the judges. He there was no deadline for the cap- 
the seven regional trial court was discounting any reconcilia- y ture of Jamil Ombra and Sajid 
judges. tion even after four years of ten- Pakiladato. 

Judges Clarence Villanueva, sion in the Justice Hall. j 5 Mamalinta said policemen 
Amonio Reyes and Amado “These are very deep wounds : have started scouring some areas 
Caguioa suspended their trial and these are so deep I can hardly of Maguindanao. 
schedules between 9and 10a.m. feel the sting anymore,” said ` Ombra is commander of the 
Wednesday. Reyes. 2 MILF's 105th Base Command 

The courtroom door of Vil- The feud had also polarized while Pakiladato is his deputy. 
Janueva, in particular, drew court the city’s lawyers, who took sides “We are now running after 
employees because itwas marked during an investigation conduct- Meee them. These are criminal acts and 
with the sign, ‘Judge on leave.” ed by the Court of Appeals. vei they should be punished accord- 

The SC dismissed Villanueva Some members of the Integrat- is the courtroom of Regional Trial Court Judge Clarence Villanueva, the only judge among seven ingly,” Mamalinta said. 
for concealing the fact that he ed Bar of the Philippines’ local feuding members of Baguio's judiciary, who was dismissed by the Supreme Court for concealing two Seven people were killed when 
sired two children with another chapter criticized Ayson for going illegitimate children. The judges’ feud had kept operations at the Justice Hall tense for the past four years. a roadside bomb exploded near 
woman while he was still mar- public instead of bringing his evermruroinomicanuzonsuien the Shariff Aguak town public 
ried. complaints straight to the high market as a convoy bearing Am- 

Judge Ruben Ayson implicated court. Tam sure the SC will appoint in- suit filed by Ramon Tlusorio, one bling inside court premises. patuan was passing by. 
Villanueva, Reyes, Caguioa, Other IBP members defended terim judges so the Baguio courts of the heirs of Potenciano Tuso- The SC dismissed the com- Investigators said the type of 
Judges Antonio Esteves, Edilber- Ayson for blowing the whistle on will continue functioning,” he rio, one of the BCC's majority plaint against Claravall, whom the bomb used in Friday's explo- 
to Claravall and now-Pasig City the Baguio judges’ alleged mis- said. shareholders. Ayson criticized for making hima sion, which also injured at least 
Judge Abraham Borreta in differ- deeds. Except for Villanueva's dis-  Borreta was fined P10,000 for subject ofajoke. Among the feud- 10 people, were similar to the 
tent violations by injecting his Lawyer Abelardo Estrada, IBP missal, none of the judges was acting as counsel ina Baguioland ing judges here on Wednesday, 2003 explosion that killed Datu 
cusations in a 2002 executive or- Baguio-Benguet chapter presi- suspended. Reyes was fined deal, while Caguioa was fined only Esteves proceeded with his Piang Mayor Saudi Ampatuan, a 
der he penned for anothercase. dent, said their only concern P30,000 for dining at the expense P10,000 for allowing a court em- court schedule. son of the governor. 

‘Among the violationsisaninci- were rumors that most of the of the Baguio Country Club de- ployee to act on his behalf in sev- Aysonsaid“theSChasspoken” Police also tagged Ombra and 
dent when at least three judges judges would be suspended. spite the fact that he was hearing eral adoption cases. and declined to further comment Pakiladato in the earlier attack, 
gambled inside the court atapar- “It will take three weeks some- several cases about its ownership. Borreta, Caguioa and Esteves ontheruling. Vincent Cabresa, Jeoffrey Maitem, PDI Mindanao 
ty for which the high court fined timesto replace a judge, although He was also in the middle of a were fined P2,000 each for gam- PDI Northern Luzon Bureau Bureau 
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BONDOC PENINSULA UNREST 
NGOs agitating farmers, says landlord 


‘(They) 
opted to 
stage... 
rallies 
instead of 


working 


with us in 
building 
their new 
community,’ 
says scion; 


reaction 
from 
landlords,’ 
says 
PEACE 


Foundation 
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THE CUT trunk of the 


“maulawin” tree containing the 

supposed image of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary and the Infant 
conmeuteomoto 


Jesus. 
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By Delfin Mallari Jr. 
Lucena City 


SCION OF ONE OF THE BIGGEST 
landlords in the Bondoc Peninsula 
in Quezon province rues how his 
family has been ill-portrayed as 
“unjust and despotic” in recent 
media coverage of a group of 
farmers who chose to be jailed in 
Camp Crame, Quezon City. 


“Our family has been unfairly treated in the 
media through these outsider nongovemment 
organizations and farmers groups,” said Mayor 
Victor Reyes of San Narciso town in Quezon. 

Reyes, 44, said it was ironic that the agrarian 
unrest would be fomented by the NGOs and 
‘groups that professed to support and protect 
the farmers rights. 

Last month, a group of farmers gave them- 
selves up at the Philippine National Police head- 
quarters to face 187 criminal cases filed against 
them by the Reyes family and other big 
landowners in the Bondoc Peninsula. The 
charges include qualified theft, estafa to tres- 
passing. 

‘They said they chose to “surrender” rather 
than face alleged harassment by the landlords, 
their lawyers and goons. They are pressing for 
ownership of certain coconut-producing areas 
in San Narciso, San Francisco and San Andres 
under the government's Comprehensive Agrari- 
an Reform Program (CARP). 

Reyes is the youngest of nine children of the 
late Domingo Reyes, a shipping magnate, politi- 
cian and known crony of the former strongman 
Ferdinand Marcos, who, based on media re- 
ports, owned at least 12,000 hectares of land in 
the three municipalities. 

‘An elder brother, Ramon, is the mayor of 
Buenavista, where their father ruled for 
decades as vice mayor and eventually as mayor. 
‘The patriarch died in November 2008. 


‘Only 1,142 hectares’ 

‘The young Reyes corrected the reported fig- 
ures of the familys total land ownership. He 
claimed that the family actually owned only 
1,142 hectares of titled pasture land and co- 
conut plantation in Villa Reyes in San Narciso 
and San Andres, and another 100 has of land in 
Buenavista. 

“Most of the parcels of land have already 
been distributed by my late father to all his chil- 
dren and his more than 50 grandchildren. Some 
have abig share, some have none, including my 
‘own kids," Reyes said with a laugh. 

But he admitted to maintaining around 
1,400 has of land in San Narciso under a Social- 
ized Industrial Forest Management Agreement 
(Sifma) with the Department of Environment 
and Natural Resources. 

“Ies now a vast forested area planted with 
huge trees. 1 want to fulfill my mandated role as 
a local government official and be a part of the 
government's reforestation program,” said 
Reyes, a known advocate of environmental pro- 
tection in Quezon. 

For three consecutive years, San Narciso has 
been awarded the “Gawad ng Pangulo sa Ka- 
paligiran-4th Class Municipality” by the nation- 
al government. A fourth-class municipality has 
an annual income ranging from P13 million to 
P21 million over the last three years. 

‘The town's coastal waters have also been 
known as strictly off-limits to illegal fishers. 


Timberland 

But one of the NGOs supporting the farmers 
is standing firm on the Reyes family’s total land- 
holding of 12,000 has. 

“The Reyeses’ landholdings are a combina- 
tion of titled and nontitled tracts of land, includ- 
ing a vast timberland which they also claim as 
theirs,” said Danny Carranza, land tenure im- 
provement program coordinator of the Philip- 
pine Ecumenical Action for Community Em- 
powerment (PEACE) Foundation. 


‘| 
By Romulo Ponte 
Sta. Cruz, Laguna 


“HOLY” IMAGE EN- 
Ama in an Agli- 

payan church in Sta. 
Cruz, Laguna is drawing 
many devotees who believe 
itis miraculous. 


“The image of the Virgin is 
sharply shown on both sides of 
the cut maulawin trunk, and is 
not engraved or drawn. Both sur- 
faces of the trunk are very smooth 
because a carpenters saw or rip- 
saw was used in cutting the 
maulawin," said Fernando To- 
bias, a local Marian devotee, 

On June 4, the feast day of Sta, 


a 


7 ‘Maulawin 
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"seattle herd. 


Carranza said the foundation had recorded 
at least nine land titles covering 14.79 has each 
and registered in the names of Domingo Reyes’ 
grandchildren. 

‘Another 15 land titles, with a total area of 
930 has, are registered in the names of Domin- 
go's children and Viva Shipping Lines, which 
used to be owned and operated by the Reyeses, 
he said. The shipping line stopped plying the 
Marinduque-Lucena and Masbate-Lucena 
routes in early 2000. 

Carranza described the land tities of the 
Reyeses as “magulo” (problematic). 

“They also have alot of pending applications 
for titles even for timberland areas in San Nar- 
ciso and San Andres, to which they are claiming 
ownership,” he said. 

Carranza urged all the stakeholders—the 
Reyeses, farmers, the Deparment of Agrarian 
Reform, and the Department of Environment 
and Natural Resources—to come together in a 
dialogue and clarify all the gray areas so the 
truth could be ferreted out. 

‘A check with the DAR office in Gumaca sup- 
ported Reyes’ figures. 

“Based on the records of our office, the Reye- 
ses have only close to 3,000 hectares of titled 
properties in the Bondoc Peninsula,” said Ale- 
jandro Cruz, provincial agrarian reform offices, 
said, 


Compromise offer 

Reyes said his family was willing to drop all 
the charges against the “farm workers” and 
‘would help release those in jail if they accepted 
their offer of 590 has of land to be distributed to 


all petitioners and nonpetitioners setting in Vil- 
la Reyes. Based on the family’s records, around 
300 families live on the land, he said. 

He said they had been offering the parcel of 
land at the back of Villa Reyes to all the farmers 
Jong before the agrarian troubles started. 

Cruz confirmed Reyes’ offer to the farmers 
but said the landowners had presented only a 
“deed of sale” as proof of ownership of the land 
but without the corresponding tide. 

‘The DAR officer said that when he checked 
with the register of deeds, he found thatthe title 
for the tract of land had been canceled as most 
of ithad been classified as timberland. 

“But we believe that the Reyeses acquired the 
land in good faith,” Cruz said. Reyes said the 
family bought the property from a certain Col. 
Osmundo Mondoñedo in 1992 for P3.5 million. 

‘The mayor acknowledged that the title had 
been canceled but clarified that when his father 
first made the offer, the Mondoñedo estate still 
had a valid title. 

Reyes said DAR personnel had discouraged 
them from giving away the land for free. "We 
were told that with the experience of the DAR, 
doled-out lands were often just wasted by the 
beneficiaries.” 

‘At present, the land is worth P15,000 per 
hectare, payable in installment for a period of 
10 years. 


Unsuitable for farming 
One of the farmers who are in jail in Gumaca 
town explained why they all rejected the offer 
“That land is not suitable for farming. Be- 
sides, it's too far from our former farmland and 


itwould take almost one whole day of walking,” 
Henaro Saul said in an earlier interview. 

Reyes argued that the main spirit of the gov- 
emment’s Comprehensive Agrarian Reform 
Program “is the distribution of land and not the 
farm products therein.” 

He said that CARP beneficiaries should be 
the ones to cultivate the land and make it pro- 
ductive. 

He said the municipal government unit had 
already earmarked P240,000 for the survey of 
the land for distribution. 

The DAR has also allocated P12 million for ; 
the construction of the access road to the area, 
he said 

He said they have started negotiating with 
concerned national government agencies to be- 
gin the development of the site. 

“Unfortunately, the farmers and NGO agita- 
tors opted to stage these protests and rallies in- 
stead of working with us in building their new 
community,” Reyes lamented. 

‘The PEACE Foundation’s Carranza said 
blaming the NGOs as a group of rabble-rousers 
wasan insult to the farmers. “It’s a normal reac- 
tion from landlords like the Reyeses," he said. 
Acquisition 

The mayor traced the ownership of the large 
parcels of land to 1920 when his grandfather, 
Gregorio Reyes, bought 400 hectares of forest- 
ed land from a Portuguese named Victor Alfon- 
s. 

He said his father later bought the surround- 
ing areas. 

“My father was only 3 years old in 1927 
when our grandfather sailed to Burias Island in 
Masbate and bought his initial herd of cattle. 
From there, our stocks of cattle grew in number, 
aside from the stocks of carabaos and goats. 
Our family is really fond of maintaining pasture 
animals,” Reyes said. 

In the 1950s, after the death of his father in 
1947, Domingo began to plant coconut trees in 
the pasture land and to build wooden ships, 
which started the fleet of the family-owned Viva 
Shipping Lines. 

At that time, the only means of travel for 
Bondoc residents was barges and wooden ships 
that sailed in the Tayabas Bay and docked at 
Cotta port in Lucena City. 

“He hired workers from Leyte, Samar and 
Masbate to take care of the animals, build ships, 
and plant coconuts during his spare time,” 
Reyes recalled. 

“The farm workers helped my father in his 
cattle breeding and in retum, the entire Reyes 
clan helped them and their families in various 
ways. There were no problems then,” he said 

He showed a copy of documents purportedly 
signed and thumb-marked by at least 400 farm- 
ers from Barangay Tala, San Andres in February 
1983, attesting that they were hired as farm 
workers of the Reyes patriarch. 


’ image draws Marian devotees 


Cruz, the town celebrated the 
96th anniversary of the discovery 
of the appearance of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary holding a baby on the 
wood. The image has been called 
the Our Lady of the Virgin of 
Maulawin, the patroness of the 
local Aglipayan church. 


Loggers’ find 

A document written by Asun- 
cion R. Fernandez and Trinidad C. 
Juanillo, teachers of the Pedro 
Guevarra Memorial National High 
School in Sta, Cruz, tells the story 
of the discovery of the image: 

In May 1909, Felipe Reyno and 
other loggers went to a mountain 
called Bagumbong in Jalajala, 
Rizal. Among the trees they cut 


before a heavy downpour oc- the place. 


curred was a maulawin. 

When the rains subsided, the 
group had the maulawin log 
pulled by a carabao. To their sur- 
prise, it slid ahead of the animal. 

When the log reached the Sta 
Cruz port, nobody bought it. A 
certain Tomas Santos, popularly 
called Mang Tomeng, begged the 
sellers to give the log to him for 
use as a post for his cows’ shelter 

On June 4, 1910, a Saturday, 
Santos decided to have the wood 
cut. While a carpenter was saw- 
ing the log, he was shocked to see 
on the surface of the cut trunk an 
image of the Blessed Mother and 
the Infant Jesus. 

Neighbors learned about the 
incident and started to flock to 


peared on ali the cut port 
Santos had the sharpest 
visible one. 


Dazzling light 
He gave his image toor 


kept it at a makeshift 


called Apolinario Mabini 


toserutinize the trunk. 
dazzling light suddenly 


morevisitors came, 


t 


Images of Mother and Son ap- 


to Pimentel or Mang Poleng, who 
Daang Malusak, which is now 


From time to time, people 
would come and visit the shelter 


One night, an extraordinary 
in the place, after which even 
‘At that time, a certain Maria 


Maulawin was reportedly per- 
forming miraculous healing of 


patients. Many people believed 
that the woman was living in the 
small house where the cut trunk 
was kept, but it was later found 
that nobody was staying there 

‘The caretakers of the miraculous 
image decided to have it blessed 
“They asked that a Mass be said at the 
place, which they called the Church 
ofthe Poor (Simbahang Maralita). 

When the trunk was pho- 
tographed, a sharper, clearer im- 
age of the Blessed Virgin and the 
Infant Jesus appeared. x 

On June 4, 1911, the Church of 
the Aglipayans celebrated a 
thanksgiving Mass in honor of the 
Blessed Virgin, The huge number 
of devotees who came led to the 
declaration of the date as the 
feast day of Sta, Cruz. 


tions, but 
and most 


ne Hipoli- 


shelter at 


Street 


appeared 
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Bishop files impeachment complaint 


FrompageAl Violation of the Constitution, in _polialaciy ingupwiththetuthand thetuth The CBCP has isued several pes- the Lozano initiative, saying it 
pen i tech. connection with claims Ms Ar- em is apolitical. This is not the CBCP toral letters urging the President to lacked form and substance. 
Charges are not dismissed on tech- Fo igged the May 2004 elec. Truth is apolitical Iesactually the citizens and think put a closure to controversies dog- The opposition has said that 
TE as endorsed by left-wing ton, graft and corruption and The 65-year-old prelate told Malacañang should know what ging her Syearcld adminisration, Lozano is a Palace straw man and 
party-list Rep. Loretta Anne Ros- abuse of authority which alleged- reporters that as a concerned citi- are! the legal contents ofthe law of including the “Hello Garci” wiretaps. that his complaint last year was 
fles who joined in carrying |Y stemmed from an attempt to zen he wanted to join the search impeachment,” Iñiguez said. The opposition said the record- meant to keep Ms Arroyo in pow- 
peach-colored balloons asa sym- COVeF UP the controversies and for the truth amid the crisis of le- He said he hoped thatthe Pres- ings were evidence Ms Arroyo er, not to oust her. Lozano’s com- 
p a which led to political killings and gitimacy hounding the Arroyo identwouldseethe light afterher tampered with the May 2004 plaint last year was endorsed by 
‘The Constitution allows one im- Muzzling ‘of dissenters. presidency that had undermined meeting with Pope Benedict XVI elections. This prompted the fil- an administration lawmaker. 
peachment case against the Presi- House Majority Leader Pros- the “civility of the country for in Rome on Monday inthecourse ing of three impeachment cases On Tuesday, Lozano notified the 
dent ina year. pero Nograles slammed Iñiguez, quite sometime.” of her seven-day European trip. against her in the House last year. House that he was refiling his old 
But Lownie it is unclear when accusing him of engaging in par- Iñiguez said he did not believe “I hope her encounter with the Because Oliver Lozano, 66, case that was dismissed, pointing 
the one year period begins afera ‘sampolitical activity. that he should disassociate him- Pope will bring some conversion to who led agitation for the return out that June 28 was officially the 
Nee eee mae lastyeas "We would like stricter interpre- self from politics, Faith and reli- the President so we are praying for of deposed dictator Ferdinand start of the one-year period for the 
aa of he President pave tation of the separation of Church gion, he said, should contributeto_herandforthecountry"hessid. Marcos in 1986, was first to fle filing of a new impeachment case 
dded to fle impeachment com. 2NA state” Nograles said. “Maybe the development of society. The President said afer a the impeachment complaint against the President, not June 26, 
plaints every day for one week, re- i$ all right to express one's views He said filing an impeachment 20-minute meeting with Pope Bene- against Ms Arroyo, her majority as the opposition suggested. He 
peat the charges contained in 25A Filipino but when you startin- complaint against Ms Arroyo maybe dict XVI that he was very supportve allies in the House threw out the said he fled his impeachment case 
e aae Mon T volving yourself in a purely polit regarded asa purely polišcalprocess. of herpoices and did notlookkind- opposition petition. The pro-Ar- on June 27, 2005, a month before 
The charges include culpable cal process, it becomes a partisan ‘But it’s in the context of com- ly on Church meddling in her affairs. royo forces then promptly killed the opposition did. 


‘Men with older brothers ... ere -o WERE 


From page Al in context of the overall rate of gaert said in his report in the PNAS issue in June. who can’t hear well 
homosexuality in men, which he The mother may react to a male fetus as hear better... 

being homosexual, a finding that suggested was about 3 percent. “foreign”—but not to a female fetus because = 

researchers say adds weight to With several older brothers, the mother also is female. 

the idea of a biological basis for the rate may increase from 3per- It might be like the maternal immune re- 

sexual orientation. cent to 5 percent but that still sponse that can occur when a mother has 

“fs likely to be a prenatal ef- means 95 percent of men with Rh-negative blood but her fetus has Rh-posi- 
fect," said Anthony F Bogaert of several older brothers are hetero- tive blood. Without treatment, the mother 
Brock University in St. sexual, according to Bogaert. can develop antibodies that may attack fetus- 
Catharines, Canada, “This and ‘The effect of birth order on male es during future pregnancies. X 
other studies suggest that there is homosexuality has been reported "If this immune theory were correct, then ; Mes, Alice Tan 
probably a biological basis forho- previously, but Bogaer’s work is the link between the mother’s immune reac- Grandmather 
mosexuality.” the first designed to rule out social tion and the child's future sexual orientation 

S. Mare Breedlove of Michigan or environmental effects. would probably be some effect of maternal 
State University said thefindingeon- m., anti-male antibodies on the sexual differenti- 
firmed a physical basis absolutely. Biological effect ation of the brain,” Bogaert suggested. 

“anybody's first guess would have pee said he concluded the Whether that’s what happens remains to be 
been that the older brothers were fect was biological by comparing seen. But it is a provocative hypothesis, accord-  SEskessie iouspii innig ase Mairen lieth sgl espe tied 
having an effec socially, but thisda- men with biological brothers to ing to a commentary by Breedlove, David A. Puts Redieyiipesseapaietip Sekar a aad 
ta doesn’t support that,” Breedlove those with brothers to whom they and Cynthia L. Jordan, all of Michigan State. 
said in a telephone interview. were not biologically related. ‘The research was financed by the Social 8 6 7 iain, 41 9 1 6 

‘The only link between the broth- ‘The increase in the likelihood of Sciences and Humanities Research Council of y 
ers is the mother, and so the effect being gay was seen only in those Canada. Reports from APand Reuters | RECOGNIZED BY THE PHILIPPINE SOCIETY OF AUDIOLOGY 
has to be through the mother, espe- whose brothers had the same 
cially since stepbrothers didn't have mothers, regardless of whether 
the effect, according to Breedlove, they were reared together, he said. 
who was not part of the research. Men reared with several older 

stepbrothers or adopted brothers {$ 
4 groups of men do not have an increased chance t Avail of 

Bogaert studied four groups of of being gay. AN 2 ey 
gay and straight Canadian “So what that means is that the Pi oa EH 0% installment Pi Tv 
men—944 people in all—and an- environment a person is raised in Credit Cards rojection 
alyzed the number of brothers really makes not much differ- [9 TOSHIBA DVD Player 
and sisters each had, whether ence,” Bogaert said. on All Items from 
they lived with those siblingsand What makes a differenceishav- É DLP 
whether the siblings were related ing older brothers who shared the CTV 
by blood or adopted. same womb and gestational expe- 

In a paper appearing in this rience, suggesting the difference is to ‘ 
month's issue of Proceedings of because of “some sort of prenatal July 31, 2006 Distributed in the Philippines by’ 
the National Academy of Sci- factor,” according to him. 
ences (PNAS), Bogaert said that Bogaert suggested that one fl ONLY! CITITECH INCORPORATED / 
having several biological older possibility was a maternal im- TOSHIBA SHOWROOM 
brothers increased the chance mune response to succeeding Unit 107 ES: Bid; 
that a man would be gay. male fetuses. k z En rS 

It’san effect that can be detect- “These results support a prenatal Anson Main Bldg. 416 Ortigas Avenue 
ed with one older brotherand be- origin to sexual orientation develop- r x Greenhills, San Juan M.M. 
comes stronger with three or four ment in men and indicate that the Landmark, 
or more, Bogaert said in a tele- fratemal bith-order effect is proba- É Alabang Sales Hotline: (632) 726-9174 
phone interview. bly the result ofa matemal memory” J 

But this needed to be looked at for male gestations or births,” Bo- 
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singing praises.” 


The Walkman™ phone that goes 3G 


W900i 
+ 470 MB internal music storage, with expandable 


memory of up to 268 
© TV-quality video 


The 3G phone that’s slim and classic 


K608i 

+ 1.3-megapixel camera 

+ Video call, media streaming and 
capable 


[ronnie Broadbond | 
HSDPA 


Your music in your phone 


W800i Walkman” 


e Internal storage for up to 150 music tracks, 
with expandable memory of up to 2 GB 

‘© 2 megapixel camera with autofocus and 
video recording 

# Up to 30 hours listening time 
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“Also available on other monthly plans 
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No more police escorts for VIPs 


Exemptions include those who get death threats 


By Jocelyn R. Uy 


THE NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION PO- 
lice Office (NCRPO) has ordered the 
pullout of all Metro policemen assigned 
to provide security to government offi- 
cials beginning July 1. 

In a memorandum circular, Senior 
Supt. Danilo Pelisco said that public offi- 
cials could only request the service from 
the police if they are “under actual 
threat(s) of death or physical harm and 
thatthe threats, after due evaluation, are 
assessed to be imminent or highly possi- 
ble.” 

Pelisco, chief of the NCRPO Regional 
Personnel and Records Management Di- 
vision, however, said the security ar- 
rangement could be scrapped anytime or 
according to the needs of the Philippine 


Who are 
on bay 
polluters’ 
roster? 


By Blanche S. Rivera 


SEVERAL FIRMS IN- 
volved in the food 
business topped the 
list of Laguna de Bay 
polluters, according 
to the Laguna Lake 
Development Author- 
ity (LIDA) as it 
launched yesterday 
its “Pasaway sa Lawa” 
Awards, a variation of 
the mock award given 
by government agen- 
cies and environmen- 
talists to water pol- 
luters, 

Knotsberry Farm 
Manufacturing 
Corp, producer of 
ABC jelly and Jel- 
lyum; Cabalen Man- 
agement Co. in Pro- 
ject 4, Max’s in San 
Pablo, Laguna; Mc- 
Donalds in Fairview, 
Avenetto Pizzeria in 
Visayas Avenue and 
Banawe Soybean 
Curd Food Products 
were in the first 
batch of “Pasaway” 
awardees. 


Others on list 

The other “Pas- 
away” firms were the 
Wave-Federal Brent 
Oil Corp. in Pasay, 
The Blue Building- 
Felina Properties in 
Quezon City, Pepma- 
co Manufacturing 
Corp. in Laguna, 
HNR Pacific Indus- 
tries in Caloocan, 
CFF Farm in Morong, 
Conan Enterprises in 
Muntinlupa and Fo- 
rum Building. 

LIDA general 
manager Casimiro 
Ynares Il said the 13 
firms were chosen for 
having repeatedly vi- 
olated water quality 
standards. 

Ynares himself 
served a cease-and- 
desist order (CDO) 
on Knotsberry in Tan- 
dang Sora, Quezon 
City and McDonalds 
Fairview yesterday. 
The CDO cited the 
companies’ “deliber- 
ate, wanton and con- 
tinuous discharge of 
wastewater without 
conforming to the ef- 
fluent standards set 
bylaw" 

A statement from 
Zonito Torrevillas, 
‘communications 
manager of Golden 
Arches Corp., howev- 
er, said the McDon- 
alds outlet was al- 
lowed to reopen late 
yesterday afternoon 
by the LLDA. 


p 


pe 


National Police. 

Those who want to request for securi- 
ty should write to Director General Ar- 
turo Lomibao, the PNP chief, Pelisco 
added. 

Following the issuance of the memo- 
randum, Chief Supt. Juan Urani Jr, 
NCRPO deputy director, reminded the 
five Metro police district chiefs that no 
uniformed personnel should be detailed 
as protective security to any public offi- 
cial expect in “highly exceptional” cases. 

Exempted from the memorandum are 
the country’s top officials—the Presi- 
dent, Vice President, Senate president, 
House of Representatives speaker, the 
Chief Justice, and the secretaries of de- 
fense and local government. 

Pelisco also stressed that only police- 
men with the ranks of POL to SP03 


Buying your own car is exciting, until you con 


‘To get your dream loan today, vist any BPI or BPI Fami 
For more information, call the Auto Loan Direct Marketing hotline at 845-6777 during ollice hours 
(Example: AUTO Manny Gomez 8456777 Makati City) and send it 1o 


BPI FAMILY SAVINGS BANK 


Gel started on tomorrow. 


what might happen on t 


id even alternative means of 


should be detailed as security escorts 
‘The approval of the National Police Com- 
mission chair must first be obtained in 
the case of higher-ranking policemen, he 
added. 

His memorandum pointed out that 
policemen acting as security escorts 
should also keep the following in mind: 
They must not perform the duties of a 
watchman, gatekeeper, family driver, er- 
rand boy or employee. 

‘They are also prohibited from accom- 
panying the people they are guarding on 
trips abroad. 

“Their duties shall be confined to pro- 
tective functions and (they) must not be 
(used as) an instrument to harass or in- 
timidate other people,” Pelisco's memo 
read. 

Director Vidal Querol, NCRPO chief, 


sider the problems that might occur while driving it - like durin 
Only BPI Family Savings Bank gives you peace of mind by giving an unmatched package of free services from I 
on-site car repair, hotel stay, anı 


meanwhile, ordered the five Metro 
police district directors to effectively 
implement the new policies and 
guidelines on police security es- 
corts. 

“Strictly observe and imple- 
ment the guidelines on the detail 
of personnel as protective security. 
Failure to do this shall be stringent- 
ly dealt with according to existing 
rules and regula- 
tions,” Querol 
warned. 


Getting your dream car doesn’t have to mean worrying abg 


he road even on a stormy day. 


Only the Drive Your Dream Auto Loan gives you a 
FREE Emergency Car Care Package for worry-free 


driving! 


bad weather or long trips. 
ero Asistencia, like towing, 


transport. That's why only the leader in auto loans can help you lead 


the life you've always wanted, without worries. 


‘or 89- 


ily Savings Bank branch or Express Banking Center near you. 
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ADs METRO es, 


MMDA teams nabbed for dismantling billboards 


E scr By Edson C. Tandoc Jr. Ingumer that Trackworks compa- 
METROBRIEFS q and Tarra V. Quismundo ny operations manager Ed Felix 
S showed up at the police station at 
il THISISNOTAGOODSIGN. about 11 p.m. Tuesday to report 
2 women killed i Twenty-one employees of the that MMDA sidewalk clearing op- 
Opee elre p = as Metropolitan Manila Develop- eratives were tearing down signs 
Grossing a highway in Taguig ly H m ment Authority were arrested in the company had erected in 
shortly after midnight yesterday. a Barangay Wack Wack, Mandaluy- Barangay Wack Wack. Policemen 
orci melosa abarri e fi - ong City, early yesterday while later accosted team leaders Cesar 
oih aged 20; sustained severe in- ma dismantling signages and ban- Bacani and Ian Vincent Villegas 
Juries and died while being treated in ners that had been put upbyan and three others, bringing them 
a hospital. The driver of the truck, » a advertising agency. to the police station for a dia- 
Alex Obrego, surrendered to the po- The employees were released logue with the company repre- 
lice after the accident. à a hours later but the police and offi- sentatives, 
JocelynR. Uy cials of Trackworks Rail Transit Ad- Police rushed to the scene 
k | venising, Vending and Promotions again after learning that 16 other 
3 g 
‘Fake hardware Ine. proceeded to file charges MMDA teams continued to take 
CLOSE to PS million worth of net- against the sidewalk clearing oper- down billboards. 
working hardware were seized in g atives who said they were justim- MMDA general manager 
successive raids on three Metro 4 plementng another deanup Robert Nacianceno, however 
Manila computer shops this month, rive said the agency would continue 
£ according to the National Bureau of ‘The advertising agency, which to remove signages along Edsa. 
Investigation (NBI). Officers of puts up advertising banners and “This was a policy approved by 
iGlobe Technology Marketing Corp.. signages on posts of the Metro Metro mayors in last week's 
ee ies and ià x Rail Transit along Edsa, said it meeting. They agreed that the 
+ Leverage System Technologies now had all the required business per- MMDA should remove billboards 
face copyright and trademarkin- LITTLE HERO FROM TONDO CITED : mits to operate. The MMDA, along Edsa that do not adhere to 
fringement charges, according to Manila Mayor Lito Atienza shakes the hand of 10-year-old John Kennedy Olano Jr., who single-handedly owever, has frowned on high. the building code, causing traffic 
£ NBI Intellectual Property Rights Di- rescued his little sister and three younger brothers when their house in Barrio Magsaysay, Tondo caught fire way billboards which it considers on the road or blocking traffic 
| vision (PRD) chief Jose Justo Yap. on June 21. Atienza promised to help the family rebuild their house and to shoulder the school expenses of 


h h as distractions. signs and lights,” he said in a 
Margaux C. Ortiz =the Olano children. Their father, a pedicab driver, was also offered a regular job at City Hall. conmsuromoro PO2 Edmundo Fabela told the phone interview. 


No credentials? Let’s see about | Many favor using ‘lumad’ vs NP. 
‘that, says PNU’s new president | rereoranons a 


natives or lumad in Mindanao to political enemies. The iden- 

fight the New People's Army tities of these politicians 

By Tina G. Santos over Barbo's appointment, saying he said, stressing that “the man- | (NPA) has hit the-right chord should be revealed. 

he did not meet some ofthe mini- agement, administration and de- | among many who are interested vee 

AMID PROTESTS OVER HIS AP- mum standards set forthe post. velopment of a school shouldn't | in solving the peace and order The Philippine Ports Au- 
| pointment, the new president of The protesters claimed that be left alone to academicians.” | problem in the region. thority (PPA) has been playing 
the state-run Philippine Normal Barbo should not have been cho- Barbo said the Civil Service Com- A friend in the government deaf to an appeal made in this 
= University (PNU) yesterday in- sen as “he does not have thead- mission considers being a lawyer | said the suggestion “came out space for Gil Navarra, a PPA of- 
isted that he is qualified for the ministrative experience in teach- as equivalenttohavinga master’s | ofthe box," meaning it wasun- suggested isthe ultimate solution ficial in Cotabato City who is 
post. er education or a related field.” degree. He alsonoted that lawyer | expected but practical. and this can be done.” confined at a Davao hospital. 
“They're not aware that Iam He also ranked last among the Lilia Garcia, former PNU presi- ‘Another guy, a Mindanaoan, aes Navarra was seriously wound- 
an alumnus of this university” five candidates for the presiden- dent, did not hold a doctorate. whose identity Ill withhold for I have it on good authority ed on the job in a grenade at- 
© Jawyer Lutgardo Barbo told the cy, they added. But Barbo, a for- Barbo also cited various jobs | the meantime, said in a text some politicians would uy to pre- tack at the Cotabato City port 

INQUIRER in an interview over the mer governor of Eastern Samar, and posts he held that may have | message: “lam inclose contact vent the use of lumad to fight the on May 22. 

+ phone. “I believe they were just insisted that he has enough quali- eared him his latest appoint- | with the supreme datu that communist insurgents because His family has spent a lot for 
Footing for another candidate fications to carryout his new job. ment. The former Senate secre- | former Army Col. Alex Noble theybenefitfrom the NPA rebels. his hospital and medical ex- 
and they may have felt insulted “Minimum qualifications indi- tary said once taught in an ele- | used in his rebellion fiasco. These politicians, according penses. The PPA has stopped 
that an ‘outsider’ won.” cate that a candidate should mentary school, was provincial | They (the lumad) are more to reliable sources, sleep with spending for Navarra, who is 

z “Several faculty members and ‘preferably’ be a holder of a doc- chair of a school board and for- | than willing to fight the NPAs the enemy—so to speal—be- still in the hospital's intensive 
students of PNU staged a rally on torate degree. Meaning, some- mer faculty member of the Ate- | on their own. What you have cause theyusetherebelsinille- care unit. 

+ Tuesday to voice theirdispleasure body who's not may still qualify.” neo School of Government. 
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Shrine bomber nabbed 
BAGHDAD—traq's National Security adviser on 
Wednesday said authorities had arrested a key al- 
aida suspect—a Tunisian—wanted in the 
bombing of the Shiite Golden Dome shrine last 
February In Samarra. Mouwafak al-Rubaie said 
the ringleader in the operation, an iraqi he identi- 
fied as Haitham Sabah Shaker Mohammed al- 
Badr, was stil on the run, The bombing in 
Samarra setin motion a spasm of sectarian 
killing and revenge attacks on Sunni and Shiite 
mosques. Al-Rubaie identified the arrested man 
as Yousri Fakher Mohammed Ali, a Tunisian also 
known as Abu Qudama. AP 


2 British soldiers killed 
KANDAHAR—Two British soldiers died in a battle 
that also left 12 Taliban dead in southern 
‘Afghanistan Tuesday while two Afghan civilians 
lost thoir lives in a suicide blast aimed at a Ger- 
man patrol. The Afghan and US-led coalition 
forces meanwhile announced that 32 rebels and 
‘ovr Afghan soldiers were killed in various battles 
in the south, mast of them on Monday as part of 
the biggest counter-insurgency operation since 
the Taliban were toppled from government in 
2001. The death of the two British solders in Hel- 
mand province took to 10 the number of coalition 
Soldiers to die in battle across Afghanistan ina 
week AFP 


Iraq frees 450 detainees 

ABU GHRAIB, Iraq—About 450 detainees were 
released from prisons in Iraq on Tuesday under a 
peace plan al-Qaida-led insurgents brushed aside 
by vowing to carry on the bloodshed. The de- 
tainees held at Abu Ghraib and other jails run by 
the US military and Iraqis were freed under an 
amnesty contained in the national reconciliation 
plan presented by Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki 
fon Sunday. A US military spokesperson in charge 
of detainee operations said all of the 2,500 in- 
mates released are ust suspected of being in- 
volved in the insurgency but have committed no 
Violent crimes like bombing. Kiling, torture and 
kidnapping. More than 14,000 detainees remain 
in US custody. AFP 


China mine explosion kills 21 
BEIJING—An explosion at a coal mine in north 
China on Wednesday killed at least 21 workers 
and injured 36, the government said, in the latest 
incident to hit the country’s disaster- plagued 
mining industry. Five more people were missing 
following the explosion in the Wulong Coal Mine 
in Fuxin, a city in Liaoning province, the officiai 
Xinhua News Agency said. The mine is owned by 
the Fuxin Mining Group, a state enterprise that al- 
so owns the Sunjiawan mine where 214 people 
were killed in a Valentine's Day blast last year. 
That was China's worst mining disaster in 60 


years. AP 
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US still optimistic on Iran nuke talks 


WASHINGTON—THE WHITE HOUSE 
said Tuesday that it did not consider Ira 
nian supreme leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenef’s rejection of a proposal for 
nuclear talks as the Islamic Republic's 
final word on the offer. 

Spokesperson Tony Snow also suggest- 
ed—then quickly retracted—that private 
talks between Iran and European countries 
‘were more positive than Tehran's public 
position might indicate. 

‘After Khamenei said that Iran had “no 
use” for talks with the United States, Snow 
said that Washington would only recognize 
a formal answer given by Iran's senior nu- 
dear negotiator, Ali Larjani, to European 


“The position has always been the same, 
which is: When Mr Larijani communicates 
with Javier Solana, that is how we expect 
to have an answer to the proposal,” Snow 
told reporters. 

“There are differing voices coming out 
of iran, this is the one that we and our EU 
parmers have said would be the appropri- 
ate track for responding, and therefore 
that’s the track that we would expect to 
hear through,” he said. 

Khamenei said Tuesday he saw “no 
use” in negotiating with the United 
States and again signalled that Tehran 
was unwilling to freeze sensitive nucle- 
ar work, something Washington and 


have made a precondition for talks. 
‘Asked whether Iranian leaders were sig- 
naling that they would ignore a US call for 
a formal response to the June 6 proposal in 
“weeks, not months,” Snow replied: “Well, 
no theyre not.” “Keep in mind that there 
are differences between public and private 
statements,” he said, adding that “there 
have been conversations” between Iran 
and Britain, France and Germany “and we 
expect the Iranians to provide a proper an- 
swer within the span of weeks and not 
months.” Later, pushed on whether he had 
meant to signal that Iran's private respons- 
es were more positive than its public state- 
ments, Snow replied: “I make absolutely 


indifferent” “So Tm not trying to tell you 
that there have been positive signs through 
those," the spokesperson said. 

‘A White House official, who requested 
anonymity, said that US allies were in 
touch with decision-makers in Tehran but 
declined to characterize the tone of those 
talks, and said the emphasis was on await- 
ing a formal Iranian response. 

‘Although Khamenei said Iran was ready 
to ease international concerns over its dis- 
puted atomic drive, he said that “negotia- 
tions with the United States are of no use 
for us. We have no need for such negotia- 
tions." “We will not negotiate with anyone 
over the undeniable right of nuclear tech- 


Union foreign policy chief Javier Solana. partners Britain, France, and Germany 


N. Korea warned against talks ‘bluff’ 


WASHINGTON— 
‘The United States on 
Tuesday warmed 
North Korea against 
thinking it could use 
worries over a possi- 
ble long-range mis- 
sile to force the Unit- 
ed States into direct 
talks. 
“it’s a bluff for di- 
rect negotiations, it's 
notan advisable way 
to do it” White 
House spokesperson 
Tony Snow told a 
press briefing. 
Reports that North 
Korea is about to fire 
a missile from a sight 
on the remote north- 
east coast of the 
reclusive Stalinist 
state have caused in- 
ternational concern. 
President George 
W. Bush on Monday 
urged the North Ko- 
rean government to 
disclose its plans. 
“The North Kore- 
ans should notify the 
world of their inten- 
tions, what they have 
on top of that vehicle 
and, you know, what 
are their intentions,” 


said Bush. 

“We have not 
heard from the North 
Koreans, so I can't tell 
you what their inten- 
tions are,” he told re- 
porters. “That's part 
of the problem.” US 
and Asian officials 
have said North Ko- 
rea has prepared a 
Taepodong-2 missile 
for launch, amid a 
parallel standoff over 
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INVITATION FOR PRE-QUALIFICATION TO BID 


The ilocos Sur Electric Cooperative, Inc. (ISECO) invites qualified 
bidders for the long-term supply of the ISECO’s power requirements 
commencing in the year 2010. 


the communist state's 
nuclear program. 

North Korea has 
boycotted talks since 
November with five 
other nations, includ- 
ing the United States, 
over its nuclear 
weapons program. 

K has regularly de- 
manded direct talks 
with the United 
States. The two sides 
have never formally 


ended hostilities 
since the 1950-53 
Korean War, which 
has bedeviled rela- 
tions ever since. 

‘A prominent law- 
maker in Bush's Re- 
publican party mean- 
while said the White 
House had ruled out 
a preemptive strike 
to knock out North 
Korea's Taepodong 
missiles. AFP 


Hocos Sur Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
Santiago, locos Sur 


Interested parties shall submit their company profile, duly notarized 
authorized representative and primary contact person to: 


‘THE GENERAL MANAGER 
liocos Sur Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
Bigbiga, Santiago, locos Sur 
Starting June 28, 2006 until July 25, 2006. 
Only those qualified by the PBAC shall be invited to bid. 
(Sgd.) CESAR G. GIRONELLA 


General Manager 
Posma 28.2006) 


no attempt to characterize — good, bad, or 


nology and using "he added. AFP 


Republic of the Philippines 

Department of Agriculture 

Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources 
3rd Floor PCA Main Bigg. 

‘Commonwealth Avenue, Dilman, Quezon City 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
1 


‘The Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources, (BFAR), through its 
Bids and Awards Committee (BAC), now invites prospective bidders 
Securty Services to apply for elgbity and to bid for "29 pax Securit 
Guard with an Approved Budget Contract (ABC) PhP8,703,295.00" 
Prospective Bidders should be licensed security agencies, certified 
members ofthe Philippine Association of Detective and Protective Agency 
Operators (PADPAO), in continuous operations for at least the last ten 
(30) years, have existing manpower poo! of at least 500 security guards 
‘and have a minimum working capital equivalent 10 25% of the ABC for 
‘one (1) year 
‘All other particulars relative to Eligibilty Statement and Screening Bid 
Security, Performance Security, Pre-Bid Conference, Bid Evaluation. 
Post-Qualification and Award of Contract shall be governed by the 
pertinent provisions of R.A. 9184 and its Implementing Rules and 
Regulations Part A (IRR-A). Bids received in excess of the ABC shall be 
automaticaly rejected at Bid Opening, 

Bid Documents will be available to prospective bidders at the BAC 
Secretariat, Property Section Office at the BFAR Annex, PCA Compound, 
Commonwealth Avenue, Diliman. Quezon City beginning July 07, 2006 
upon submission of letter of intents, speciying the particular intending 
to bid, the payment of a non-refundable fee of Two Thousand Pesos 
(Php 2,000.00) 

Pre-bid conference shall be on July 14, 2006, 10:00 a.m. in the Ofice 
of the BFAR-BAC Chairman, 3rd Floor, PCA Main Bldg., Commonwealth 
Avenue, Diliman, Quezon City. 

Eigibilty documents and bid proposals mus! be submitted at the BFAR- 
BAC Secretarial, BFAR Annex Bldg., PCA Compound, Commonwealth 
Avenue. Diliman, Quezon City not later than 10:00 a.m. on July 24, 
2006 ond shali be opened at the Office of the BFAR-BAC Chairman, 3rd 
Floor PCA, Main Bulling, Diliman, Quezon Cily, on the same date in 
the presence of the participating bidders. 

The BFAR reserves the right lo eccepUreject any Bid to annul the bidding 

process, end to reject all Bids at any ime pror 1o contract award, without thereby 

Incorang any hapiy to the affected Bidder or Bidders. 


(God.) MALCOLM I. SARMIENTO, JR. 
Director 


2 Leaming sessions will be at Eve: 


Nation Leadership Institute, 32nd St. 


The Corporate Social Responsibility Expo 2006 e July 5-7¢ 


Avenue, University Park, Bonifacio Global City (in between Market! Market! and 
fond School Manila) Day 3 sessions will be at 3rd fir Trade Hall A, Market! Market! 


In providing business solutions to social problems, we dare ask: are we truly taking 
Corporate Social Responsibility tg heart? 


Discover how employees are one with CEOs and heads of strategic business units in 
building brands, strengthening partnerships, empowering communities and making 
CSR everybody's business 


Join the CSR Expo 2006 and listen to Dr. Emmett D. Carson, President and CEO 
of The Minneapolis Foundation and Former Chairman, The Council on Foundations 
{USA}, global CSR Champions Anne Maree Huxley, Founder of Models of Success 
and Sustainability (Australi); Duncan Power and John Winkett of Charities Aid Foundation- 
Australia and Bob Grove, Managing Director of Edelman Singapore, 


and noted local CEOs and business leaders. 


Participate in over 35 Plenary and Breakout Sessions and view over 50 CSR Exhibits 
including the Art Zone, Entrep Trading Post, Green Camp, Knowledge Camp 
and the Wellness Camp. 


Together, let's learn, network and live the vibrant Philippine CSR experience! 


Register now for this FREE event at Tel. No. 757-3500 IWIN TEAGUE OF 


I 330 x. 757-3! 1 
joc ] Fa 510 to 12 or email GS CORPORATE 


csrexpo2006@teamasia.com and log on to: 
www.lcforg.ph W/ FOUNDATIONS 
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The WORLD gene 
Israel launches Gaza rescue assault 


GAZA CITY—ISRAEL SENT GROUND FORCES 
into the Gaza Strip Wednesday and knocked out 
bridges and a power station from the air in a pre- 
dawn assault to try to save a teenage soldier held 
by Palestinian fighters. 


‘Troops in tanks, armored cars 
and bulldozers with lights blazing 
rolled several kilometers into 
southern Gaza where the missing 
serviceman was believed to be 
held, pushing into the disused in- 
ternational airport near Rafah. 

Much of the Gaza Strip was 
plunged into darkness after war 
planes waged night-time air strikes 
on the electricity plant and three 
bridges as flames leapt into the sky 
and the rattle of gunfire from com- 
bat helicopters resounded. 

“We decided to use extreme 
means to bring Gilad (Shalit) 
home and we have no intention of 
reoccupying the Gaza Strip,” Prime 
Minister Ehud Olmert was quoted 
as saying by public radio referring 
to the abducted 19-year-old con- 
script. 

Tt was the first major ground of- 
fensive against Gaza since Israel 
pulled setters and troops from the 
impoverished coastal strip last year 
in a highly controversial operation 
that ended a 38-year occupation. 

No casualties were reported in 
the incursion, which followed in- 
tensive mediation efforts to free 
Shalit after his seizure in an attack 
‘Sunday that also killed two Israeli 


tinian factions on an political ini- 
tiative that implicitly recognizes Is- 
rael's right to exist, a historic policy 
shift by Hamas which has long ad- 
vocated the destruction ofthe Jew- 
ish state. 

Israel dismissed the deal howev- 
erasan “internal matter.” The situ- 
ation on the ground was further 
‘complicated when an armed Pales- 
tinian group claiming to hold the 
soldier also threatened to kill a 
Jewish settler it said it had abduct- 
ed in the occupied West Bank. 

“Unless the aggression stops, we 
will kill the settle,” said a repre- 
sentative ofthe Popular Resistance 
Committees, which claimed Sun- = 
day's attack along with the armed E 
wing of Hamas and another group. 

‘Although there has been no offi- 
cial Israeli confirmation of the set- 
ter kidnapping, one couple report- 
ed their son missing. 

‘The Gaza incursion came amid 
international appeals for restraint 
over the kidnapping which has 
triggered the worst Middle East 
crisis since the militant Islamist 
movement Hamas took office in 
March. 

It also presented the first ma- 


AN ISRAELI soldier stands next to a line of armored vehicles in a field at a gathering point near Kibbutz 
Mefalsim, southern Israel, just outside the Gaza Strip, June 28. ” 


Hamas-Fatah in deal implicitly 
recognizing Israel’s existence 


GAZA CITY—GOVERNING PALESTINIAN MOVE- 
ment Hamas executed a historic policy shift Tues- 


Mahathir 
won't quit 
ruling party 


KUALA LUMPUR—FORMER 


an conflict) based on two states,” he said, in an allusion 
toa Palestinian state living alongside Israel, rather than 


soldiers and two militants. 

‘The Hamas-led government de- 
nounced the operation as “unjusti- 
fied military madness” and warned 
it would have major conse- 
quences. 

Israel had massed columns of 
tanks and a force of about 5,000 
troops on the Gaza border as 
Olmert ruled out any negotiation 
with the kidnappers, holding the 
Hamas government and Palestini- 
an president Mahmud Abbas re- 
sponsible. 

‘The raids followed a landmark 
agreement Tuesday between Pales- 


Jor security challenge for Olmert 
since he took office in May 
pledging to unilaterally redraw 
the map of Israel even without 
negotiations with the Palestini- 
ans. 

Egypt, France and the Vatican, 
as well as key Israeli ally the Unit- 
ed States, had sought to exert pres- 
sure on the Palestinians to hand 
over the soldier. 

Israel said it concentrated its 
forces a few kilometers into south- 
em Gaza where it believed Shalit 
was being held, including the Da- 
haniyeh area near the destroyed 
airport. AFP 


day in agreeing to an initiative that implicitly recog- 
nizes archfoe Israel's right to exist. 

‘The deal, agreed after weeks of crisis talks, marks a 
landmark for Hamas, which formed a Palestinian gov- 
erment after winning January elections but which has 
Jong advocated the destruction of the Jewish state. 

Tsrael—which is poised to launch an offensive on the 
Gaza Strip over the capture of one of its soldiers in an 
attack three days ago—dismissed the deal as a purely 
intemal matter, while the White House also withheld 
comment. 

Ibrahim Abu Naija, head of a cross-party Palestinian 
grouping, said: “With representatives of all Islamic and 
national forces, civil society and private sector repre- 
sentatives... we have reached an agreement with 
changes (on some points).” “That means Hamas ac- 
cepts the principle of a solution (to the Israeli-Palestini- 


in its place. 

‘The deal, reached by all factions but the hardline Is- 
lamic Jihad, follows weeks of intense on-off crisis talks 
between Hamas and the rival Fatah party of president 
Mahmud Abbas amid deadly feuding and fears of civil 
war “Ie is the beginning of a new era in common and 
united work on all political questions, the resistance 
and the intemal situation,” trumpeted Hamas govem- 
ment spokesperson Ghazi Hamad. 

‘Abbas had vowed to put the initiative to the first-ever 
Palestinian referendum on July 26 if there was no 
agreement before then, a threat Hamas slammed as an 
attempt to overthrow its government. 

‘Abu Naja said the agreement, announced after an 
emergency meeting of faction representatives in Gaza 
City, would be presented to Abbas and Hamas prime 
minister Ismail Haniya for signing later Tuesday. AFP 


Malaysian prime minister Ma- 
hathir Mohamad said Wednesday 
he will not leave the ruling party 
and vowed to continue to speak 
‘out against his chosen successor's 
government, 

Mahathir is embroiled ina bit- 
ter row with Prime Minister Ab- 
dullah Ahmad Badawi which has 
seen Mahathir fiercely attack the 
government for its handling of 
the economy and national af- 
fairs. 

The 80-year-old Mahathir said 
no one had the right to demand 
the resignation of a member of 


the ruling United Malays Nation- 
al Organisation (UMNO) which 
he led for 22 years. 

He was responding to com- 
ments on Monday by Minister in 
the Prime Minister's Department 
Nazri Aziz who suggested Ma- 
hathir leave the party as a result 
of the protracted quarrel. 

“UMNO does not belong to 
Nazri. The party belongs to all 
Malays. Nazri has no right on his 
own to demand that this person 
or that person leaves the party,” 
Mahathir said. 

“I was in UMNO before he was 
born,” he was quoted as saying by 
the Star newspaper 

The fiesty Mahathir also de- 
scribed Nazri as a “hatchet man 
among henchman” for Monday's 
comment against him. 

Nazri made his remarks after 
Mahathir spoke on the weekend 
about the weaknesses of premier 
Abdullah's administration at a 
meeting attended by senior oppo- 
sition leaders. 

Nazri said Mahathir should 
quit UMNO for colluding with the 
opposition. 

Mahathir, who handed power 
to Abdullah in 2003, still com- 


Saddam faces 2nd 
trial for genocide 


BAGHDAD—SADDAM HUSSEIN WILL FACE A SECOND 
trial, for genocide against Iraq's Kurds in the 1980s, start- 
ing on Aug. 21, prosecutors said on Tuesday. 

‘Chief prosecutor Jaafar al-Moussawi said Saddam's cousin, 
‘Ali Hassan al-Majeed, known as “Chemical Ali” for his gas at- 
tacks on the Kurds, would also be tried for genocide. 

In total there would be seven people on trial in connection 
with the Anfal campaign in northern Iraq in the late 1980s in 
which Saddam is accused of killing tens of thousands of 
Kurds. 

“When Saddam and those accused with him are executed 
we will feel great relief,” said Kurd Ibrahim Wadi, 31, who was 
detained along with his family during the campaign. 

Saddam is already on trial and facing hanging for crimes 
against humanity for the killings of 148 Shiites. That tial, 
which has been tarnished by the killings of three defense at- 
tomeys, could be drawing to a close, although any executions 
are likely to be delayed by appeals. 

Forensic evidence gleaned by US military investigators 
from mass graves across Iraq is likely to form a major part of 
the prosecution case in the Anfal trial. Tens of thousands are 
thought to be buried in such sites. Dozens, including children 
shot with their mothers, have been unearthed and identified. 

Many of the 1.3 million people claiming aid as refugees in 
Iraq were displaced under Saddam but a United Nations body 
said on Tuesday that 150,000 more had registered inthe pat mands influence in UMNO, 
four months of sectarian bloodshed, a leap of some 50.000in which is the largest political par- 
amonth, Reuters ty in the country. AFP 


Muhammad Ali to launch healthy food line 


LOUISVILLE, KY—JUMPING INTO THE 
ring with Weight Watchers, the South Beach 
Diet and Jenny Craig is the newest eat- 
healthy contender, Muhammad Ali. 

In a delicate dance of legend, marketing and 
money, Ali plans to introduce reduced-calorie 
foods and beverages for young adults, evoking 
his starus as a three-time heavyweight boxing 
champion and American icon. 

‘The first products to roll out in convenience 
stores early next year will be packaged snacks 
with names like Rumble, Shuffle and Jabs—fruit 
Jaden rolls and finger foods baked vaguely into 
signature shapes including boxing gloves and 
punching bags. Some flavors, such as barbecued 
chicken and Buffalo wings, are an urban twist on 
snack classics, while others, like sweet com and 
cole slaw, evoke the farmer's market. 

‘The new line has the lofty aim of fighting 
youth obesity, with no snack containing more 
than 150 calories. Bach is fortified with vitamins 
and fiber, said Edward Rapp, a senior member of 
Als new company, GOAT Food and Beverage 
(GOAT being an acronym for—what 
else? —Greatest of All Time). 

‘Whether a line of snack foods, no matter how 
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nutritious or low in calories, cholesterol and fat, 
can dissuade many young Americans from disas- 
trous and deeply ingrained eating habits remains 
tobe seen, some nutritionists and obesity experts 
said, 

“People are often suspicious of healthier ver- 
sions of food." said Kelly D. Brownell, founder 
and director of the Rudd Center for Food Policy 
and Obesity at Yale. “They assume that it won't 
taste good.” 

‘The new venture comes at a time when busi- 
ness interests are increasingly looking to sports 
icons, like soccers Pele, to add magic to product 
lines. The global Pele business, which indudes 
endorsements for MasterCard, Nokia and Pepsi- 
Cola, could eam $30 million next year, and 
George Foreman has eamed more than $137 mil- 
lion for promoting the grill that bears his name. 

Ali, who is batting Parkinson's syndrome, is 
considering how history will treat him, his wife, 
Lonnie, said. “What Muhammad is working on 
his legacy" said Lonnie Ali, who often acts as his 
spokesperson, "How are people going to remem- 
ber him? Muhammad says that we should all be 
in araceto do good.” New York Times News Ser- 
vice 
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WHAT'S INSIDE 


Œ Unson rules 
San Diego tilt 


We don’t fear Pacman, p 
Larios’ corner insists 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


TEAM OSCAR LARIOS ADMIT- 
ted yesterday that they are fac- 


ing “mission impossible.” 

Larios Mexican agent Rafael Mendoza ac- 
knowledged that even people in Guadalajara, 
hometown of his fighter, think that they are up to 
a very difficult task fighting Filipino hero Manny 
Pacquiao on Sunday at the Araneta Coliseum. 

“Let me put it straight, we respect Manny 
Fighters who don't respect him are crazy” Men- 
doza told the Ingumer over breakfast at the Dis- 
covery Suite’s 5 Restaurant. “But we are not 
afraid of him.” 

Mendoza later offered a different perspective 
over the ANC Channel, boasting that Larios 
would beat Pacquiao in their Mano A Mano 
showdown on Sunday. His rationale: Larios is the 
faster and better boxer. 

‘The 29-year-old Larios, fighting for the first 
time after losing his World Boxing Council super 
bantamweight crown and moving two divisions 
upin the process is “only taking the risk he had to 
take to make it (back) in boxing.” 

“They said Manny can finish Larios off in six 
rounds. Who knows, Manny can even finish it in 
one,” said Mendoza. “But that’s a possibility that 
people will only know on Sunday.” 
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DISCOVERY Suites general manager Bobby 
Horrigan (left) presents Pacquiao with a 
monogrammed guest robe after ushering the 
Filipino to an exclusive three-bedroom suite. 


Hesaid Larios has been “killing” himself uying 
to retain his old 122-Ib title when he is a natural 
126- fighter. “This is the first time he is fighting 
in a weight category that he's comfortable with,” 
added Mendoza. 

‘This time, the former WBC titlist doesn't have 
to skip meals to make the 130-Ib limit for the 12- 
round super featherweight fight where Pacquiao's 
WBC International crown will beat stake. 

“He is not training to meet the scale, he is 
training to beat Pacquiao,” said Mendoza. 


Media get close 
view of battle 


By Mare Anthony Reyes 


quest anyway. 


The regular working area of 
SPORTSWRITERS WONT BE the media at ringside during 
using binoculars watching Manny fights was preserved even during 


Pacquiao in action this Sunday af- 


the famous world heavyweight 


terall. championship clash between 
The Filipino ring sensation told Americans Muhammad Ali and 


mediamen after his workout yes- 
terday that organizers had recon- 
sidered their decision to place the 


Joe Frazier at the Araneta Colise- 
um in 1975, 
In his light workout yesterday, 


sportswriters covering his fight Pacquiao did the mitts, worked 
against Mexican Oscar Larios this on the speedball, shadow boxed 
Sunday at the upper box section and jumped rope under the 


ofthe Araneta Coliseum. 
“Walang problema basta ako ang 


watchful eye of trainer Freddie 
Roach, who later slipped out re- 


nag-request (No problem because portedly fora TV interview. 


it’s my request,” said Pacquiao at 
the end of his 1 1/2 hour workout at 


“I wasn’t even thinking of him 
(Larios) anymore. All I'm think- 


the Abap gym inside the Rizal ing of is the fight,” said Pacquiao 


Memorial Sports Complex. 


while taking off his golden-laced 


Pacquiao said he had told the training shoes. 


organizers to place the press box 


‘After ditching his soggy socks, 


within spitting distance from the he showed feet covered with mas- 


boxing ring. 


sive tape that secured tiny foam 


“I asked them (organizers) ‘is strips under his toes. The extra 
this the first time you will orga- protection for his toes is meant to 
nize a boxing event?” said the prevent blisters which bothered 
champ in Filipino. “This is the him when he fought Mexican Juan 
first time I heard of reporters cov- Manuel Marquez at the MGM 


ering the fight from afar.” 
Pacquiao even uttered strong 


Grand two years ago. 
Pacquiao said Larios doesn’t 


words at those who conceived of have to hide while training refer- 


the idea, “Masyado nasilang suga- 
pa and suwapang (They have be- 
‘come so greedy).” 


opponent 


ring to reports that the Mexican 


was playing hide and 


seek with mediamen trying to 


But he later dismissed the track him down. 


whole thing by saying that the or- 
ganizers have acceded to his re- 


“Inside the ring, he can run but 
he can’t hide,” the champ said. 


Mamiit gains Wimby 


Focus 


men’s doubles draw 


CECIL MAMIIT, THE 
Fil-American "who 
sparked the country’s 
three-gold tennis 

romp in the 2005 
Southeast Asian 

Games, has made it to 

the mens doubles 

draw of the Wimble- 

don tennis champi- 

onship in England. 

Mamiit and American MAMIT 
Kevin Kim survived 

the 16-team qualifying by beating host the 


a 


doubles titles in the 
US $50,000 Chal- 
lengers. 

“We are proud of Cecil 
who will be playing 
his first Davis Cup in a 
few weeks time at the 
Manila Polo Club for 
the Philippines,"said 
Manuel Misa, presi- 
dent of the Philippine 
Tennis Association. 
The Philippines will 
Group 3 Davis Cup 


Rik De Voestof South Africa and Asia/Oceania tie at the MPC in- 
Australian Davis Cupper Nathan door courts, July 19-23. Complet- 
Healy in the first round and the ing the RP team are Eric Taino, 


Ratiwana twins from Thailand, 


Patrick John Tierro and Johnny 


the 2005 SEAG men’s doubles Arcilla with Martin Misa as coach 


winner, in the second round. 


and former Davis Cupper Roland 


& Giants stay 
in the hunt 
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Mendoza added that Pacquiao is a natural 
11264) fighter which makes the 12-tound clash 
an even match. 

His third round technical knockout loss to Is- 
rael Vazquez last December, explained Mendoza, 
was brought by an accidental head butt which 
was even acknowledged by the new champ's cor- 
ner headed by Pacquiao's own trainer, Freddie 
Roach. 

“Oscar has everything to win and nothing to 
lose,” said Mendoza, which he added, makes it 
easier for the Mexican to face the big-punching 
southpaw from Gen. Santos. 

But unlike the Filipino champ, who continues 
to spar five days before the fight day, Larios has 
stopped sparring since arriving here last week. 

His daily itinerary includes jogging around 
the Philsports oval in the early morning and 
working out at the Red Comer Gym, a good 
five-minute walk from the Discovery Suites, his 
sponsor's hotel. 

He said the Larios camp, billeted in one of the 
hotel's superior three-room suites, walks to the 
Red Comer. But while the rest of the entourage 
‘would only take five minutes to reach it, Larios 
would need 30 minutes because of the crowd. 

“This is an unbelievable crowd you have here,” 
said Mendoza. “People would ask for autographs. 
Policemen. Girls. Some even wished him good 
luck and a few even goaded him to beat Pac- 
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Now comes worry-free. 


FREE PERIODIC MAINTENANCE SERVICING + FREE ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE + FREE 3-YEAR MANUFACTURER'S WARRANTY 
‘Applies to the first 3 years. 
This special offer is also available on: 
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Facing Mamiit and Kim in thefirst So as non-playing team captain. 
round of the doubles’ main draw The other countries in the tie are 
are Juan Ignacio Chela of Ar- Bangladesh, Bahrain, Iran, Saudi 
gentina and Luis Homa of Peru. Arabia, Singapore, Sri Lanka and 
‘This year, Mamilt has won three Vienam. 
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LOCAL JUNGOLFERS CONTIN- 
ued to gain ground in prepara- 
tion for the major events in the 
United States next month as 
Andie Unson, Miguel Tabuena 
and Regine de Guzman came 
through with impressive finishes 
in various tournaments abroad. 
On Monday (Tuesday in Mani- 
la), Unson nipped Marissa Borja 
on the second hole of a sudden- 


SPORTSWATCH 


Fancied bets advance in JVC Open 

BROTHERS PETER AND PATRIQUE MAGNAYE CAME AWAY WITH STRAIGHT 
 setvictories over their respective rivals to lead the charge of the favorites in the ju- 
T poss division halfway through the qualiying phase of the P1 milion JVC Open 

| Badminton Championships at Power Smash yesterday. The 13-year-old Pater, bid- 
‘ding to annex the 16-under crown after copping the JVC 14-under tite ast month, 
thwarted Joed Moris, 21-5, 24-22, to reach the round of 32. Patrique trounced 
Jake Nazareno, 21-13, 21-9, to lead the the lower draw qualifiers. Paul Vivas, 
Joseph Babad and Ralph Hidalgo also swept their rivals. 


Accel 3-point, free throw tilt july I 
THE PTANACCEL 3-POINT AND FREE THROW SHOOTING WILL BE HELD JULY 
4, 1-10 pm. at the San Andres Gym in Malate, Mania. PTAA president Jose C: 

` Clemente III and sports and fellowship committee chair Clarence Aytona said reg- 
istration is stil open. Five hundred participants wil be accommodated on a first- 
‘come-first paid basis today. Call 552-0026-28, 0906-472-0370 or 0927-474-5271. 


Rapid Open chess team tourney 

THE 2006 RAPID OPEN CHESS TEAM CHAMPIONSHIP UNWRAPS ON AUG. 5-6 
atthe Star Mall in Mandaluyong Ciy. A total of P 130.000 cash prizes is at stake in 
the event organized by the Mandaluyong Cty Chess Association and sanctioned 
bythe National Chess Federation of the Philippines. The event is supported by 
Mandaluyong congressman Benhur Abalos, Asian Chess Federation president 
‘Sheikh Sultan Bin Khalifah Al Nehyam and deputy president Casto “Toti” Abundo, 
NCFP president Cong. Prospero "Butch" Pichay Jr. and secretary general and 
“Tagaytay Ciy Mayor Abraham "Bambo" Tolentino. For inquiries, contact Wilie 
Abalos at 0821-6219898 or Jann Perez at 0915-5198676. 


Alora leads MCC early winners 

VERTH ALORA STUNNED TOP SEED RAYMUNDO HIPOLITO TO LEAD THE EAR- 
~ ly winners of the first 2006 MCC Non-master standard chess Tuesday at the sec- 
ond floor of St. Francis Square behind SM Megamall in Mandaluyong City. Also 
huring their first ound assignments were Joel Cocin, Roland-Bag-20 of Phi 
Health and lawyer Jselto Oliveros. Entries willbe accepted unil 5:30 p.m. today. 
Registration fee is P250. Call 826-8560 and 0916-852-1069 or O916-6508-712. 


Ateneo Big Blue Eagle cheer rally 

‘THE ATENEO DE MANILA UNIVERSITY WILL HOLD ITS ANNUAL BIG BLUE EA- 
‘le Cheer Rally for UAAP Season 69 tomorrow at the Blue Eagle Gym. The event 
Wil be highlighted by an exibition game featuring the current Bluo Eagles against 
the Ateneo Legends at 6 p.m. The event is presented by Lee Pipes, Leve Up, 
NetGames and Smartin cooperation with Chika, Extreme Magic Sing, Heaven 
N'Eggs, Intermatrix and Purefoods Tender Juicy Hotdogs. 


Jao guns for second triumph 

DEFENDING CHAMPION JOLET JAO GUNS FOR HIS SECOND STRAIGHT WIN IN 
the second leg of the 2006 Shel Advance-San Mig Coffee Superbikes Series this 
‘weekend at the Batangas Racing Circuit Jao drew frst blod as he tumed back ri- 
val Benjo Mendoza of Speedeffex and Roderick Chua to prop up his bid for a 10th 
‘ite in the event sanctioned by the National Motorcycle Sports and Safety Associa- 
tion. Also out to stop Jao are Wacky del Rosario, John Diego, Randy Ortiz and Ju- 
lian Goitia. Contact Nelson Gayola, Rodini Rivera or Sherwin Mojica at 817-2241 


Letran Golf Cup today 

THE LETRAN GOLF CUP ’06 WILL TEE-OFF AT 3 PM. TODAY AT CLUB INTRA- 
muros. HS Batch 1981 organized the event Interested players may contact Ruth 
Patawaran at 638-29-82, 631-05-03 or 0918-9124509. The event is being backed 
mainiy by Toyota Balintawak, Globe Telecom, Tagaytay Highiands, U-Freight Inter- 
national, with support coming trom Metro inc., SAS, Pascual Laboratories, Verde 
Island Resorts, Discovery Suites, Unilever, Sandugo, St. Mary's Publishing, MY 
and Sons Intercontinental Trading. 


Celebrity Golf invitational june 30 

CELEBRITY GOLF INVITATIONAL, A FUNDRAISING PROJECT FOR THE BENEFIT 
of Movie Workers Welfare Foundation is set tomorrow at Ciub Intramuros trom 
830 a.m. Celebrities, broadcasters, corporate bigwigs, aficionados, legislators, 
media and movie stars play golf together for the less privilege workers in the me- 
da industry. Boots Anson-Roa and former Sen. Tito Sotto spearhead the evert. 


Pilar Village rules intervillage 

PILAR VILLAGE TOPPLED AYALA ALABANG TO RULE THE NOKIA 1 DIVISION 
of he 2006 Nokia Cup intervilage golf tournament at the south course of the Can- 
lubang Got and Country Ciub Tuesday. With Jojo Subido and Jon Judan scoring 
39 points each, Pilar Village fired a solid 301 aggregate. Edward Tan and Jimmy 
Uy tossed in 38 points each as Pilar Village wound up with a 36-hole total of 584, 
including the 283 it pooled at Riviera's Couples course last month. Ayala Alabang 
closed out with a 293 and 578 for second. Don Enrique Heights and Magalanes 
finished third and fourth, respectively, and also advanced to the grand finais. 


Busy sked at Makati Coliseum 

A BEVY OF COCKFIGHTING EVENTS ARE LINED UP AT MAKATI COLISEUM IN 
the upcoming rainy month ot July. Slated on Monday 3 is the Winchester Gold 4- 
‘cock derby, with P300,000 at stake for an entry fee of P10,000. Then on July 10, 
12, 15, 17, 19 and 22, the hunt for eye-popping guaranteed prizes resume via the 
Salpukan Sa Taglugon 5-cock derby. The winners stand to receive P2 million while 
a brand new Ford Escape wil be given to the fastest win champion as bonus, said 
promoters Lito Orilaza, Rudy Salud and Witla Co of WT, Sports and Amuse- 

| ment Corp. Call 896-3545 and 895-6475 (Joan or Stephanie). 


: 50 entries in Las Pinas cockfest 
‘THE MANAGEMENT OF LAS PIÑAS COLISEUM, IN COOPERATION WITH HOST 
Arnel Tenedero, wl aunch today a special 2-cock derby with more than 50 fights 
£ on tap. According to coliseum manager Alex Tobias, participants can ft two or 
+ thee entries since only two gamebirds are needed per entry. Entry fees P3300. 
+ Meanwhile, the Fastest Win-One Cock Ulutan will resume on July 6 with Dandan 
‘> and Monching Ignacio of Cavite as hosts. A total guaranteed prize of P200,000 
F wats the winners. For deta, call 873-1040 and 874-3810. 


PCC 5 submission of weights today 

‘TODAY IS THE DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION OF ENTRIES IN CONNECTION 

with Pasay City Cocks Super Bigtime 5-cock derby. Entries wil be accommo- 
x dated from 2-9 p.m. Call 843-1746, 816-6750 and 843-1890 for detalis (Goodie 

> or Wille). To be hosted by the fther-and-son team of Jet and Joel Fernando, the 

7 derby, sponsored by Sagupaan Complexor 3000, gets underway tomorrow. 
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a Unson tops San Diego tilt; De Guzman excels 


death playoff to capture the girls 
11-12 division of the Chris Riley 
Junior golf tournament at the 
‘Warner Springs Ranch Resort 
course in San Diego, California. 
Unson and Borja, who finished 
with similar five-over 77s in regu- 
lation play, both parred the first 
extra hole but Andie won it with a 
par on the second hole against a 
double-bogey by Borja. 


Tabuena shot even par, 72, but 
lost by a stroke place to Kevin 
Camegie, who shot a 71 in the 
same division. Miguel, however, 
beat Garret Cypher, the same Amer- 
ican who beat him for the Scott 
Simpson Junior held at Chula Vista 
last week. Unson placed third in the 
same Simpson event. 

Inthe fifth Asean Schools champi- 
onships at the Selatar Country Club 


in Singapore, De Guzman placed a 
strong second behind a Thailander 
in the girls individual competition 
and teamed up with Paulina Sotto 
and Katya dela Cruz for a third place 
showing in team play. 

De Guzman, supported by Ti- 
teist, led by four going into the final 
round but collapsed with an 80 and 
lost by three to Punpaka of Thai- 
land, who shot 73. Sotto settled for 
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sixth place in the standings. 

‘The boys didn't do well, plac- 
ing fifth out of six entries with 
Gabby Villareal emerging as the 
best individual finisher at No. 21 

Miguel, was three under after 
the 8th hole, but a bogey on 9th 
and a double-bogey on the 10th 
tamished an otherwise solid ef- 
fort. He finished the rest of the 
back nine, even par. 


Giants stay in the hunt 


Fonacier stars as Bulls claim crucial victory 


GAMES TOMORROW (Cuneta Astrodome) 
4:45 p.m—Red Bull vs San Miguel Beer 
7:35 pum.—Purefoods vs Alaska 


By June Navarro 


THERE WAS NO OTHER 
concern but to stay alive. 


Purefoods kept this short-term goal 
to heart and lived another day in the 
semifinals of the PBA Philippine Cup 
with an 85-74 triumph over Alaska 
last night at the Araneta Coliseum. 

James Yap presided over a third-quar- 
ter scoring binge and the Giants, refus- 
ing to end a season of high expectations, 
strengthened their resolve by scuttling 
the Aces on the other end of the floor. 

“irs a big win but we're still down 
in the series,” said Purefoods ‘coach 
Ryan Gregorio, whose Giants moved 
a game closer to tying the Aces in the 
best-of-seven series at 2-3. 

“We're still alive and it was our battle 
cay after we lost Game 4. Now, we're look- 
ing forward to Game 6," Gregorio added. 

But as the cliché goes, some things 
are easier said than done. 

For the Giants to win, they must 
limit the Aces to no more than 80 
points. And doing it twice in a row 
looked a tall order. 

“Tr will be hard to limit them (Aces) 
to 80 points back-to-back,” said Gre- 
gorio. “We may have the best plan in 
the world but we have to execute it.” 

‘That's exactly what happened 
when the Giants pulled away in the 
pivotal fourth by forcing the Aces to 
throw bricks and commit turnovers 


ALASKA'S Willie Miller tries to figure out a way to get past the defense 


of Purefoods guard Roger Yap. 


for almost five minutes. 

After Reynel Hugnatan muscled his 
way to the basket in a mismatch against 
James Yap, 66-71, the Aces suffered a 
long scoring drought while the Giants 
clustered seven straight points through 
Jun Limpot as the Alaska defense fo- 
‘cused on James Yap. 

“They just cant double off James (Yap) 
‘every time. Somebody will be free and 
could take those shots,” said Gregorio. 

Yap scored seven of his 20 points in 
third, Limpot had 13 while Richard 
Yee added 11 for the Giants, who reg- 


‘AUGUSTORACIEZ 


istered their 30th win of the season. 

In the second game, Larry Fonacier 
scored a personal conference-high 24 
points to lead Red Bull to a 107-101 
victory. The Bulls will take a 3-2 series 
lead into tomorrow's Game 6. 

The scores: 

PUREFOODS 85—Yap J. 20, Limpot 13. Yee 
11, Evangaista 9, Raymundo 8, Yap R. 8, Casti- 
108, Pingris 6, Simon2 

ALASKA 74—Belasco 19, Thoss 12, Cortez 
12, Dela Cruz 8, Miler 7, Cariaso 6, Hugnatan 5. 
Ferriols 5, Wison O, Laure 0. 

Quarters: 19-23, 38-38, 67-58, 85-74 


Ex-PBA lawyer says Eala erred 


‘THERE WAS NO WALKOUT SO THE 
decision to slap Red Bull with a hefty 
fine of P400,000 after its match with 
San Miguel Beer last Sunday was a 
big blunder. 

Former PBA legal counsel Butch 
Cleofe said Commissioner Noli Eala 
erred in his decision to heavily fine 
the Red Bull management in connec- 
tion with its coach's order to send his 
players briefly to the locker room dur- 
ing Game 4 of the Gran Matador 
Brandy Philippine Cup semifinals. 


“Mali ang desisyon (The decision 
was wrong). There was no walkout 
because the team (Red Bull) came 
back in time to finish the match. And 
since it was the coach (Yeng Guiao) 
who made the order, management 
should not have been fined,” said Cle- 
ofe, who served under Commission- 
ers Rudy Salud, Rey Marquez, Jun 
Bernardino and, for a time, Eala. 

Cleofe, who helped draft the rules 
pertaining to walkouts shortly after 
Añejo Rum, then representing the La 


Tondefia franchise, did it in 1990 and 
drew a P550,000 fine for it, said the 
rules were made in such a way that 
the team which refuses to play may 
re-think its option. 

“The team is given enough time to 
cool off. Maybe around 10 minutes to 
enable management to talk to the 
coach, who initiates the move to stop his 
boys from playing. Since the Red Bull- 
SMB game resumed before the scorer 
declared a forfeiture, a basketball penal- 
ty was enough,” explained Cleofe. 


Adamson 
SSC bets 

clash for 
final slot 


FILIPINO ACE CHER- 
ry Rose Macatangay 
and Thai import 
Jaroensri Bualee face 
each other in a duel 
of power hitters as 
Adamson and San 
Sebastian dispute the 
second champi- 
onship slot in the 
Shakey's V-League at 
2 p.m. today at the 
Blue Eagle Gym. 

Although the Lady 
Falcons are up in 
their head-to-head 
duel, 2-1, the Recole- 
tos-based spikers are 
raring to square it off 
and arrange a show- 
down with defending 
champion De La Salle 
for the crown. 

“its going to be one 
exciting game and we 
hope to come out the 
winner” said Adam- 
son coach Dulce Pante, 
whose charges fin- 
ished second behind 
De la Salle (12-3) 
with a 10-5 record. 

Game 1 of the fi- 
nals will be played on 
Saturday with the in- 
dividual awards to be 
handed out before 
Game 2 on Sunday. 
Both coaches agreed 
defense would de- 
cide the outcome of 
the contest although 
observers note it 
would depend on 
who between 
Macatangay and 
Bualee would domi- 
nate up front. 


Lipa returns as Maroons 
aim to end title drought 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


AFTER A 20YEAR TITLE 
drought, the University of the 
Philippines brought back the 
coach that delivered its only 
UAAP basketball crown. 

‘So naturally, the expectations 

| are high for veteran coach Joe 
Lipa, who steered a star-studded 
cast bannered by Benjie Paras 
and Ronnie Magsanoc in the 
Maroons’ 1986 title run, 

Lipa, last year's league com- 
missioner, quickly put all high 
hopes in perspective. 

“The collegiate league now is 
very different,” Lipa said. “Recruit- 
ment is a big factor in winning 
_ ames You now have ina dengue 


Alcano, Lining enter IPT Tour 


RONATO ALCANO SWEPT THE of playing in the JPT finals. Also se- 


qualifying round, while Antonio 
Lining topped the loser’s bracket 
to join 10 other Filipinos in the 
grand finals of the International 
Pool Tour 8-Ball shoot-out last 
Monday at the Lou Butera’s Pool 
Sharks in Las Vegas, Nevada. 
Seeded players Efren “Bata” 
Reyes, Francisco “Django” Busta- 
mante, Jose "Amang” Parica and 
Marlon Manalo were guaranteed 


curing early finals slots were Alex 
Pagulayan, Dennis Orcollo, War- 
ren Kiamco, Rodolfo Luat, Gandy 
Valle and Santos Sambajon. 
Alcano capped his winning run 
by edging American Mark Train- 
er, 10-7, to grab the first ticket. 
"The 2002 AZ Billiards Rookie 
of the Year earlier defeated Rose 
Brill, 10-1; recent Asian 9-Ball 
‘Tour winner Ramil Gallego, 10-8; 


US-based Filipino Danny Petraul- 
ba, 10-8; and Vietnamese ace 
‘Thanh Hao, 10-7. 

“Is an honor for me to make it 
to the grand finale of the IPT,” 
said Aleano, who's playing under 
the stable of businessman Perry 
Mariano. 

It was Alcano’s second try to 
qualify in the IPT finals after 
dropping out in the qualifying 
tournament in Shanghai, China, 


box 
uPA 

recruitment, where you get play- 
crs from other leagues and they go 
through a residency period.” 

Lipa will be banking on the ex- 
perience of only four mainstays led 
by point guard Marvin Cruz and 
forward Nestor David. He will be 


shootout 


Lining, the Oriental Mindoro 
veteran, crushed Trainer, 10-5, in 
the do-or-die tiff for the last finals 
seat. 

‘The final round, dubbed as the 
2006 North American 8-Ball 
Championship, is stated on July 
23-30 at the Venetian Hotel in Las 
Vegas, Nevada. 

A total prize of $2 
stake. Marlon Bernardino, con- 
tributor 


fielding a roster laden with rookies, 
who are mostly off high school 

“I think we have to go to the 
tournament as a team,” said Li- 
pa, who replaced coach Lito Ver- 
gara. “We know we're not the 
best talented team. But we're 
jelling as a team.” 

Cruz averaged a team-best 12.6 
points and three assists, while 
David normed 11.6 markers and 
8.6 rebounds in the Maroons’ fifth 
place finish at 6-8 last season. 

The Maroons, though, ac- 
quired a strong set of rookies in 
cluding Woody Co, Migs de Asis 
and Martin Reyes. 

‘Among last year's high school 
sensations, the 6-foot-3 Co shot 
a single-game record of 53 


points for Xavier in the Tiong 
Lian basketball league. 

De Asis and Reyes also played 
key roles in powering De La 
Salle Zobel to its first champi- 
onship in the 2005 UAAP junior 
basketball tournament. 

“We have to play as a team to 
accomplish what we need to do,” 
noted Lipa. “We're still working on 
not letting our opponents get sec- 
ond-chance points.” 

Despite admitting that the Ma- 
toons have a relatively small line- 
up, Lipa is no stranger to forming 
‘a competitive team. The previous- 
ly struggling Ateneo Eagles also 
benefited from Lipa's rebuilding 
program when he took over as 
head coach from 1999 t0 2001. 


ALCANO: Shooting for bigger stakes, 


miereamara PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER = 


SPORTS 


‘THURSDAY, 
JUNE 29, 2006 


BA: 


Dolphins nip 
Lions; Stags 
bounce back 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


PHILIPPINE CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY finally 
from-behind victory over San Beda last night 
in the NCAA men's basketball tournament at 
Gabby Espinas 

STANDINGS W L| capped a 9-2 blast 

Perpetual 1 0| game at 57-all mid- 

SanBeda 1 1 | way in the fourth 

E 

Mapa 1 1| joined hands with 
} Pou 1 1 | Beau Belga and Jason 

St. Benilde 0 1 

JoseRizal 0 1| the Lions down the 
= stretch. 
which trailed at 35-45 late in the third period 
while former coach Junel Baculi watched from 

“At last the boys showed up ready to win, 
They also showed their character,” said PCU i 
comeback of the Dolphins in the last quarter. 

Earlier, San Sebastian College-Recoletas also 
downing Mapua, 76-68, 

Jim Viray unloaded 24 points on top of 10 re- 
‘THE ENDURO SAN MIG LIGHT 2006 OPENS 
it holds its university tour in Metro Manila as 
preparation for its third and final leg. 

~ the event aims to encourage students into ad- 
venture racing as a vehicle to promote out- 

Interested students will be given a chance 
to participate in the final leg slated on July 7 
division. 

Some 200 racers are expected to take part 
get bigger and better in its third year. 

A bar tour featuring celebrities and media 
leg. Call the Enduro hotline at (632) 414- 
1489 or log on towwwsanmiglight.com.ph 

BEFORE BOXING FANS GET GLUED TO 

around 7,000 participants are expected 

to compete in the eighth leg of the 30th 

Park in General Santos City on Sunday. 

Vice Mayor Florentina Congson will fire 
in parmership with Bayview Park Hotel- 

Manila, Adidas, Cebu Pacific, the Depart- 

‘Also invited to the rites are PSC Commis- 
sioner Leon Montemayor, City Councilor 

Councilor Brian Estrella, City Sports Devel- 

opment Board vice chair Clemen Asencio, 

ministrator Rodrigo Salansan and city 
sports coordinator Emest Nanali 

favored to top the 21K qualifying run 

against a crack field that includes last year’s 

Franciso Veroy. Monaliza Ambasa of South 

Cotabato is expected to defend her crown 

‘Canete and Raquel Velasco, 

RISING STAR JOSEPH YEO OF HARBOUR 
Centre has been invited to grace the 7:30 a.m. 
ter’s SBP/Passerelle tournament on July 9 at 
the Xavier School gym. 

versity star, led the Portmasters to the PBL 
Unity Cup title recently by scoring 28 points 

Xavier has always been a strong contender 
in the youth cagefest, which has lured 36 

Defending champions Ateneo (SBP) and La 
Salle Greenhills (Passerelle) head the field in 


showed its worth, posting a 70-66 come- 
the Ninoy Aquino Stadium. 
f gece eae ft 
Letran 10 that finally ted the 
ssc quarter and then 
Tt was the first win in two games for PCU 
the sidelines. 
terim coach Joel Dualan as he noted the big 
redeemed itself from an opening-day loss by 
Enduro SML 
its doors to adventure racing enthusiasts when 
Dubbed as Enduro 101/Samahang Enduro, 
door sports in the country. 
for the Novice category and July 8 for the Elite 
in this annual adventure race that promises to 
personalities will also be held in the Manila 
Milo Marathon 
the Manny Pacquiao-Oscar Larios fight, 
National Milo Marathon at the Freedom 
the starting gun at 6 a.m. in the event held 
ment of Tourism and Powerbar. 
‘Sherlyn Banas Nograles, SK Chair and City 
ecting officer Maureen Rodriguez, city ad- 
Rey Mondenedo, last year’s runner-up, is 
third placer Placido Diaz, Mario Dabon, and 
against Vivian Villagonzalo, Genalyn 
opening guest 
opening of the 21st season of Milo BEST Cen- 
Yeo, a former Xavier and De La Salle Uni- 
in the final match against Toyota Otis-Letran. 
teams this year. 
the NCR tourney, 


‘bounds, two steals and one assist as the Stags 
bounced back from their 73-67 loss to Perpetual 
inthe inaugurals last week. 

“It was a good feeling getting my first win as 
‘San Sebastian head coach,” said Stags’ mentor 
Raymond Valenzona who took over the reins 
from his father Turo. 

‘The Red Lions fell to 1-1 like the Cardinals, 
who pulled off a 47-42 win over the Dolphins 
last Saturday. 

‘San Beda scored only three points in the final 
three minutes and 11 overall in the last quarter 
while PCU unloaded 22 in the payoff period. 

The scores: 

First Game (Srs) 

SSCA 76 —Viray 24, Ballesteros 1, Vicente 11, Lindaya 
9, Delgado 4, Bulawan 4, Aquino 4, Juan 3, Sagad 2, de Leon 
2. Raymundo 0. Najorda 0. 

MAPUA 68—Tongco 14, del Rosario 10, Co 8, Gonzales 
7, Sumainog 6, Pascual N. 6, Mazo 8, Guillermo 6, dela Pena 
5. Pascual J. 0 

Quarters: 14-22 38-43; 56-53; 76-68 

Second Game (Srs) 

PCU 70—Davd 15, Belga 14, Castro 14, Amparado 8, Es- 
pinas 8, Salem 5, Santos 2, Navarro 2, McCoy 2. Graham O, 
Javelona 0. Chien 0. 

SAN BEDA 65—Escoba 11, Ekwe 10, Alama 8, Tecson 
7, Menor 7, Hermida 7, Maggy 6, Gamallnda 5, Angeles 5, 
Taupa O, Evangelista 0, Tagaras 0. 

Quarters: 1319, 3938, 48-55, 70-66. 
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FIFA WORLD CUP ON SPORTSPLUS 
Tam. —Brazil vs. Ghana (replay @ 11 p.m.) 
4 p.m—Spain vs. France (replay tomorrow @ 2a.m.) 


French ride skipper to World Cup q'finals | 


HANOVER, GERMANY—ZINEDINE ZIDANE’S FAREWELL TOUR 
with France keeps on rolling. Spain’s World Cup agony never 


ends. 

Zidane sent in a late free kick that Patrick 
Vieira headed off a defender and into the net to 
Break a 1-1 deadlock Tuesday. The retiring 
France captain then finished off a brilliant night 
with a goal of his own to cement his team’s place 
in the quarterfinals with a 3-1 victory. 

France moves on to face Brazil on Saturday, a 
rematch of the World Cup final in 1998, when 
the French won, 3-0, with Zidane scoring two 
goals. 

‘Spain, meanwhile, is still looking to end 76 
years of World Cup futility. 

With the score even in the 83rd minute, Zi- 
anes free kick curled into the goal mouth and 
found an onrushing Vieira, who headed it off the 
‘body of Spain's Sergio Ramos and into the net. 

Minutes later, Zidane finished off the night 
with a solo run into the penalty area, his shoes 
flashing as he cut inside one defender before 
‘wrong-footing goalkeeper Iker Casillas for the 
score. 

France's recovery from a listless World Cup 
start seemed impossible as little as a week ago, 
when Zidane was serving a suspension for too 


WITH the same flair that made hi 


many yellow cards and the French struggled to 
score. 

Zidane said France “really wanted to show 
that while the first round wasn't easy, we were 
capable of a few things. And this evening we 
have demonstrated that we have a good group 
that wants to go further” 

‘Spain first gotits hopes up in the 28th minute, 
when Lilian Thuram stepped on the foot of Pabl 
Ibanez inside the box, prompting referee Chris 
tiano Copelli to award a penalty kick. David Villa 
slotted it perfectly, ow in the left comer and just 
ut ofthe reach of Fabien Barthez. 

France answered in the 41st minute. Vieira 
sent Frank Ribery into open space with a pass, 
and the Marseille winger swept the ball past 
‘goalkeeper Iker Casillas with his right foot and 
‘sent it home with his left, just ahead of two on- 
rushing defenders. 

‘Spain became a World Cup favorite after anoth- 
er brilliant opening round, but fell fat within the 
last 10 minutes of Tuesday's game. Compared to 
idane's sparkling play, Spain veteran Raul Gon- 
zalez was ineffective and was substituted eariy. 


a feared striker before, Brazil's Ronaldo (right) beats 


Ghana defender John Pantsil for his World Cup record ISth goal. 


WIMBLEDON 
Federer 


express 
chugs on 


WIMBLEDON, ENGLAND—ROGER FEDERER 
won his record 42nd straight grass-court 
match Tuesday, beating Richard Gasquet, 6-3, 
6-2, 6-2, to open his bid for a fourth consecu- 
tive Wimbledon championship. 

‘The top-ranked Federer broke the record 
he shared with Bjorn Borg, the five-time Wim- 
bledon champion who won 41 straight 
matches on grass from 1976-1981. 

“Its nice to get any streak,” Federer said. “Pm 
Still going, so even better if I can maybe postpone 
it and make it even last longer. Pm surprised my- 
self Tve kept it that long. To come through today 
was my only wish, not to break the streak, but to 
have it come together is nice.” 

Federer led Gasquet, 6-3, 1-2, on Monday 

when the match was suspended by rain. The 
pair returned to Centre Court under cloudy 
skies, and Federer needed only 37 minutes to 
finish off the 20-year-old Frenchman, setting 
up an intriguing second-round encounter 
against Britain’s Tim Henman. 
+ Also winning on Centre Court was Andre 
‘Agassi, the 1992 champion playing in his last 
Wimbledon. The 36-year-old American, the 
aldest player in the men’s draw, got off to a 
slow start before beating 7ist-ranked Boris 
Pashanski of Serbia, 2-6, 6-2, 6-4, 6-3. 

‘Agassi, who announced last weekend that 
the US Open in September will be his final 
fournament, had 17 aces and capitalized on 
11 double faults by Pashanski—two coming 
‘bn the last two points of the match. 

“I was a bit lost out there in the first set, a 
bit too nervous,” Agassi said, 

In his customary fashion, Agassi bowed 
and blew kisses to all comers of the court as 
the fans gave him a rousing ovation, Among 
those in the crowd was his wife, former seven- 
time Wimbledon champion Steffi Graf. Agassi 
wore a necklace with letters spelling out 
“Daddy Rocks,” which he said was made by 
the couple's 4-year-old son, Jaden Gil. AP 


Zidane, who is retiring after this World Cup, 
made the difference in midfield with several slick 
moves. The former Real Madrid midfielder still 
‘wove some old magic, with his unique mix of ap- 
Parent nonchalance and lethal passing. 

France coach Raymond Domenech said he 
had been surprised at suggestions that Vieira and 
Zidane should have been left off of the team. 

“For me, it was dramatic that this question 
was even being asked, but that’s the way it is, 
and now we are moving ahead with our litle 
team of old men,” Domenech said. 

Inthe final minute, Zidane, who tumed 34 on 
Friday, came back to head out crosses and 
rushed back with the abandon of a teenager to 
stop a Spanish rush. At the end of the game, the 
“old men”—Zidane, Vieira and Barthez—were 
all embracing and saluting the ecstatic, tricolor 
fans among the sellout crowd of 43,000. 

“We are still far from winning the cup but 
that’s our target,” Vieira said. “We know that we 
can achieve a lot and we'll keep working hard. 
Many people didn't expect us to win today but 
we proved them wrong.” 

Domenech said the team was already looking 
forward to Brazil. 

“We have an exceptional game ahead of us,” 
Domenech said. 
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AP Franck Ribery after carrying France past Spain. 


DORTMUND, GERMANY—BRAZIL 
ended Ghana's scrappy World Cup 
debut Tuesday with three streaking 
goals, the first an early flash by Ronal- 
do that made him the most prolific 
scorer in tournament history. 

Ronaldo scored his 15th World Cup 
goal in the fifth minute—breaking Gerd 
Muellers alltime tournament scoring 
record—and hopes his mark goes be- 
yond Brazil's 3-0 win over Ghana. 

“1 want to continue to increase the 
record,” Ronaldo said, “but without for- 
gening that the main goal in the World 
Cup is winning the tide.” 

Ghana made Brazil work for its 11th 

ight World Cup win, challenging the 
fivetime champions and outplaying 


reach of goalkeeper Dida. 

“We won the game, but the result 
doesn't show it was not an easy game at 
all” Brazil coach Carlos Alberto Parreira 
said. “The first half they did well, they 
should have scored. They had chances.” 

Brazil took another step toward its 
fourth straight World Cup finals. It plays 
France in the quarterfinals. 

“The big guys are coming to the quar- 
terfinals,” Parreira said. 

Each of Brazil's goals was built upon 
long, penetrating passes, including 
Ronaldo's early score to break Mueller’s 
record. 

On the counterattack, Kaka sent a 
second long pass up the heart of the 
field to an unmarked Ronaldo, who 


ing with a step-over. Ronaldo cut left, 
and with a defender closing, poked the 
ball into the ner. 

Ronaldo said he never intended to 
break the World Cup scoring record. 

“It was never my goal, it just hap- 
pened match after match,” he said. 
“This is the result of lots of work, ots of 
sacrifice.” 

Mueller scored his 14 goals over 13 
games in the 1970 and 1974 World 
‘Cups; Ronaldo has played 18 games in 
the past three tournaments. 

Ronaldo performed poorly in Brazil's 
first two matches against Croatia and 
Australia, when the Real Madrid striker 
was held scoreless and substituted for 
twice. He was also bothered by a weight 


them at times, but the Black Stars’ shots 
ae were either off the mark or well within 


Old school gals prove 
finesse can win 


WIMBLEDON, ENGLAND—EVEN 
by the standards of tradition-rich 
Wimbledon, Martina Hingis’ ap- 
proach is old-fashioned. 

For starters, she somehow strikes 
the ball without a grunt. Rather 
than swing from the heels, she cre- 
ates improbable angles to loop, 
bunt and slice shots which wind up 
being fielded on several hops by a 
ball kid. 

Finesse can still win, as Hingis 
showed on Tuesday. Completing her 
first match at Wimbledon in five 
years following a long injury layoff 
and an overnight rain delay, she 
beat the bigger, stronger but less ex- 
perienced Olga Savehuk of Ukraine, 
6-2, 6-2. 

Hingis hit drop shots, deft lobs 
and tricky groundstrokes that rarely 
took a true bounce, negating 
Savchuk's power game. 

“Thad todo something, especially 
on grass,” Hingis said. "You have to 
try to have a lot of variety in your 
shots. Ifyou don’t give the opponent 
the same shot twice, it definitely 
helps because the bounces are al- 
ready so hard to get ready for.” 

Justine Henin-Hardenne won 


much the same way, beating Yuan 
Meng of China, 6-0, 6-1. In this era 
of big hiters, the slender French 
Open champion is proud to be a 
stylistic throwback. 

“TPs good to have different kinds 
of games,” Henin-Hardenne said. “I 
think people would love to see more 
of these kind of players on the tour, 
but women's tennis is getting very 
powerful in the last few years.” 

‘There's plenty of competition this 
year, including 2005 US Open 
champion Kim Clijsters and 2004 
US Open champion Svetlana 
Kuznetsova, who won on Tuesday. 
Clijsters beat Vera Zvonareva, 7-5, 
6-3, and Kuznetsova defeated Italy's 
Romina Oprandi, 6-3, 6-2. 

Other contenders include top-seed- 
ed Amelie Mauresmo, 2005 champion 
Venus Williams and 2004 champion 
Maria Sharapova, scheduled to play 
their first-round matches on Wednes- 
day. All hit the ball hard. 

“its wide open” Henin- 
Hardenne said. “That's very exciting 
on the tour. It’s very hard to say, 
“This player is dominating the tour, 
and she is really the favorite for this 
tournament.” AP 


NICOLE Vaidisova, who was playing 
Klara Koukalova at presstime, is 
among the new wave of young 
power hitters. ETERS 


touched the ball once toward Richard 
Kingson, then sent the goalkeeper fail- 


controversy and a string of minor health 
problems. AP 


on reading 
own putts 


NEWPORT, RHODE ISLAND—JULI INKSTER 
took only 105 putts when she won the US 
Women’s Open four years ago at Prairie 
Dunes, and caddie Greg Johnston played a 
big role in helping Inkster read some of the 
subtle breaks in the greens. 

Now that he’s on the bag with Michelle 
Wie, however, Johnston has gone mute. 

That's by design. 

Wie is trying to develop independence as a 
golfer by reading greens by herself, and some 
believe it has cost the 16-year-old from 
Hawaii in her last few tournaments. She 
missed six birdie putts inside 12 feet in her 
morning round of US Open qualifying, and 
she took 12 more putts than US LPGA Cham- 
pionship winner Se Ri Pak at Bulle Rock. 

“The old saying is you learn from your mis- 
takes,” said BJ Wie, her father. “On the LPGA 
‘Tour, I think some players are overly depen- 
dent on their caddies.” 

Is it hurting Wie to not take any advice 
from her caddie, especially one of Johnston's 
caliber? 

Probably. 

But the teenager isn’t about to change now. 
She feels she will be a better putter in the long 
run ifshe learns to read greens by herself. AP 


NBA draft has depth, no impact player 


Perr 
res 


BARGNANI 


scores 


NEW YORK—THE TORONTO RAP- 
tors have the first pick in a National 
Basketball Association draft that is 
considered deep but may be devoid 
of a Yao Ming, Dwyane Wade or Le- 
Bron James impact player. 

It is even possible new Raptor 


Wednesday's entry draft. 

‘Some NBA scouts are calling this 
a sixplayer draft, with kalian for- 
ward Andrea Bargnani and colle- 


gians LaMarcus Aldridge of Texas, 
‘Adam Morrison of Gonzaga, Tyrus 
‘Thomas of LSU, Brandon Roy of 
Washington and Rudy Gay of Con- 
necticut the hailed half-dozen. 
"The talent is more equally divid- 

ced in this draft than in 2005,” said 
Charlotte Bobcats coach Bemie 
Bickerstaff, whose team has the 
third pick. “I don't think there's a 
clear-cut No. 1. I's about what your 
needs are, and who you fall in love 
with.” 


Colangelo is believed to like 
Bargnani, a 6-foot-10 forward 
whose upside has been likened to 
Dirk Nowitzki. 

Last week, he appointed as vice 
president and assistant general 
manager Maurizio Gherardini, who 
had been with Benetton Treviso of 
the Italian League, Bargnani team. 

Bargnani is the only non-colle- 
gian expected to be taken among 
the top 10 picks. There is nota very 
strong class of international players 


this year, the first in which high 
school players are ineligible. 

“T will bea good draft, with expe- 
rienced kids who at least got some 
time [in college},” Bickerstaff said. 

‘The Chicago Bulls have the sec- 
ond pick as the result of the Eddy 
Cuny trade with the New York 
Knicks and appear to be targeting 
Aldridge, a 6-10 forward from 
“Texas, The Bulls also pick 16th and 
are one of six teams with a pair of 
first-round picks. AFP 
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By Marinel R. Cruz 
not the place to look for an 
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lols’ here 

i Slim pickings in 
D ‘Idol.’ All the good ones are 

in Cebu,” declared Pilita Corrales, 


Davao; all the good 
a Cebuana and one of the three ones are In Cebu, 
judges of the reality talent search 


“philippine Idol” on ABC 5. says Pilita 


Corrales shares the task with master com- 
poser Ryan Cayabyab and rapper-TV host 
Francis Magalona. 

Only 17 out of 75 contestants who 
auditioned on Monday at the Water- 
front Hotels and Casinos got the 
coveted Golden Ticket. They will be 
flown to Manila to compete in the 
theater auditions at the CCP Main r 
Theater in August. 

The 75 contenders were se- 
lected from fast-track sereen- 
ings conducted in Cagayan 
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Í Etor Emmie G. Velarde 
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AVAO CITY—“DAVAO IS 


them, but I kept my mouth shut, He 
should have come more prepared.” 
Mr. C spotted Ritchie Asibal, 28, 
from Cagayan de Oro's, and decided 
that the aspirant could very well 
slug it out with the others in Manila. 
Ritchie had failed in the CDO fast- 
track screening and decided to 
try again here. He was the 
fourth to get a Golden 
Ticket. 
\ Corrales 


“PHILIPPINE IDOL” judges FrancisM, Pilita and Mr. C: Today's not the day. But it’s a happy one for hopefuls Richie 
Asibal, Ann Quitoriano and Amor Bacharpa, below from top, and J.R. Oclarit, far left. ANU 


wal 


advised on July 24. A total of 25 contestants will be 


de Oro, Zamboanga and 
Davao cities, as well as 
from pre-casting and cast- 
ing auditions held here on 
June 23, 

“Ies easier to judge 
iow. Maraming ‘hindi 
magaling di- 
to," said 
Cayabyab, 

Mr. C to 

industry 

colleagues, 

‘I really did 

not expect much 
from Davao. We 
suppose we will have 
a more difficult time 
Cebu.” 

“People here are shy: 1 kno 
because I used to handic 
singing contest here,” Corrales 
added. “But there are a 
interesting people.” 

She said a contestant 
proached her while she w 
taking a break. “He asked m 
to help him get to Manil: 
said, Just do your best 
Then I noticed that some of 
his teeth were missing. H 
said he had left his de 
tures at home. I really 
wanted to say, 'Go 
back and get 


JR Oclarit, 19, to 
lose weight before 


<i 


flying to Manila. 


IR, the sixth pick, 
weighs 160 Ibs. 


“Tve learned to 


accept the fact that 


there 


are people 


who join the search 


for 


monetary 


rea- 


sons,” said Mr. C. “I 
felt bad saying no to 


them at first. 


Tm 


used to it now.” 


Julieto Alquizar, 


19, who said he 
wanted to make it 
so he could send 
young siblings to 
school, was one of 
those who got the 


numbs-down. 


He 


so hard, he had to be 
y personnel. 

y required of contes- 
‘was proper diction: 
yan Pinoys who lose 


y sing. That's a plus 


ortant for contestants 
ics of the songs they 


Cebu will be held at 
International Acade- 
sion in Lapu-Lapu City 


‘I still miss Kris but...’ 


By Nini Valera 


PAMPANGA GOVERNOR AND ACTOR 
Mark Lapid said he is no longer com- 
fortable in the company of ex-girl- 
“friend Kris Aquino, even if only as a 
guest on the show biz talk show “The 
Buzz” to promote his movie, “Batas 


“I went on the show earlier for an- 
‘ther movie,” Mark, 27, told INquineR 
Entertainment Monday night in a 
one-on-one interview. “We [Kris and 
T) said hi, but it was Tito Boy Abunda 
who interviewed me.” 

Since his breakup with Kris, Mark 
said, he had not taken up with anoth- 
er girl, despite tabloid stories linking 
him to former leading lady Kristine 
Reyes. His latest screen partner is 
‘Tanya Garcia. 

But Mark admitted that he still 
missed Kris. 

“| [still] treasure our times togeth- 
er. 1 am happy that she has 
someone to love her,” he said. 
ring to Kris’ husband, cager 
James Yap. “She deserves to be 
She's a remarkable girl.” 

Mark said he and Kris wer 
together for about three 
months in 2004. Contrary 
torumors, he insisted, they 
had parted ways without 
bitterness. He denied that 
Kris had ended their rela- 
tionship because she had 
‘caught him with another 
woman. 

“There was no third par- 
ty” Mark said. He did not 
elaborate. “She was the 
one who ended it. Ir’ said 
that we are no longer to- 
gether, but ies enough that 
Thad known her" 

He described Kris as a 
good-hearted person who 
worked hard for the furure 
of her son Joshua, by for- 
mer partner Philip Sal- 


he currently 


Actor-politician 
Mark Lapid says 
he’s no longer 
comfortable with 


ex-girlfriend 


MARK Lapid with new 
leading lady Tanya Garcia 


had his hands full as Pampanga gov- 
emor, and so he didn’t have time for a 
serious relationship. 

“I make movies only if the produc- 
er agrees to shoot most of it in Pam- 
panga, so I wouldn't have to go far on 
location,” he explained. “My job as a 
public servant is the most important 
thing for me.” 

Mark said he had started in politics 
at 17, as chair of the Sanggunian Ka- 
bataan. He liked being in public ser- 
vice, he said, but he also wants a foot 
inshow biz. 

“We were raised in a show biz at- 

mosphere,” he said. “My father 

(Sen. Lito Lapid) was an action 
star, and he raised us on his 
movie earnings. So it was natu- 
ral for me to want to be part of 

that world.” 
He said he also felt that he 
Hf owed the movie industry some 
form of payback for his father’s 


ars why we pro- 
1 this movie—to 
keep the movie 
try alive,” he 
of “Batas Militar,” 
ch the Lapids pro- 
ed for P8 million. 
our small way, my 
nily wants to help 
ovie workers, like 
ie stunt men from 
hose ranks my fa- 
her had come.” 

If he didn't suc- 
ceed as an actor, 
Mark said, he 
would concen- 

trate on polities. 

The youngest of- 

ficial to become 

governor of his 
province, he has 

his eyes set on a 
second term. 

“Show biz is a 

Bream,” he said. 
My job as governor js 


INQUIRER 
EXCLUSIVE 


picked from the Visayan region. 

“They might cancel each other out when 
all the contestants get to Manila,” said Mag- 
alona. 

“Yes,” Cayabyab agreed, “especially when 
they stand side by side with their competi- 
tors and get to compare notes.” 
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of her dreams, 
One girl is really 
going overboard. 
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Rowling: 
2 will die 


LONDON—AUTHOR 
JK. Rowling said two 
characters will die in 
the last installment 
of her boy wizard se- 
ries, and she hinted 
Harry Potter might 
notsurvive, either 

“T have never been 
tempted to kill him 
off before the final 
because I want to fin- 
ish seven books,” 
Rowling said Mon- 
day on TV here. 

“I can completely 
understand, howev- 
ex, the mentality of 
an author who 
thinks, ‘Well, Tm 
gonna kill them off 
because that means 
there can be no non- 
author-written se- 
quels ... and after I'm 
dead and gone they 
won't be able to bring 
back the character.” 


Not finished 

Rowling declined 
to commit herself 
about Harry, saying 
she doesn't want to 
receive hate mail. 

“The last book is 
not finished. But Pm 
well into it now. I 
wrote the final chap- 
ter in ... 1990, so ve 
known exactly how 
the series is going to 
end,” she said. 

Some characters 
might die, but the 
blockbuster movie 
franchise lives on. 
Warner Bros. Pic- 
tures has announced 
that the fifth install- 
ment will be released 
in cinemas in July 
2007. 

In “Harry Potter 
and the Order of the 
Phoenix,” directed by 
David “Yates, the 
teenage Harry con- 
tinues to battle the 
evil Lord Voldemort 
(again played by 
Ralph Fiennes) and 
his followers. Daniel 
Radcliffe is returning 
as the title character, 
and Emma Watson 
and Rupert Grint 
reprise their roles as 
Hermione and Ron. 


Shocked 

In her Monday in- 
terview on the 
“Richard and Judy” 
show, Rowling said 
people are some- 
times shocked to 
hear that she wrote 
theend of book seven 
before she had a pub- 
lisher for the first 
book in the series. 

“The final chapter 
is hidden away, al- 
though i 
changed very slightly. 
One character got a 
reprieve. But 1 have 
to say two die that 1 
didn’t intend to die,” 
she said. "A price has 
to be paid. We are 
dealing with pure 
evil here. They don't 
target extras do 
they? They go for the 
main characters. 
Well, Ido." 

Rowling is the 
richest woman in 
Britain—wealthier 
than even the queen 
—with a fortune esti- 
mated by Forbes 
magazine last year at 
more than $1 billion. 
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CERRUDO: CLASSICO. ..CLASSIC 
ko,” a concert series for a cause 
featuring theater actor, concert 
performer and recording artist 
Bimbo Cerrudo, goes onstage all 
Wednesdays of July at the Teatri- 
no in Greenhills 

Each evening will have a spe- 
cial beneficiary: July 5, the 
Cartwheel Foundation; July 12, 
the Foundation for Children’s Ed- 
cational Integration; July 19, 
Beta Epsilon Fraternity projects; 
July 26, the Parafiaque Commu- 
nity Hospital. 

‘Accompanied by a 14-piece en- 
semble from the Manila Philhar- 
monic Orchestra under the baton 
of Maestro Rodel Colmenar, Bim- 
bo will perform well-loved stan- 
dards, songs from the cinema, 
light opera, and classical-pop 
crossover tunes. 

Call 689-1003 (Sherlo Reyes, 
for July 5), 928-4689 (Mara or 
Janet, July 12), 928-3257 (Alex 
Reyes, July 19). 


AN systems go 

Retro music fans are in for a big 
treat on July 1 when the Village 
People and Sister Sledge rock the 
Araneta Coliseum with their clas- 
sic disco hits such as “Y.M.C.A.,” 
“In The Navy,” “Macho Man,” 
“You Can't Stop The Music,” “We 
Are Family,” “He's The Greatest 
Dancer” and many more. 

“Retro Mania: Village People 
and Sister Sledge Live in Manila!” 
is their first back-to-back perfor- 
mance ever. 

‘The Village People sold more 
than 65 million records and were 
on top of the charts until the early 
°80s. Call 911-5555 or 633-9825 
1027. 


Winston free Show 
‘Winston Free Show at Sta. Lucia 
East in Cainta on July 1 topbills 
‘Freestyle, True Faith and Unity. 
‘The party also marks the re- 


SUPERMAN 


RETURNS. 


BIMBO Cerrudo 


lease of True Faith's new album, 
"Stray to be Found,” from EMI 
Philippines. 

Fun games and exclusive free- 
bies await party-goers. Since 
Wings Tour events are known to 
last tll the wee hours, no one un- 
der 18 will be admitted. Valid IDs 
might be required at the door. 

‘On July 7, Wing Tours fea 
Bambo at Mayric's; on July 1 
Bamboo again, at Aruba Ortigas. 


Maharlikang Filipino 

The finals of Maharlikang Fil- 
ipino 2006 talent search is set on 
Saturday, June 1, at the Clamshell 
(Anda St., Intramuros) 

‘The search, now in its 13th year, 
has gone global. Standout finalis 
are Carlo Garcia from New York, 
Gerald Mutia from San Francisco, 
Eris Acosta from Ontario and Eu- 
gene Bautista from LA. 


Bykes Café 

Bykes Café, Manila's only 
bistro, dance studio and big bike 
showroom rolled into one, recent- 
ly opened The Lounge for discrim- 


SUPERMAN 
RETURNS 


SCARY MOVIE 4 


PHILIEERNS 


Y INQUIRER: 


ENTERTAINMENT 
Bimbo Cerrudo’s concerts 


for a cause run in July 


inating executives, 

Musical evenings start on 
Wednesdays with the party band 
Flintones and the Gang, a 21st cen- 
tury reincamation of the famed “D 
Flintstones” of the "60s. Balikbayan. 
‘crooner Ronnie Diao takes the stage 
‘Thursdays and Fridays. 

Bykes Café is at 2241 Chino Ro- 
ces Ave. comer Sabio St, San 
Lorenzo Village, Makati City. Call 
750-0622 to 23. 


June29 
Jojo A All the Way and 
Gimme A Break at RJTV 
Bar 
Sandilea and MYMP 
at Tavern on the Square 
Acoustic Jive at Merk's Bar 


June 30 

Roselle Nava with guest 
Reuben Laurente at Zirkoh, An- 
geles, Pampanga 

Mark Herras at SM South- 
mall; 5 p.m. 

RJ ‘n Friends and Moon- 
strucks at RJTV Bar 

Go Girls album launch at 
Bronx Dance Bar 

Fat Session at Tavern on the 
Square 

Cascades 2006 Wor 
Davao City 

MTV Live Sessions at Café 


Tour in 


suse 
TOWN 
eam 
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3E SUPERMAN RETURNS 


Lupe featuring Orange and 
Lemons 
Solace at SM North Edsa 


July | 

Cascades 2006 World Tour in 
Cagayan de Oro City 

Shamrock album mall tour at 
SM Bicutan; 5 p.m. 


July2 


Erik Santos at SM Fairview 


July4 

Reuben Laurente at 

Hyatt Regency’s Calesa 
Bar 


July 5 
Reuben Laurente with Leo 
Valdez, Bituin Escalante, JM Ro- 
driguez and Calvin Millado at the 
CCP Main Theater for the Philip- 
pine Obstetrical Society's 60th 
Anniversary 


July7 

Backroom Musical Caravan 
with Erik Santos, Frenchie Dy, 
Kim Flores, K and the Boxers 
and Rufa Mae Quinto in Marbel 
City 
July8 

“Cheers to Life with Toti 
Fuentes” at Merk’s Bar Bistro, 


T\4 


AYALA. CENTER 


M 


VILLAGE People 


Greenbelt 3 

Backroom Musical Caravan 
with Erik Santos, Frenchie Dy, 
Kim Flores, K and the Boxers 
and Rufa Mae Quinto in Marbel 
City 
July9 

Erik Santos at SM Batangas 


July ti 
Reuben Laurente at Hyatt Re- 
gency’s Calesa Bar 


July 15 

“For Love of Life” benefit con- 
cert for premature babies featur- 
ing the Philippine Madrigal 
Singers, Akafellas, Charlie Ran- 
cudo, Hazel Antolin, Corito 
Sarabia, the Tuloy sa Don Bosco 
Children and the Singles Aposto- 
late Worship Team at the Insular 
Life Theater, Filinvest Alabang 
Muntinlupa; 6 p.m. 

Erik Santos and Sheryn Regis 
at Summit Center, Zamboanga 
City 

Roselle Nava with guest 
Reuben Laurente at The Library, 
Lipa 


July 16 
Erik Santos at Pavilion Mall 
July 18 


Reuben Laurente at Hyatt Re- 
gency’s Calesa Bar 


July 20 

Roselle Nava with guest 
Reuben Laurente at Zirkoh, 
Quezon City 


MARKET! 


hi 


ULYSSES Villena, son of Alexand 
Ana Villena, plays “Nobela” on 
his guitar during the "Music & 
Me” grand recital of the LN] Pop 
Music & Academic Tutorial 
Services at the Meralco Theater, 
Ortigas on June 16. 


July 23 
Erik Santos at SM Marilao 
July 25 


Reuben Laurente at Hyatt Re- 
gency’s Calesa Bar 


July27 
Roselle Nava with guest 
Reuben Laurente at 22nd Street 
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THE LAKE HOUSE 


AYALA CENTER 


Wellness Revo 
June 30, 2006 
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MARKET 


June 27 to August 27, 2006. 


JAZZ AND MORE feat. Mon David wi Bituin Escalante 


RETURNS RETURNS July 8, 2006 


7 For inquiries, pis. call Ticketworid - 8915610 or 4260103. 


SUPERMAN RETURNS SCARY MOVIE 4 


Ode To The Pasig River 
June 27 to August 27, 2006 
For inquiries, please call 757-7117 to 21 loc 29 or visit www.ayalamuseum.org 
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Go FASTER THAN A SPEEDING BULLET ~ 
Reserve your seat by texting SURESEATS GB3 
‘at 2333 (Globe) or 211 (Smart) 
Or log on to www.sureseats.com for web reservation 
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BY JESS ABRERA 


‘NASA PACIGI- 
ticio mo tele) 


L CAN'T SEEM To RIP 

YOUR TICKET IN HALF. 

~ IT'S UKE IT'S MADE, 

FROM SOME SORT OF 
INDESTRUCTIBLE 

MATERIAL, YOU TRY. 


AS) 


Or 


MOM SAVS TUAT AIPPORIS ARE DIE AND [SHE EVEN GETS QUEASY Font 
LEONED AND THE ONIN SOUVENI SHE ENER |] PERONNG THe TRAVEL SECTION 
EFNS LONE ISAOSEOF DARREL J| N TUE SONON PAER! 


DD YO Flow THA WERE 
NoT owe ANNERE 
THIS SUMMER? 


BILIB NA TALAGA AKO, 
SA MAGKAKAIBIGAN NYO. 


1 BILLON "YUNG IN ALLOOTE 
NUGLORIA SA MILITARY 
NPA J nsac....) MAGRTANAN KAYO TAPOS 
PASE TA SUNG} NAG-IINUMAN KANO RTO? 
AUAN NI KA NOU 
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MAKAR- Communicate PA 
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ATOMO AND WEBOY 


BY LYRAGARCELLANO 


You HAVE A SNOW- 
BALL iN Your 
Freezer?! 


‘Yer. Now Do You 
Believe that T've 
Been Te MOUNT 
everest? 


| Not so past. So 


H came witH 
A CeRHFICATE- 


THIS SNOWBALL, 
How Do T KNow iF 
its authentic? 


“one night 
Inada a 


bose with 

"he Lord. 
st Sud 

spacecrat 


MIKROKOSMOS 


Miko, GABING GABI NA 
LALABAS KA PA/7 BAK 
TURo BiSYo NANAMAN 


BYJOMIKE TEJIDO 


UmuBos NG 
LIMANG KAHAN 


HINPI Po! PUPUNTA po 
KINA TOTO . NAGRAPATULNG 
Po kasi SNA EL 


“une PUMING KUmAKAPTT 
saYo! TINGNAN MO ROOTS 
"NG PROBLEMA MO, MEHN? 
‘DEHINS “uN SURFACE 
Táne? SUS! LUMA 
NA TO ERE 


Sna amamos mo, py 
YANG PARAN MUKA 
Mien TEANA PANG TUT, 

MGA TIGYAWAT MO? 
Anp gane TIRIS KA LANG 
naw TIRIS! 


BY PAPU AND TATUM MILAMBILING 


FIND YOO GUILTY, OF 
POLS ABOE. 


‘YOU BORN TODAY: You're states at oeanng wan others because you un- 
derstand the human psyche. You know wnat makes people tck. (That's 
because you're a perceptive people-watcher) You're supporte to those 
‘within your own group. People regard you as their teacher. You need to 
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4 Does a second 
watercolor 

5 British writer 
Du Maurier 

6 Parrot 

7 Custard treat 

8 Boy king 
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21 Sound quality 
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SU DOKU 


to previous puzzle 


Fill the grid so that every 
column, every row and every 
3x3 box contains the digits 
1t09. 

Tips and program at 
www.sudoku.com 
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of baseball 53 Galena or 

43 Stugge bauxite 

kel 37 Without 44 Passionate 54 Wash. neighbor 

3 God of love punishment 48 Bread spread 55 _-CIO 
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TEN POPULAR AND LOVABLE 
characters join the grand opening 
of the first Toys R ‘Us store in 


Workshop: Acting Onstage & On 
Camera for children, teens and 
adults, at the Ninoy Aquino Park 
Robinsons Galleria. & Wildlife Nature Center in Dili- 
On July 2, Jim Davis’ lovable man, Quezon City, starting July 
feline Garfield and Strat-lce’s 22. 
mighty acorn hunter, open the The workshop will consist of 
special series of meet-and-greet 10 academic sessions and 10 lab- 
events at the mall's fountain area oratory sessions and will wind up 
at 3 p.m. On July 9, the special on Sept. 30. A graduation show- 
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Drama workshop 

Sining Sambaydiwa and 
Teatro Frisco are jointly con- 
ducting the Saturday Drama 
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singers on July 5 in all its branches. 

Called the CPMP “Belters’ Course,” this six- 
day singing lessons is open to kids, teens and 
adults. 

‘The course offers techniques to bring out 
the singers’ voice quality and power, specially 
for pop singing. 

The lessons also help overcome the stu- 
dents’ shyness and stage fright. Other special- 
ized courses offered are Stage Performance, 
Reaching High Notes and Modulation. 

‘Among the products of the center are Sarah 
Geronimo, Nina, Nyoy Volante, Rachelle Ann 
Go, Jonalyn Viray, Erik Santos, King, Dessa, Jim- 

SPONGEBOB my Bondoc, Frenchie Dy and Cookie Chua. 

Call 727-5293 or 723-9373. 


BUY YOUR TICKETS to 
SUPERMAN RETURNS.. and 


Get 1 SUPERMAN RETURNS» magnat 
for a minimum single purchase of 3 regula eke 
Got 2 SUPERMAN RETURNS». magnets far a minimum 
‘singe purchase of more Inan 3 regular tickets. 
FOR GALLERIA, MANILA, & METRO EAST BRANCHES. 
PROMO PERIOD: JUNE 28 TO JULY Mt 


Collect ali G SUPERMAN Returner. magnate now! 


(Get 1 SUPERMAN RETURNS. magnet 
for a minimum single purchase of 2 regal tickets. 
Got 2 SUPERMAN RETURNS magnets fr a minimum 
‘ongle purchase of moro than 2 regular tickets, 

FOR THE REST OF ROBINSONS MOVIEWORLD 
BRANCHES 
SMART MONEY MOBILE PAYMENT also accepted. 

Just text store codo> space <ameunt> 
and send to 770. 


See Posters for mare dette re ncnynare 303 sree 


ARANETA.CENTER See: 
x H 
Gateway SMALL GhrmersPioza 


‘THE ONLY CINEPLEX 
IN THE COUNTRY 


FULL STADIUM 
SEATING 


aer CN DELIO 


SCARY MOVE 4 $ THE LAKE HOUSE GARFIELD 
siososnowo | 191330/50; 759/000 . 122012307420 


TEASATERRO3 , SUPERMAN RETURNS 

1rmsisorrsnom | 10:507 11:307 12:05 / 12:30 / 12:50 

DANT 110/2:00/2:407 3:15 /3:40/4:00 - 
Dæ) | 4:20/5:10/5:50/6:25/6:50/7:10 ı SUPERMAN RETURNS 
BIBHANER | 7:30 / 8:20 / 9:00 / 9:35 / 10:00 / 10:20  11:40/250/600/9:10 


A SUPERMAN RETURNS 
1205R412001435/750 


FA SUPERMAN reruns D, 
3| 120001235153018% 


SCARY MOVIE 
1205/150/335/5281795/900 | 


BENCH FEVER FASHION SHOW 


June 30, Friday 8 pm 


MANO A MANO - PACQUIAO vs LARIOS 


July 2, Sunday 8 am 


Now SHOWING 


ALL AGES ADMITTED | 


NVIRSSd 


f am 


PERMAN 
E TÚRNS 
JUNE 28, 2006 

7 


werw-supermanreturas-asia.com — 


——— 
SUPER CINERAMA EMM 


METRO MANILA 
THEATERS ASSOCIATION 


(Pay wea 


powo 
e |? Setar 


2mm supenan RETURNS 


Center Mati Cinema 
a Moraren] 
Jamena nS [ekers S 


A supeamanneruns 
dmn surenmannerumns | 3 Supenwa RETURNS 


sam SUPERMAN RETURNS Jade Cinema 


(depo aye Seto 


Ire sapenne 
ji 2 men) 
NGM eum suremannerms 

H Peano 


Cinema 2000 aera Makati 

"tar Ce Cima ae co 

ena ae ay 
naana 


Centre Plaza Cinema 
Bsp ea WT TTT 


supenan AETURAS 


seanr move 


1 
2 surenman reruns, 
3 
4 


supemen RETURNS 


aoa ets 


hee Ss 

imalla sense 
sear lia 

| Ee 

pions 

eee 


supama neTURNS 
SUPERMAN AETORNS 
Asaan rast a THE FURIOUS 


SUPERMAN RETURNS 


metropoli 
Hi nem onem 


So 


eve ene Hew en 


spit Hoan soome 


2 apna Tumason anc uso 
waone 
superman RETURNS 


suremmanvnerunns | Cinema 2000 Waltermart 


a 
‘cana SD 


1 scam Mae 
Hew surenmrnerunns 
$e Suptmman RETUMS 

MONE ROUSE 


sean wovi-« | Cinema 2000 Pavilion Mall 


Ge surermannerones | Pantai panyarta 
1 tae nouS 
ai surenmawnerunes | Ère supenwanerums 
Sex SUPERMAN RETUMS 
y acai 
y CFIC TIAL 


© CINEMAGIC 


Cinema 2000 Cinemagix 
(Geant 7) 88677. 
ao supenan reruns 
H PACU 
Sram supeRma RETURNS 


rcoua 
 SUPERUAM RETURRS 
esenven 


reserve | Cinema 2000 Mebratown 

Thee tH 
} ety 
Filinvest | Seam — surnam nerums 
AS SUPERMAN RETURNS 


Cinema 2000 Waltermart 
Partey e530 
1 guecrmacnerunngs 
a Mermuenranns 
San SUperaan RETURNS 


Murid SOIN T 
luo surenmannerunns 
2em superman nerus 
Jea superman neronns 


Cinema 2000 Waltermart 
(apa) 8776 


ADEA superan nerunns 
Saeyasr re ronius -3 
bme superman reruns 


Two 


suremas nerunnS 
SUPERMAN RETURNS 


ue House 


AREO scamrmowe-« Uanas Cinema 
rangi isn 

me omens 

eas rumot anc asd 


SEN surenmannerorws 
eyes rumor ane uso 


ans Cinema 
aan wa 
benig ete 
ses se supena nevus 
Somat | ys enanonoiat 
Tse 


Loamy suremannnerve | bse wont 


Lonny surcuannerans 
Foam, surenmannerumns . 
Aor rasrs menus Liana Movitity 
(eases 

is surema nerus 
miarnao uuant 
ane NOUSE 
Ponaroment eras 


‘wane Crear Compe Recta nares 


verse 

ones surennneruns semen 

MANET iesta Worl 

1 aaa | FS 
3 mapaa umno ano uso 

THE WO 

coud 


mswmm 
SUPERMAN nevus 

seanrmowie-4 
supentnn RETURNS 


f° Berma Cinema 


Hanae 
sounded | puasana: aR 


SUPERMAN RETUMS 
‘one 

acan Mave 4 
esenven 


MOVIES í SCHEDULES / PRICES SUBJECT 
1O CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 


weer eeee ' 


A annan 


lew 


2 rama TUDOR ANG ruso 


JOHN Lloyd 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
fr 


\ 


THURSDAY, JUNE 29, 2006 
E-mail pr_entertainment@ingulrercom.ph 


raure, „Tt us your feadacle 
inquirer ent namelage/ymessage 
101207 (Globe) or 283 (Soar) 


John Lloyd’s girlfriend is a magazine editor 


MY FRIENDS FROM THE “FASHION- 
sta” world insist that John Lloyd's cur- 
rent squeeze is Liz Uy, the fab fashion 
ditor of Preview magazine. They were 
together during the DJ Tiesto event at 
the PICC last March and 


the Preview anniversary ——— 


vash last Saturday. My 
source adds, “John 
Lloyd's ex, Ciara Sotto, 
was also around during 
the mag's party but I 
didn't sense any tension 
iaman.” Are the hip cou- 
ple keeping their ro- 
mance low-key, lest show biz intrigues 
urn everything off-key? 


Dorty 
Woop 


Plea for privacy 
texted Pia Guanio for the real score 
between her and Vie Sotto. They have 
both remained mum about the issue. 

She replied, “T just know I'm hap- 
py. Hope you are, too.” 

T texted her back: “Is that a confir- 
mation?” Her response: “It’s a ‘no 
comment.” 

Asa friend, I respect Pia's plea for 
privacy. But won't her viewers find it 

odd that a talk show host who grills 
celebs about their love life refuses to 


Cruz 


Dolly Ann 
Carvajal 


talk about hers? 

I remember what my kumareng 
Janice de Belen told me when she 
quit “S-Files": “I felt weird asking 
guests personal questions when I was 
hesitant to open up 
about what was go- 
ing on in my life at 
that time.” 

Maybe there 
ought to be a com- 
mandment in the biz 
that goes, “Don’t ask 
of others what you 
wouldn't want to be 
asked of you.” 


Classy, not tacky 

Ruffa Gutierrez would rather set 
aside all the hullabaloo about the pricey 
gown she'll be wearing as one of the 
hosts of the 22nd PMPC Star Awards for 
Movies tomorrow (delayed telecast at 
10:45 p.m. on Studio 23). 

“Tm not tacky. 'm classy. [don't flaunt 
how much what I'm wearing costs. It all 
started as a joke that was blown out of 
proportion. Id rather that people don't 
Jook at what 'm wearing but at how well 
1 will host the awards. It's been quite a 
while. I'm particularly excited about the 


UZUy 


affair cause my two daughters will walk 
down the red carpet also.” 

Motherhood. That's one thing Ruffa 
wears so well. More than all the gowns 
that wear out, anyway. 


Princess Lovi 

“Da King's" princess Lovi, now a 
young woman at 17, releases her much 
anticipated 13-track debut album “The 
Best of My Heart” (under Sony BMG ), 
“In this album, I gave my all... heart and 
soul,” said Lovi. Its a chameleon-like va- 
riety of changing moods, from the ro- 
mantic ballad to the upbeat. Among the 
songs in the collection, she considers 
“You're Still Here,” the one she dedicates 


toher late dad as the closest to her heart. 

I remember how her dad used to call 
me “Proxy” because every time I 
bumped into him at weddings where he 
was a ninong, I would be the proxy for 
my mom as a ninang. 

No doubt, Tito Ron is now proudly, 
telling my mom in heaven, “Inday, my 
daughter Lovi can sing better than the 
choir of angels we have here.” 

That is, I can hear him harping about’; * 
Lovi amid all the harps playing up there. 


Manhattan Transfer 

On July 7, “Prince of Jazz” Richard 
Merk opens the Manhattan Transfer 
concert at the Araneta Coliseum. The- 
Manhattan Transfer hits include “A 
Nightingale Sang in Berkeley Square,” 
“Operator,” “Smile Again,” “Birdland,” 
“Boy from New York City” “Twilight 
Zone,” “Until I Met You,” “I's Gonna 
Take a Miracle,” “On The Boulevard”, 
and “Shaker’s Song.” The Manhattan 
‘Transfer show in Manila is produced byr, 
Rene de Guia's Ovation Productions., 
Tickets are available at all SM Ticketnet™~ 
outlets. Call 911-555 for inquiries. 


(For feedback e-mail wateringhole- 
shangrila@yahoo.com.) 


ROUNDUP 


Sandier comedy ‘clicks? 
LOS ANGELES—ADAM SANDLER TOOK CHARGE. 
of the remote control at the weekend box office. 

Sandler's comic fantasy “Click,” about a 
man whose new universal remote takes con- 
trol of his life and leaves it in chaos, debuted 
as the No. 1 movie in the United States and 
Canada with $40 million. 

Estimated ticket sales for Friday through Sun- 
day, according to Exhibitor Relations, official 
trackers: 

1) “Click,” $40M; 2) “Cars,” $22.5M; 3) “Na- 
cho Libre,” $12.1M; 4) “Waist Deep,” $9.5M; 5) 
“The Fast and the Furious: Tokyo Drift,” $9.2M; 

Paa 6) "The Lake House,” $8.3M; 7) "The Break-Up,” 
$6.1M; 8) “Garfield: A Tail of Two Kitties,” $4.75M; 9) “X-Men: The Last 
Stand,” $4.4M; 10) “The Da Vinci Code,” $4M. AP 


Filmmaker’s Night 

‘THE CENTER FOR ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS AND EDUCATION 
holds the next of its Filmmaker’s Night Series on July 3, 8:30 p.m., at ‘70s 
Bistro, 46 Anonas St., Project 2, Quezon City. 

Featured director is Butch Nolasco, whose documentary, “Legacy: 
Philippine World Heritage Sites,” won the most awards in last year’s Moon- 
rise Film Festival. 

‘Nolasco also directed "EDSA 1986: Mga Tinig ng Himagsikan,” “A Lega- 
cy of Heroes: The Story of Bataan and Corregidor” (Best Documentary, 
2003 Catholic Mass Media Awards), “Siglo Filipino: Odyssety of a Nation,” 
and “Jose Rizal: Ang Buhay ng Isang Bayani.” 

‘The July 3 event will also feature ethno-rock music by Kadangyan and 
some poetry reading. Call 721-7360. 


Teens take over TV...again! rmew 


By Paul Daza 


OT ON THE HEELS of ABS-CBN'S 
new teen sitcom “Let’s Go” is “Posh,” 
a Viva TV production about college 
students which premiered last Saturday on 
Qi. 

Like “Let’s Go,” “Posh” isn't just meant to 
provide late afternoon entertainment. Press 
releases say its also a venue to hone the tal- 
ents of a new batch of teen stars. With so 
many young wannabes being cranked out of 
TV talent searches, the conclusion is in- 
escapable: Teens are everywhere, and if 
you're not their age, you're liable to become 
sick of them very soon. 

Like “Let’s Go,” “Posh” is set in a college 
where opportunities for culture clashes 
abound. But where the ABS-CBN show is a 
laugh track-enhanced sitcom shot mainly in a 
controlled studio set, “Posh” is a pop song- 
driven melodrama shot on real locations. 

‘The dissimilarities end there. Even though 
these programs are stuffed with attractive 
boys and girls (most of whom we've never 
seen before), they both handicap their actors 
by having them portray one-dimensional cari- 
catures. Like “Lers Go,” “Posh” has a naive 
probinsyana, a rich party-goer, an athletic 
jock and an insecure nerd whose interactions 
are meant to entertain and educate viewers in 
weeks to come. 

“Posh” stars Gian Carlos and Iwa Moto of 


“Starstruck 3" Final Four fame. Their co-stars 
are newcomers Princess Violago, Miguel 
Nicosia, Vaness del Moral, Vivo Quano, Hayca 
Buenavacz, Ivan Carapiet, Nikki Bacolod, PJ 
Ruprecht, Rhea Nakpil and Joaquin Se- 
bastian. 

The pilot episode was undoubtedly 
well-produced. The characters’ school 
and hangouts look very hip and color- W ~ 
ful. In terms of visual impact, this as- 


a 
ct outclasses the cardboard studio p= 
Īookof" Brail 


look of “Let's Go.” 


Taking risks 

In terms of originality 
however, “Lers Go” has 
slight edge because its writ 
ers atleast take a chance by 
making one of their main 
characters gay. In past lo- 
cal teen shows, gay cha 
acters would only be mi 
nor supports. “Posh” 
takes no such risks and 
makes no innovations, 
its creators still proba- 
bly believing that 
young actors who play 
homosexuals are com- 
mitting career suicide. 4 
(And they could be Ñ 
right!) N 


‘What's striking about 


“Posh's" first episode in terms of scripting 

was the bluntness in laying the groundwork 

for the soon-to-explode social class conflicts. 

The rich kikay girls criticize the poor 

probinsiyana’s looks, and one lower 

middle-class kid tells another in no 

uncertain terms that rich people are 

not to be trusted. Even the title of 

the show, “Posh,” hints at the war 

between the classes. “Posh” refers to 

the haves, “kaposh” (kapos) to the 

have-nots. Whether this is a brave 

‘or tepid movie is too early to tell, 

but the show's fixation on the 

rich and poor makes one 

wonder how “Posh” would 

have turned out had it been 

directed by the late Lino Broc- 

ka. Would it have turned out 

like "Meteor Garden”... but 

with squatters and student 
rallies? 

The folks behind “Posh” 
have the unenviable task of 
making their show stand out 
in a market already crowded 

$ with teen shows. Let’s hope 
J they succeed—with stories 
d and situations that will truly 
challenge their stars as ac- 
* tors, and give viewers a truly 
innovative and entertaining 
show. 


Top radio men 


Pare 


FOR THE SECOND YEAR IN A ROW, DWIZ 882 
was named Radio Station of the Year last week 
during the the Rotary Club of Manila’s Journalism 
Awards for 2005. 

‘Station manager Rey Langit and program manager 
Ely Aligora, left, received the award. 

DZRH-AM's Joe Taruc was declared “Broadcast 


‘Probe’ docu in NY 


“PROBE” RECENTLY PREMIERED AT THE ASIA SOCIETY HEADQUAR- 
TERS in New York with its documentary “Mga Batang Mandirigma” (‘Child 
Soldiers"), produced with the support of the United States Instirute of Peace. 

“Probe” producer Cheche Lazaro presented the film to a diverse audi- 
ence with Jo Becker of Human Rights Watch and Anjana Shakya of Beyond. 
Beijing Committee for a panel discussion. 

“Mga Batang Mandirigma” is a three-hour, three-part series about two 
young Western-educated Filipino Muslims in a post-9/11 scenario. 

“Probe” airs every Thursday after “Insider.” Tonight’ episode tackles in- 
formal setters, or squatters, in Quezon City; the Hilario Moncado family; 
and a walking tour of Binondo. 


Unsung heroes 
THE NAGKAKAISANG MANGGAGAWA NG PELIKULANG PILIPINO 
were recipients of Philhealth cards distributed recently by Quezon City 
Council Majority Floor Leader Ariel Enrile-Inton (second from right) at 
the Amoranto Sports Complex multi-purpose hall in Scout Chuatoco. 
NMPP has more than 1,600 members composed of actors and actresses, 
stunt men, production crews and directors. 
Also in picture are, from left: actors Rez Cortez and Richard Gomez, di- 
rector Joel Lamangan, Tess Mariano of the Quezon City Social Services and 
Philhealth president Lorna Fajardo. 


Record ticket sales 
SM MALLS HAS ANNOUNCED THAT THE PRE-SALE OF TICKETS FOR yes- 
terday's “Superman Retur IMAX 3D Experience” at the San Miguel Co- 
ca-Cola IMAX Theater has set a new record in the country. A week before the 
‘opening, the first week (six screenings a day) was completely sold out. 
‘The theater has a weekly attendance holding of about 12,000 
“Superman Returns” is the world's first live-action Hollywood film fea- 
turing select scenes converted into IMAX 3D. 


A 


Journalist of the Year for Radio—Hall of Fame 


Awardee” 


Taruc (center, right, with RH news anchors Ruth 
Abao and Deo Macalma) was cited for “continuing 
‘contribution to ... broadcast journalism, especially 


through his program Damdaming Bayan.” 


Of the award, Taruc, 59, said: “In over three Sf į 
decades, I have received numerous citations ... but $ 
am most honored to win this in the latter part of my t 4 


career.” 


ha 
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More competitive than ever 


HAVE YOU NOTICED? NEW TV SHOWS ARE 
currently being launched practically on a 
weekly basis—the better to capture viewers" 
constantly evolving viewing preferences. 

This shows how fiercely competitive TV pro- 
gramming has become, especially after GMA 7 
‘caught up and then surpassed ABS-CBN in the 
ratings race. 

Time was when the local TV program schedule 
had “strong” and “weak” time slots. For instance, 
‘would you believe there was a time when mom- 
ing shows weren't popular, and the early viewing 
hours made-do with “filer” programs that were 
replayed endlessly? 

“These days, of course, the TV schedule stars 
perking up at 5:30 a.m., with popular moming 
shows that field many hosts and features. 

“They are followed by local or imported soaps, 
then by women’s programs, noontime variety or 
game shows, aftemoon dramas or old movies, 
early evening newscasts, game shows, telenovela 
galore, and late-evening newscasts and public af- 
fairs program—all the way past midnight! And, 
after only a few hours rest, the daily grind goes 
full circle again, 

What has made television the liveliest and 


: VIEWFINDER 


Nestor U. Torre 


most popular medium of entertainment and in- 
formation in the country today? The fact that it 
“free” is a major factor, of course. 

Then, there's the fact that is co-opted the ma- 
jor stars of the movie world into top-billing TV 
‘programs—ironically, thus hastening the decline 
of Filipino films. 

“The variety of shows viewers get to see on TV 
is another attractive feature of the electronic 
medium. And is fast way of covering and getting 
the news to people's homes is yer another come- 
on, 

This dominance of television has happened 
despite the fact that rates for commercials to be 
aired on TV have increased by leaps and bounds. 
Despite the high cost, TV advertisers still fee that 
they get value for money, because the medium at- 


tracts millions of viewers to their commercial 
messages. 

But the shallow nature of many TV programs 
has restricted their long-range ability to excite 
viewers. Thus, the fast tumover of shows we cur- 
rently see on the tube. 

In the past, TV drama series took years to run 
their course. These days, ifa telenovela is nota big 
hit, it can be rudely terminated after only one 
season or two. 

This is because, in order to rate big, TV shows 
hhave to pull in many viewers. So, the cut-off point 
has been raised, even for programs that would 
have been regarded as hits some seasons ago. 

Asa result, the new shows we see making their 
debut on the tube from week to week are re- 
quired to make a major impact fast, without the 
lead time that was allowed in the pa 

‘This makes TV production even more nerve- 
wracking than it used to be, and has forced pro- 
ducers t0 resort to facile and shallow formats, 
and to steer clear of risky, “experimental” pro- 
grams for niche audiences—to the dismay of 
Viewers who want greater variety, depth and sec- 
toral representation in the programming they get 
on™ 
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Peso falters to 55.575 to a dollar 
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CURRENCIES 


Japan firm upgrades 
RP credit-rating outlook 


ByDorisC.Dumlao 


fe wae a i a 


THE PESO FALTERED TO A NEW YEAR LOW OF 53.575 TO A DOL- 
lar yesterday on escalating jitters over prospective interest rate in- 
creases in the United States, rising oil prices and fresh attempts to 
impeach President Macapagal-Arroyo. 
Late yesterday, however, Japan's leading 11.5 centavos yesterday from Tuesday's clos- 
debt watchdog Rating and Investment Infor- ing rate of 53.46. 
mation Inc. (R&I) revised its outlook on the “But I think there's limited room for the pe- 
Philippine government's foreign currency so to slide further because it's nearing over- 
obligations to stable from negative, citing re- sold levels,” said Marcelo Ayes, chief currency 
cent gains in fiscal reforms. R&I also affirmed dealer at Equitable PCI Bank. 
the Philippines’ investment grade foreign cur- Ayes said the global financial markets had 
rency rating at “BBB.” exaggerated expectations of the US Federal 
‘The local currency closed at its intra-day Reserve's future monetary tightening, with 
low after opening at 53.48:$1, marking its some offshore analysts projecting key Fed 
‘weakest finish since ending at 53.695 against funds rate to hit a high of 6 percent from the 
the greenback last Dee. 13. It shed another PESOIBS 
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BIR wants ‘independence’ 


By Michelle V. Remo 
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SECURITY BANK TURNS 55 

Security Bank Corp. chair Frederick Y. Dy (center), president and 
chief executive Alberto S. Villarosa (left) and vice chair Paul Y. Ung 
offer a toast to honor loyal clients during the bank’s 55th anniversary 
party held recently at the Plaza Hotel. 
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once appointed, stays on for six years. 


run by a board of directors. Old pro- 
“The idea is for the BIR to be more 


posals were embodied in the bill seek- (See stock market reporton Page B2) 


DBP to auction P11B 
in soured loans, 
foreclosed assets 


®© Simplified, more 
rational taxes on 
capital marturged /B8 


/B3 


THE BUREAU OF INTERNAL REV- 
enue said it would push for a bill that 
would give the revenue agency more 
independence from the national gov- 
‘ernment, with its commissioner hav- 
ing a fixed six-year term, 

Internal Revenue Commissioner 
Jose Mario Buñag said the proposal 
would make the BIR much like the 
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas, whose 
operations were relatively free, from 
political intervention. A BSP governor, 


professional and less prone to politi- 
cal pressure,” Buñag said in a briefing 
yesterday. 

Buñag said the proposal was not in- 
tended to benefit himself. He noted that 
the proposal was envisioned to mater 
alize within the medium term, even per- 
haps after his tenure at the BIR. 

‘There had been proposals in the 
past to make the BIR assume a corpo- 
Tate entity and become a government 
owned and -controlled corporation 


ing to transform the BIR into the Na- 
tional Authority for Revenue Adminis- 
tration (Nara), but the legislative mea- 
sure did not get backing in Congress. 
Buñag said the BIR’s new proposal 
did not necessarily intend to ereate a 
board of directors for the revenue 
agency but only to give ita more inde- 
pendent and professional character. 
The BIR chief said the new pro- 
posed bill would include; a provision 


Shares close lower 

‘SHARE PRICES CLOSED 0.72 PERCENT 
lower yesterday as investors stayed out of 
the market ahead of a US Federal Reserve 
policy meeting expected to raise interest 
‘ates further, dealers said. 

‘The Fed is widely expected to raise key 
rates by another 25 basis points to 5.25 per- 
cent atthe end of a two-day meeting later 
tonight and the markets will be looking 

SHARES/ 2 


Everything is impossible 
until achieved. 


The new BMW 520 Diesel. 21.07 kilometers per liter. 


* The advantage of arefined BMW Diesel. © The soul of a sports car ‘© The comfort of aluxury sedan. 


The new BMW 5 Series. Executi 
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ROUND-UP 


Top traded stock 


PORT OPERATOR INTERNATIONAL CONTAINER 

‘Terminal Services Inc. was yesterday's top traded 
stock with a block of the company's shares worth 
860 million sold. 

‘Atotal of 48.9 million ICTS! shares, or 2 per- 
‘cent ofthe firm's outstanding stocks of 2 billion, 
were bought and sold yesterday at P13.50 per 
‘share by Wealth Securities. 

~ ICTS! closed at P13.50 per share, up 1.9 per- 
cent from its previous close at P13.25. Itac- 
‘counted for 42 percent of yesterday's total 
‘turnover. 

Details of the transaction could not be con- 
firmed but sources said the shares might belong 
to a group of investors re-aligning its portfolio. 

Consolidated net income rose 41 percent to 
P375 milion in the first three months from P266 
„million in the same period in 2005. Elizabeth L. 
Sanchez 


Kraft told to post bond 


THE BUREAU OF CUSTOMS has required Kraft 
Foods Inc. to post a bond equivalent to the differ- 
„ence between the 3 percent tariff it is paying for 
its premix juice importation and the 38 percent 
imposed on products whose sugar content ex- 
‘ceeds 65 percent in dry weight. 

Customs Commissioner Napoleon Morales 
‘said a memorandum had been sent to Kraft re- 
quiring the company to post the bond equivalent 
to the tari differential of 35 percent. However, 
Customs has yet to receive a response from 
Kraft, Morales said in a statement. 

Kraft filed a case before the Court of Tax Ap- 
peals contesting the 38-percent tax being im- 
posed on the company for its premix juice im- 
ports. 

=. The company is paying 3 percent duty under 

ite common preferential tariff rate while other 
Importers, including San Miguel Foods, are pay- 
ing the obligatory tariff rate. 

“itis our position that Kraft should post a bond 
as guarantee in case the court's decision would 
not be in its favor,” Morales explained. 


Í FINALLY, THE BIR IS REVIVING THE CASE 
+ of a big insurance group for non-payment of 
£ documentary stamp tax amounting to only 
1 P800 million. 

2 OK, lee’s call a spade a dirty stinking shov- 
Z e}—it'is really tax evasion! 

The tax evasion case initially became pub- 
+ lic knowledge in 1998, during the time of the 
Ž man named Band....Wrist Band. Nothing hap- 

pened since then. 

Lately, based on my info from the office of 
>the commissioner, BIR chief Jose Mario 
| Buñag ordered the “re-docketing” of the case. 

It seems that somebody's well-paid net- 
+ work in the BIR was feeding some wrong info 
‘to the good commissioner, who is known in 
| business for being “SUPER straight,” to the ef- 

fect that the P800-million case has been set- 
1 tled fully, 

Just considering the interest of the unpaid 

‘tax alone, the government in the past eight 
years would have eamed—or, better yet, 
SAVED—about P400 million easily. 

‘That's how much the insurance group is 
denying the government. Or whoever that 
playboy is in the group wallowing in the BIR 

+ largesse! 
‘TRANS MIDDLE East or TME, owner of some 
8 percent interest in EPCIB, which is being 
claimed by other groups, has a long paper 
trail of bank loans that it incurred to pay for 
those shares plus, of course, the subsequent 
repayment of the loans. 

"That should more than prove TME's owner- 
ship of the EPCIB shares, all right. 

But where does that put the claim of the 
other groups? Anyway, what is it again they 
say about “possession” being 99 percent of 
ownership? I mean, come on, on whom lies 
the burden of proof here? 

It seems that the issue has something to do 

; with the P150 million in cash dividends on 
those EPCIB shares. 

Gratis takeover artist Tessie Sy—daughter 
of Henry Sy, founder of the SM group, which 
in turn wants to take over EPCIB by not 
spending another centavo more—is taking is- 
sue over the dividends going to TME. 

Of course, the PCGG and the other groups 
agreed with her. All of them are saying that 
TME should not get the dividend. 

Never mind that the courts had already 
ruled against the PCGG sequestration of the 
shares, deciding that it was illegal from the 
beginning. 

‘And so who should get it—the PCGG? Well, 
from 1986 to 1992, the PCGG actually got 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


BUSINESS 


KPPI to raise up to P400M 
through sale of property 


Funding for project in Global City 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


REAL ESTATE FIRM KUOK PHILIPPINE PROP- 
erties Inc. (KPPD) is aiming at raising P300 mil- 
lion to P400 million through the sale of two 
pieces of property this year. 

KPI vice chair Tomas C. Zita Jr. told re- 
porters yesterday that KPPI was planning to 
raise fresh funds from the sale of its 1,348- 
square-meter lot at the Global City and a 107- 
hectare property in Tagaytay near the Palace 
inthe Sky. 

Zita said proceeds from the sale would 
likely be used for the development of a six- 
hectare property in Mactan, Cebu City, in- 
to a residential condominium or town- 
houses. 

KPPI is also studying possible development 
projects for another 20-hectare property in 
Naic, Cavite, and a 400-heetare lot in Mabini, 
Batangas. It also holds development rights to 


DOE seeks deal 


By Abigail L. Ho 


‘THE DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY IS WORK- 
ing on a government-to-government long- 
term coal supply deal with Indonesia to meet 
the coal requirements of National Power 
Corp. 

“We're negotiating with Indonesia to have 
long-term contracts on coal supply, including 
that of Napocor. We'll just pursue a (memo- 
randum of understanding) that the govern- 
ment signed with Indonesia in 2003,” Energy 
Undersecretary Guillermo Balee said in an in- 
terview 

Talks are underway with Indonesia's top 
government officials, he said, through the In- 
donesian Embassy. 

“We have to put up an agreement by De- 


BREAKTIME 
AE 


Conrado R. Banal HT 


P40 million in cash dividends on those 
shares. 

Where is the money now? Considering in- 
terest income, it should be more than P500 
million by now. Yet the PCGG cannot say 
where it all went. No accounting whatsoever! 
LAST week, the DOJ started the preliminary 
hearing on the case filed by GSIS president 
Winston Garcia against former Foreign Affairs 
Secretary Roberto Romulo. 

Tt was about Romulo's serving as an “inde- 
pendent director” of EPCIB, although he was 
disqualified to do so under the law. 

Garcia alleged that Romulo violated the 
law in cahoots with four others in EPCIB, 
namely, Antonio Go, Anthony Conway, Peter 
Go Pailan, and Nilo Natividad. 

Romulo also had high-paying positions in 
two other EPCIB companies. This, to Garcia, 
showed that Romulo was a "protégé" of the 
Go family. 

In effect, “independent director” Romulo 
was beholden to the Gos. This, Garcia alleged, 
showed his actions as EPCIB....well, “indepen- 
dent director” 

T thought that the investing public—not 
just the 15 million members of the 
‘GSIS—should root for Garcia in this case. 

Publicly listed companies really just go 
around the rules when it comes to their “inde- 
pendent directors.” Right, Jess? 

‘To answer the charges, Romulo issued a 
press statement. He said the EPCIB nominat- 
ing committee approved his “qualification.” 

Precisely, boss, the committee members are 
the “co-accused.” You know—they were all 
part of an alleged conspiracy! 

‘The funny part is that Romulo used press 

statements to answer a formal criminal com- 
plaint, the penalty for which is imprisonment. 
‘Whaaat—no lawyers this time? 
EMPLOYEES of Maynilad Water, which is un- 
der receivership, are up in arms over the actu- 
ation of the receiver. The employees are 
claiming back wages, which the receiver (a 
woman) simply ignored. 

At the same time, the receiver already rec- 
‘ommended payment of foreign (again, FOR- 


2 10,800-square-meter property in Makati. 

KPPI owns 35 percent of Caylabne Bay Re- 
sort in Cavite but itis considering selling it. 

Ina related development, KPPI affiliate Ed- 
sa Properties Holdings Ine. is setting aside P1 
billion for its property development projects 
this year and in 2007. 

KPPI holds about 2 million shares in EPHI. 

‘The EPHI Group is undertaking a P3.5-bil- 
lion high-rise residential project, called St. 
Francis Towers, near Shangri-La Mall along 
Shaw Boulevard in Mandaluyong. This pro- 
jectis set for completion by 2009. 

This project consists of two towers. Each 
60-story tower will have six high-speed pas- 
senger lifts and service elevators for resi- 
dents; a multi-purpose room with videoke fa- 
cilities, and a clubhouse with a gym, aerobics 
room, a games room with sports lounge, a spa 
and steam room, swimming pools, and an In- 
ternet center, 


with Indonesia 


cember, either already signed or ready for 
signing,” he said. 

Ifa government-to-government agreement 
could not be achieved, he said another option 
‘would be for the DOE to strike deals with In- 
donesian national coal company PT Bukit 
Asam. 

‘At present, however, PT Bukit Asam does 
not have excess supply it could sell to the 
Philippines, he said. 

‘The country relies mainly on China for its 
coal requirements as local mines cannot 
produce enough coal to meet domestic de- 
mand. 

‘Also, local coal is not suitable for use in al- 
most all of the country's power plants. 

Napocor’s coal requirements come from a 
mix oflong-term and spot market contracts. 


Largesse network 


EIGN) lawyers and unsecured creditors, To 
think, the receiver even reported to the court 
that the lawyers’ fees and suppliers credits 
had yet to be verified. But she wants them 
paid for anyway? 

‘Moreover, Maynilad has a P500-million 
sinking fund, designed specifically for Mayni- 
lad employees. In the rehab plan designed by 
the brilliant receiver, it is recommended that 
the P500 million be used to pay off bank cred- 
itors and the foreign partner, the Suez Group. 

It is “not available for any other purpose.” 

Really? Who said? 
THIS 1S the kind of joint-venture story that 
makes us hate multinationals, similar to the 
stories of La Suerte and the American 
cigarette firm Philip Morris, or Solid Group 
and the Japanese giant Sony. 

For about 34 years, the pioneering all- 
ipino company Alenaire did fantastically, ex- 
porting aircon units to China, Thailand, Hong 
Kong, Brunei, Malaysia and Guam. 

But the poor Alenaire in 1998 entered into 
a joint venture with Japanese firm Daikin. 
‘The venture closed down after six years of 
continuous losses. 

Alenaire accused Daikin of purposely run- 
ning down to the ground the Japanese-man- 
aged joint venture, allegedly for Daikin to re- 
place Alenaire as the dominant brand. 

From 2000 to 2004, for instance, the joint 
venture placed 116 newspaper ads for Daikin. 
Guess what—for Alenaire only 13 ads! 

Daikin also padded the costs of Alenaire 
production by treating, for example, expenses 
of the joint venture as purely Alenaire's. Re- 
sult—Daikin became cheaper. 

Thus, the owners of Alenaire pestered 
Daikin in Japan to assign a better executive 
here than the 33-year-old neophyte president 
of the joint venture, who only had a three- 
year experience in China as sales agent. 

When all remedies failed, the Alenaire 
‘owners (Lagman family) went to court. 
Daikin never answered the point-by-point 
charges of Alenaire, dwelling mainly on legal 
technicalities such as court procedures. Thus, 
the courts (both RTC and CA) ruled in favor of 
Alenaire. 

Meantime, Daikin already shut down the 
factory, laid off thousands of workers (with 
minimal separation pay), and settled with the 
creditors and suppliers. 

Except of course Alenaire! Daikin has yet to 
settle the court-ordered compensation of its 
joint venture partners. After all, Alenaire is 
just a Filipino firm. 


VoIP firms told to roll out in countryside 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


‘TELECOMMUNICATIONS REGU- 
lators plan to require providers of 
voice over Internet protocol 
(VoIP) services to make their fa- 
cilities available in specific areas 

+ to be determined by the National 

‘Telecommunications Commis- 

‘sion (NTC) in exchange for oper- 

* ating licenses. 

‘The plan mimics a scheme im- 
posed in the 1990s by the NTC on 


mobile phone firms, which were 
required to install a certain num- 
ber of fixed landlines in the so- 
called missionary areas, or those 
considered less profitable, in ex- 
change for being granted permits 
to operate wireless networks, 
VoIP is a technology that al- 
lows users to make phone calls 
using Internet facilities. Various 
estimates peg the service as being 
90 percent cheaper than existing 
voice calls offered by traditional 


phone companies. 


In an interview on Wednesday, 
NTC Commissioner Ronald O. So- 
lis said the proposed rollout re- 
quirement would help develop the 
local VoIP industry while bringing 
down the cost of telecommunica- 
tions for the average Filipino. 
“Before, we asked them to roll 
out fixed lines as a condition [for 
wireless licenses],” he said. "Now, 
‘we're thinking of recommending 
to Malacañang that license hold- 


ers should support the communi- 
tye-centers.” 

Solis was referring to a govern- 
ment initiative that called for the 
setting up of Internet facilities in 
areas around the country to give 
Filipinos in rural areas access to 
the World Wide Web. 

‘Community e-centers are part 
of the government's Information 
and Communications Technology 
“roadmap” for the development 
ofthe industry. 
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0.794849 
0.008837 
1.448375 
0.102349 
0.639512 
0.707665 
0.498370 
0.583119 
2.108410 
0.211931 
0.496812 
0.000086 
0.020691 
0.216421 
1.000000 
0.257817 
0.356434 
0.134109 
0.017201 
0.215875 
0069483 
0.481756 
0.126120 
0.013203 
0.109589 
0.000829 
0.107976 
0.015312 
0.024345 


June 28, 2006 
Country 
United States 


span 
United Kingdom 
Hong Kong 
Switzerand 
Canada 
Singapore 
Australa 
Bahrain 

Saud Arabia 
Brunel 
Indonesia 


Mt Dollar 


Shares close lower rompesi 


closely at the accompanying 
statement for clues on whether 
more are on the way. 

The composite index was 
down 15.03 points at 2,066.06, 
extending losses toa third day, af- 
ter trading between 2,049.95 and 
2,081.09. Volume was 757.3 mil- 
lion shares worth P1.59 billion, 

The all-share index fell 7.94 
points to 1,313.67. 

Losers led gainers 44 to 16, 
with 55 stocks unchanged. 

“All eyes are on the Fed meet- 
ing—how much the rate hike is 
and its forward-looking state- 
ment,” said Rommel Macapagal 
of Westlink Global Equities. 

There could be some window- 
dressing by fund managers at the 


he said. 
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53.4230 
0.4595 
97.3474 
6.8790 
42.9825 
47.5632 
33.4962 
39.1923 
141.7093 
14.2442 
38.3915 
0.0058 
4.3907 
14.5460 
67.2115 
17.3282 
23.9565 
9.0136 
1.1561 
1415093 
48700 
32.3795 
8.4767 
0.8874 
7.3656 
0.0557 
7.2872 
1.0291 
1.6363 


end of the month but Macapagal 
said any gains may be short-lived 
amid concerns rising interest rates 
may hurt the global economy. 
“There are a few buyers but 
they are not buying aggressively," 


‘The Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 
is scheduled to hold its own policy 
meeting today but the majority 
view is that it will remain on hold, 
atleast in the short-term. 

Briskly traded PLDT fell P25 to 
P1,720 while Bank of the Philip- 
pine Islands lost a peso to P46. 

Port operator 
Container ‘Terminal Services Inc., 
the most actively traded stock, 
rose 25 centavos to P13.50 fol- 
lowing a cross transaction. 


International 


AFP 
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iBank’s Sy 
to join 

Metrobank 
as director 


BANKERS ASSOCIATION OF THE 
Philippines and Intemational Ex- 
change Bank president Ramon Syis 
set to join the 12-member board of 
Metropolitan Bank and Trust Co, 

Sy was sidelined when the con- 
trolling stakeholders of iBank, 
which he co-founded, sold out to 
the Aboitiz group's Union Bank of 
the Philippines. 

As of press time yesterday, 
Metrobank was set to hold a 
board meeting and part of the 
agenda was to appoint Sy. It was 
not known who among the in- 
cumbent board members would 
sive way to Sy. 

Under the leadership of its new 
president, Arthur Ty, Metrobank 
has charted a series of changes, 
including beefing-up its senior 
management corps, reviewing its 
business processes, revitalizing 
sales capabilities, aligning busi- 
ness units and adopting new 
technology, all aimed at setting 
the groundwork required to keep 


Peso falters ... 


current 5 percent. 

Big US-based financial giants 
like Citibank and American Ex- 
press Bank, however, expected 
the Fed funds rate to peak at only 
5.25 percent this year. 

‘Ayes said the peso would likely 


Union B: 
percent of 


try’s ninth 


‘Among 
which sold. 


Greenhills 
percent), 


tial acquis 
since 2000. 
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RAMON SY 


its leading position in the local 
banking system. 


billion, a deal that would lead toa 
fresh merger creating the coun- 


ing out the Yuchengeos’ Rizal 
‘Commercial Banking Corp. 


Inc. (25.82 percent); iVantage 
Corp. (17.22 percent); Razon In- 
dustries Inc. 


(8.61 percent). Sy owned 3.4 per- 
cent of the bank. 

‘Metrobank itselfis backon an ex- 
pansion mode, beefing up its core 
capital base and hunting for poten- 


From page BI 


“This is the fourth credit-rating 
outlook improvement the Philip- 
pines has secured in 2006. Stan- 
dard and Poors, Fitch and Japan 
Credit Rating Agency also did 
similar outlook upgrades to sta- 
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DBP to auction P11B in bad 
loans, foreclosed assets 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE STATE-OWNED DEVELOP- 
ment Bank of the Philippines will 
auction P11 billion worth of non- 
performing assets by Aug. 30, 
taking advantage of the newly re- 
vived Special Purpose Vehicle 
framework. 

The bank, which has tapped 
Ernst & Youngas financial adviser 
for this activity, plans to avail it- 
self of fiscal incentives under the 
SPV Law, which either waives or 
reduces some of the taxes usually 
collected in the sale or transfer of 
assets. 

In an interview yesterday, DBP 
president Reynaldo David said 
that of the assets to be put on the 
block, about P8 billion would 
consist of nonperforming loans 
while the rest comprised fore- 
closed property assets. 


ank bought nearly 100 
iBank for about P13.4 


biggest bank and edg- 


Bank's shareholders 
out were JTKC Equities 


(16.48 percent); 
Properties Inc. (9.34 
and Philrealty Corp. 


that would also upgrade the salaries of em- 
ployees and officials of the revenue agency. 
‘This is intended to encourage revenue person- 
nel to put more effort in shoring up the BIR's 
tax collection, which is the national govern- 
ments main revenue source. 

‘Asked by how much the BIR wanted 
salaries of its employees increased, Buñag 
said: “We are trying to see the best deal that 
government officials get now.” 

BIR officials also said earlier there was a need 
to make the revenue agency's compensation 


itions for the first time 
Doris C. Dumlao 


this year. These were 


Seeks fiscal incentives 
under revived SPV law 


Being a government-owned 
entity, David said the bank could 
not engage in a negotiated sale 
and would have to dispose of the di 
assets through a public bidding. 

IF successful, the proposed sale 
would wipe out the bank's bad 
loans and reduce its idle property 
assets to below 2 percent of total 
assets, he said. 

“If we're able to dispose, that 
frees a lot of risk weights for capi- 
tal purposes. It will spur us to 
more lending and reduce the pro- 
visioning we set aside every 
month. It's going to be a healthy 
balance,” David said. 

Interested bidders are required 


ding. 


volvement in 


BIR wants ‘independence’ ress 


daunting task of increasing tax collection this 
‘year by about 25 percent from last year’s. 

‘The BIR is given the target of collecting 
P675.4 billion in taxes this year to help the 
national government meet the goal of reduc- 
ing the budget deficit to only P125 billion. 
Last year, the deficit stood at P146.8 billion. 

Bufiag said there was still a chance the BIR 
‘would meet its full-year target despite shortfalls in 
its previous monthly targets. “You (media) should 
not be obsessed with monthly targets,” he said, 
noting there had been a case in the past when the 


to register and will be given 
about eight weeks prior to bi 

ding date to conduct their due- 
nce audit on the assets, said 
another source privy to the bid- 


“We're anticipating a good 
number of interested parties,” the 
source said, noting that the P11- 
billion block would likely be 
bought by a single investor. 

Given the DBP’s developmen- 
tal lending thrust, some of its idle 
property assets are located out- 
side Metro Manila, The bank's 
portfolio for developmental pro- 
jects reflects its increasing in- 

four 


thrusts—infrastructure and logis- 
tics, micro and small and medium 
enterprise development, environ- 
mental management and social 
services. 

Remaining assets that will hot 
be sold through this bulk sale will 
be unloaded on a retail basis, the 
source added, 

Meanwhile, David said DBP 
had put om hold its planned $130- 
million perpetual bond offer giv- 
en the continuing regional shake- 
out on emerging market assets, 

In the first four months of the 
year, he announced that DBP 
posted a net profit of P1.62 bil- 
lion or almost double the P850 
million in the same period last 
year. During the same period, 
DBP's assets went up by 29.9 per- 
cent to P224.35 billion while fiet 
worth rose by 12.3 percent"to 


priority P22.83 billion from a year ago. 


BIR recorded a shortfall in its eight-month target, 
Dut was still able to achieve its full-year goal. 

‘The Bureau of the Treasury, which reports 
the national government's monthly fiscal per- 
formance, earlier announced that the BIR col- 
lected P268 billion in taxes in the first five 
months of the year. The figure was P4.2 bil- 
lion short of the P272.2-billion target for the 
January-to-May period. 

BIR officials attributed the shortfall partly 
to the sudden increase in tax credit claims by 
corporate taxpayers. 4 


package more attrac- 
tive for talented young 
professionals. Buñag 
said there was a need 
to increase the BIR's 
workforce, given the 


fall to 53.80, at the worst, but giv- 
en positive fundamentals sup- 
porting the currency, a big re- 
bound would be likely soon. 

He said the peso was being 
weighed down mostly 
by external factors but 
once the uncertainties, 18 
dear up, a recovery OF 
was inevitable as the ZO: MIATIKIE YOUR | |2!0tvears-a= 
‘market would again ri wt 
focus on positive de- == 
vvelopments on the lo- 
cal economic front. 


ic ` Fom the materai intimus p MY 1000 sc. MY 2000 sc, — 
Meanwhile, Japan's 
‘R&d said that with the 


stvedders,comes the new Gi > Passo Fy Pis.9s0 i 
3 `| ~ MY 2000 cei. 
stability in the Arroyo My T my 1000, cc) MY 2000 
administration re- 


stored, the country 
would be able to stay 
on the path to eco- 
nomic reform. 
“Reductions in the 
fiscal deficit and for- 
eign debt are keeping 
the effects of foreign 
interest rate (increas- 
es) to a minimum. 
‘Thanks to solid remit- 
tances from expatriate 
workers, stable eco- 
nomic growth can be 
expected,” R&I said. 
If the reduction in 
the fiscal deficit con- 
tinued, R&I said the 
burden of interest 
payment would be 
brought under con- 
trol in the medium 
term and resistance 
to interest rate risk 
would increase. 
“However, expendi- 
ture for improvement 
in domestic infrastruc- 
ture, an area where 
Malaysia and Thailand 
far surpass the Philip- 
pines, as well as ex- 
penditure for increas- 
ing employment op- 
portunities are neces- 
sary” the Japanese rat- 
ing firm said. 
Supported by a 
population proficient 
in English and an es- 
tablished reputation 
inthe management of 
special economic ar- 


all acknowledgements of the 
Philippines’ progress in imple- 
menting fiscal reforms and the 
country’s improved macroeco- 
nomic fundamentals.” 


Call ELITE’s New No. 722-8888 


Let 


i n ti mi U oo Wane 


eat 
The Worle N't Shredder © your 


MYS000 se 


=> P25,950 


MY 3000 cc 
= P28,950 


OPEN A 5-YEAR PESO TIME DEPOSIT NOW! 
SEARN AS HIGH AS 8,57 INTEREST P.A. TAX FREE! 


INVESTMENT “INTEREST RATE 
P 50,000 - 99,999.00 825% 
P 100,000 - 499,999.00 8.25% 
500,000 - 999,999.00, EEx 
P 1,000,000 - 4,999,999.00 8.25% 
P 5,000,000 - uP 8.50% 


(ay 


sat in oer 25 


Bank of Commerce 


Call us at 812.0000 locals 2250 / 2439 / 2233 / 2465 
Mengar POIC & Megairt. Dagoan sured up 10 P250 000 par caps. 


‘Tex Bucomayourname» your landing» eyot eal adres 
ond 22! for Gabe er 017800227 ler nen le sere 


THREATENED? 
LET’S BE OPEN. 


Invest in Novell ©pen Workgroup Suite and save up to 70% 
from what you are currently paying in software licensing costs! 


Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 
Mayna, Papias 
BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Bangho Senta Ng Piipinas (BSP), through its Bids and Awards Commitee (BAC). 
invites supphersimanufacurerskdrstribuiors to apply lor ebay and to bid for the 
hereunder project 


Te Pract 
Bre Descspon 


Topraved Bade 
contact 


Daley Pend 


Supp and ery A ZZ 00 vars ] 
Trang Amemton. Ca 5 56 mn per BSP 

stands speokestons 

PSs7e00000 


‘Are you being forced to pay a high cost to purchase software for your business—especially 
when you may also have to buy new hardware to support it? Consider then the value of Novell 
Open Workgroup Suite, a proven, virus-free, and massively scalable solution that won't force 
you to rip out your existing infrastructure. In fact, Novell Open Workgroup Suite is designed to 
coexist with your current desktops, servers and office productivity tools (word processing, 
spreadsheet, presentation) and still deliver significant savings. With the Novell Open. » 
Workgroup Suite, you get the functionality you need at a much lower price. 


Tobe sds on Sage bas win cra TaT 
twenty (120) calendar ays, tons: 

‘Guanty 
Isbach 4346) 
zrsoach 
Iraaen 


RESI 
7438) 


Novel Open Workgroup Suite is made up. 
of the following flexible, standards-based software: 


Novell Open Enterprise Server 
Ths secure, highly available suite of services 
provides proven networking, communication, 
‘olaborabon and application services in an open, 
easy-to-deploy environment 


SUSE Linux Enterprise Server 


and IT management processes across the lifecycle of 
desktops. laplops, servers and handhelds to control 
Costs. ensure secumty and compliance, optimize the 
value of IT assets across diverse server and client 
latiorms, 


Prospective bidders shoud have undertaken a sitar project wn te last five (5) years oroin aa tor a 


eas, R&I said the 
Philippines has a rela- 
tively sound produc- 
tion base in the pro- 
cessing and assembly 
of semiconductors 
and electronic parts. 

“There are also ex- 
pectarions that a sig- 
nificant increase in 
business process out- 
sourcing will occur in 
the future. R&I will 
pay attention to 
Whether the Philip- 
pines can provide an 
attractive investment 
environment and fur- 
ther contribute to busi- 
nesses, including these 
sectors,” REA said, 

Bangko Sentral ng 
Pilipinas Officer-in- 
Charge Nestor Espe- 
nilla welcomed R&'s 
action. 


‘muh an amount of atleast 50% of ho Approved Budget forthe Contac. The Esgtsty 
Check/Sereering as well asthe Preliminary Examination of Bids shall use nom- 
<dscrevonary “passa” cmeria. Postqualiicalon ol the lowest calculated bid shal be 
conducted. 

‘A particulars relative to Eighty Statement and Screening, Bid Securty. Pertormance 
Seeurty Pre-Bidding Conleronce(s), Evaluauon of Bids. Post- Quaicavon and Award of 
‘Contract shali be governed by the periment provisions of R.A. No. 9184 and is 
Implementing Rules and Regulations (RR). 

The complete schedule of activities ıs sed, as fotows: 


‘Activites 
Issuance of Bid Documents 


‘Schedule 
Z Dano 13 ly 2006, up 10 ZOO P.M only 


Tres scalable, high-performance Linux operating 
system enables you to support workgroup productivity 
by deploying a wde range of innovative open source 
‘applications on low-cost, commodity hardware. 


Novell GroupWise 

This secure and reliable collaboration suite includes 
functional for e-mail, calendar, contacts, tasks, 
reminders, instant messaging and document 
management 


Novell ZENworks Suite 


‘OpenOftice.org 1s a surte of oftice-productivity 
applications and provides a word processor, presenta- 
tion and spreadsheet applications, an HTML edior 
and a dravnng tool. 1t olfers extensive fle-lormat 
Compativdny with Microsoft Office, allowing users to 
Better share fies between platforms, 


Novell Linux Desktop 
Trus end-user productivity environment can be 
deployed as a general-purpose desktop piatiorm or 
{alored for use in information kiosks, call-center 
terminals or stations for infrequent PC users. 


ZENworks Suite aulomates and enforces business 


Pre Be Conference 


7 
2 TA ily 2006. 200P M- 
'3._Operang of ids 

4 

3 


“August 2008, 200 PML 
These stale accerdonce wae mescre 
ets stoned ate rlenanong es and 

Fogastons NRRL Aci RA Ne B184 dd 10 

San 2003. 


Bid Evelsaton 
Po quabicaton 
6._Notce of Anard 


{id Documents wil be avaatie ony to prospective bidders upon payment of a non- 
‘elundabe amount of P2,800.00 othe BSP Castner, 


‘The BSP assumes no responsibility whatsoever to compensate or indemny bidders for 
any expenses incurred in the preparation ol the bel 


The BSP reserves the ng o reject any and all bid proposals, or declare the bidding a 
Tatura, or not award theconact and makes noassurance tat contact shall be entered 
Ito as a rsut of Us tation. 


(899) JUAN DE ZUÑIGA, JR. 
Crasman 
ERTE 


TAKE CONTROL OF YOUR SOFTWARE SPENDING. 
ALWAYS BE SURE, ALWAYS BE OPEN. r; 


Contact any of the following Novell partners: 


‘Abacus Microcomputer, Inc. 
Prana Number +63 2 7242008, 
(Contact Person: Handy To 
Emat honyo@ plas! not 


‘Accent ticro Technologies inc. 
Prono Number 6383563 local 172) 
Contact Person. Donnas Sy 

mat. dens 2y@ ami com ph 


Infonot Solutions, inc. (Cebu) 
Phone Number. +69-32-2540851 
Contact Person Dons Ln-Cnoon 
Emas dors@e-nfonat com 


Microbase Incorporated 
Phone. 613-7603 / 759-3712 

Contact Person: Ma Goro Abya (Bong) 
Emai bong@microbase.com ph 


s san KE 


Dataworld Computer Center (Region X) 
Prona Numbor (88) 8575484, (8822) 725484 
Contact Porson Rhowona Banuag 
Emad. whana @aatawora com ph, 


‘Sogesoft Solutions Incorporated 
Phone Number 705-1421 1024 
Contact Person Terasna Tabios 
Eman toroanatErioucngroup.not 


National Transmission Corporation 


INVITATION FOR BIDS 
Dale: June 12, 2006 
Loan No: CALYON 
Contract No: $p06.NPTBP.Vi-0073 
“The National Power Corporation (NPC) has received a loan trom the Buyer's 
Credit Facility arranged by CALYON through a Master Credit Arrangement 
for Northern Panay Project and tis intended that part of he proceeds ofthis 
Ioan wil bo applied to eligible payments undar the contract Survey, Design, 
Supply of Materials/Equipment and Erection/Instaliation and 
‘Commissioning of Northern Panay 138/89kV Transmission Backbone 
Project. 
Bidders i not a manufacturer shali purchase the equipment and materials trom 
eligible source countries isted in the Calyon’s Buyer's Credit Facility (United 
States, Austria, Belgium, England, Denmark, South Korea. Netherlands, France, 
Germany, Italy, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland} and all expenditures for the piant 
and equipment mader under the Contract wil be limited to such piant and 
equipment. 
‘The National Transmission Corporation (TRANSCO) administering the 
implementation o the said projec, now invites sealed bids from elghle bidders 
forthe: 
Survey, Design, Supply of aterials/Equipment and Erection/installation 
‘and Commissioning of Northern Panay 138/69KV Transmission Backbone 
Project. 
Bidders may obtain further information trom and inspect and acquire the bidding 
documents at the Office of the Manager, Bids and Contracts Management 
‘Department, Ground Flor, Power Center, National Transmission Corporation, 
‘Quezon Avenue comer BIA Road, Diliman, Quezon City, Metro Manila, 
Telephone No. 981-2212, 981-2213, 981-4652; Telelax No.: 921-23-08. 
A complete set of bidding documents may be purchased by interested eligible 
bidders starting June 14, 2006 upon submission ofa writen application tothe 
above ofice, and upon payment of a non-refundable fee of Forty Thousand 
Pesos (PHP 40,000.00). 

. A two-envelope bidding procedure will be adopted. Bidders are to submit 
‘simultaneously two (2}-sealed envelopes, one (1) containing the technical 
proposal and one (1) containing the price proposal. Initially only the technical 
proposals will be opened. Technical proposals which are submitted by non- 
Qualied bidders or which are not substantially responsive wil be rejected. The 
Substantially responsive technical proposals that have been submitted by 
‘qualified bidders are discussed with the bidders and the bidders are requested 
for full compliance. The bidders may or may not submit a supplementary price 
proposal, which contain the changes in price resulting from the discussed 
‘changes in the technical proposals. The original price proposal and the 
‘supplementary price proposal are opened simultaneously in public. 

‘Al bids must be accompanied by a bid secur of: 
‘One Hundred Seventy Six Thousand Two Hundred Seven US Dollars 
(uss76,207.00) 
“The bid security must be included in the technical proposal. 
Pre-bid Conference shali be conducted on July 25, 2008. 
‘The deadline for tha submission of bids wil be on August 12,2006 at 1:30 P.M. 
at he aforementioned address. Late submissions wil be rejected. 
“The technical proposals together with the bid securty wil be opened immediately 
thereafter inthe presence of bidder's representatives who choose to attend. 
The price proposals will be opened in the presence of the bidder's 
representatives who choose to attend at he ime and date and at the address to 
be advised by the Employer after approval of the evaluation of the technical 
proposals. 
The total contract duration for the project is 450 calendar days. 
TRANSCO reserves the right to reject any or ali Bids without offering any reaons, 
waive any required formalty therein and to make an award to the bidder whose 
proposal is most advantageous to the government 
Al communications shall be addressed to the Chairman, Bids and Awards 
Committee at alorementoned address. 

(S9d.) GUILLERMO R. REDOBLADO 

Chairman 


Bids and Awards Commitee 
(PD Juno 1,228 28,2008) 


PNOC-ENERGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
nary Complex, Mara Roas 
Fer onfaco, Tagu Ci 
Tol No. 0801320, Locat 8202/5281 
INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND BID / RE-BID 


‘The PNOC Energy Development Corporaton sng a etesed supers apy ard sumt 


salad ba or Be voy 3rd aaron along 
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Vaso High Temper Mad Asves 
pp 22300000 
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FERS | ono 26 2006 


BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE-INFRASTRUCTURE 
Cebu Capitol, Cebu Oty 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


“The Province of Cebu, through its Bids and Awards Commitee-inirastruciure (BAC- 
INFRA) ines specialy works contractors to apply for egy to bid for fhe hereunder 
contac: 

Name of Contract Inetataton of Elevators & Escalators forthe 
Cebu lntemational Convention Center (CICC) 
Noth Reclamation Area. Mandaue Cty 
‘Supply, instalation and Commissioning 
ol vals & Escalators 


Location 
Bril Deserpton 
‘Approved Budget ior 
the Conkact P 13000,000.00 
Prospective bidders should possess vald Ecanses pais /certcaions applicable 1o 
he coniract, have completed similar contract wih a value ol at sast 50% of he ABC for 
the last two years. and have key personne, fools and equipment avaiable forthe 
oi Pa correc. The BAC-INFRA wl use non-<scratonary pass / fal cera 
[n fe Eigbity Chock/ Screening as wol as in the Pretminary Examination of Bids. The 
‘BAC-INFRA wl conduct post qualicaton of ihe lowes caloiied bid. 
‘Allparcuars relative io Ekg Statements and Screening, id Securty, Performance 
Securty. Pre idding Conference, Evaluaion of Bids, Post Qualicalion and Award o! 
Contraci shal be governed by he pertinent provisions of RA. 9184 ads Implementing 
Rules and Reguatons-A (RR-A). 
“The schedule of BACANFRA activities is as folows: 


BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE-INFRASTRUCTURE 
Cebu Capitol, Cebu City 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Provinoe of Cebu, through ns Bids and Awards Commttee-inirastructure (BAC- 
INFRA), inves contactors registerad wih and assed by the Phllppine Contractors 
‘Acerelalon Board (PCAB) to apply for eligi, to bid for he hereunder contract 

Repair Improvement of Capitol Buiding 

Capitol Compound, Cebu Ciy 

Repair and improvement works forthe 

Capitol Main Bulding 


P5957, 874.45 

100 Calendar Days 
‘Prospective bidders should possess a valld PCAB License applicable to the contact, 
have completed a simlar coriract with a value of at least 50% ofthe ABC, and have key 
personnel and equipment avaiable for Ihe prosecution of tha contract. The BAC-INFRA 
wä use non<dscretonary pes al cian the Elgbily Check Screening as weli as 
Inthe Pralminary Examination ot Bids. The BAC-INFRA wil conduct post-quallication 
ofthe lowes calculated bid. 
A particulars relative to Elgby Statements and Screening, Bid Security, Perormance 
Securty, Pre-bidding Conference, Evaluation o! Bids, Post-Quallicaton and Award of 
Contac shat be govemedby the parinent provisions of P.A. 9184 andis Implementing 
Fules and Reguiations-A (IRR-A) 
“The schedule of BAC-INFRA activiies is as follows: 


BACANFAA ACTIVITIES SCHEDULE 


BACINFRA ACTIVITIES ‘SCHEDULE 


Faceipl from prospective bers lLetiersol | June 23-29, 2006 


Int (LO chung Appicaton fr Egy 


eco from prospective bidders ol eters of 


“Tine 23-30, 2006 
Intent (LO) including Application tor Eighty 


Issuance of Eighty Forms ne 3-28, 2006 


Issuance of Egilly Forms une 23-30, 2006 


Receipt of Expbaly Requirements. hn 28,2008 


Receipt of Epiity Requirements lune $0, 2008 


Notcs of Resuts of Eigity Check Bay 3, 206, 


Notice ol Results of Egy Check hay 6, 2006, 


Issuance of icing Documents iy 84,2008 


Issuance of Bidding Documents ‘Bay 07,2006 


Pre-bid Conierence kay 5, 2006, 


re-bed Conference uly 2, 2008 


[Receipt and Opening of ids Say 17,2006 


Receipt and Opening of Bids ly 24, 206 


2555122. 
‘The BACANFRA w issue Bidding Documents including Technical Pians, Technical 
Speciicatons, Terms ol Relerence ory lo bidders declared tobe egbe lor iha bidding 
thon payment of nonrefundable amount ot Five Thousand Pesos (P 5,000.00) to the 
Cash Dision, Provincial Treasurer's Olice. 
The Province ol Cebu assumes no responsiily whatsoever io compensate or indemnily 
“bidders lor any expenses incurred in he preparation ol Their bids and, reserves the right 
io reject any anda bids, waive any elect or informally i the bids, declare a falura of 
bidng or not 1o award the contract. 

(S94) EDUARDO T. HABIN 

Chatman 


P0- done 23 428.208) 


BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE-INFRASTRUCTURE. 
‘Cebu Capitol, Cebu Cty 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


“The Province of Cebu. trough Rs Bids and Awards Commiteenrastucture (BAC- 
INFRA), ntes specaly works contractors to apply for ekg, 1o bid for the hereunder 
contact: 


Name of Contact 


locaton 
Bnet Description 


Aporoved Budget iot 

{he Contract 
Prospective bidders should possess vald icenses/ permits /certicaons applicable to 
the contac have completed a sla contract wih a value of at east 50% of he ABC for 
the last two years, and have key personne, fois and equipment avaiable forthe 
prosecution of he contrac. The BAC-NFRA wil use non<iscreborary pass fal cmeria 
[ithe Egby Check / Screening as wel as in he Pretrinary Examination of Bis. 
The BAC-INFRA wil conduct post quaiicaon o! fie loves calodated bid 
Al particdars relative to Ekgiity Statements and Screening. Bid Securty. Performance 
Securty, Pre-biding Conlerence, Evaluaton of Bis, Post Qualfication and Award of 
Contac shali be governed by he pertinent provisions of LA. 9184 andis implementing 
Fues and Regualors-A (RR-A) 
The schedule of BAC-INFRA acies is as flows: 


‘The BACINFRA Secretariat wil issue 1o prospective bidder's Eigbilty Forms al the 
Provincial Engineer's Otice, Legisiave Bulding, Capt Compound, Cebu Cily. upon 
‘hal submission ola Leier o Inient and upon payment of on~elundable amount ol ity 
Pesos (P 50.00) o the Cash Division, Provincial Treasurer's Otfice. Prospective bidders 
‘hal submit ihe Elgbilty Requirements to, and may also obtain the resus olihe Eighty 
Check trom, the aforementioned address. For further inquiries, one may cali he 
Secretaria at (082) 253-3106. 

‘The BAC-NFAA wil issue Bidding Documents including Plans and Specicaions, only 
to bidders declared by the BAC-INFRA 1o be eligble for tne bidding upon payment oÏ nor 
relundable amount of Five Thousand Pesos (P 5000.00) io the Cash Division, Provincial 
Treasure’ Otice. 

“The Province of Cebu assumes no responsibilty whatsoever to compensate or indemnity 
‘bidders fr any expenses incurred inthe preparation of their bids and, reserves the right 
o reject any and al bids, waive any dlect or inlormalty inthe bids, declare a failure of 
bidding or not to award the contract. 


(Sgd) EDUARDO T. HABIN 


(Pots tna 238 29.2008) nme 


=, „BIDSAND AWARDS COMMITTEE-INFRASTRUCTURE 
hi Cebu Capitol, Cebu City 


„ INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


‘The Prownce of Cebu, through is Bids and Awards Committee-intrastructure (BAC- 
INFRA) ines specially works contractors to apply or eligi, 1 bid forthe hereunder 


instalation of Standby Generator Set forthe Cebu 
International Convention Center (CICC) 

Noh Recamabon Area, Mandaue Cty 

Supply, Installation and Commissioning ot 
Emergency Back up Power System lor the CIOC 


P 18.000.000.00 

Prospective bidders shouid possess vaid iconses/ permis /cerilicalions applicable to 
{he contract, have completed a siar contract wih a value of atleast 0% ol he ABC for 
the last two years, and have Key personnel, tools and equipmont avaible forthe 
prosecution o! me contract. The BAC-INFRA wil use non-dscrebonary pas fall ceria 
fa 1e Egby Check / Screening as well asin the Preliminary Examnaton of Bids. 
‘The BAC-INFRA will conduc post-qualiication of the lowes calculated bid 

‘A particulars relative to Egy Slatoments and Screening, id Securty, Performance 
Securty, Pre-tiking Conference, Evaluation of Bids, Pos-Qualfcatio and Award of 
Contac shal be governed by the pertinent provisions of RA. 9184 and its Implementing 
Rules and egulzbons-A (IRR-A). 

“The schedule of BAC-INFRA acts is as folows: 


BACINFRA ACTIVITIES ‘SCHEDULE 


(BAGINFRA ACTIVITIES SCHEDULE 


‘Recep rom prospecive biters of Leners of 
Intent (LO) ciung Appacaton for Eigbiiy 


Jire 23-29, 2008 


Recet rom prospecve bers ol Lats of 
Intent (LON including Appeaton for Ekgity 


June 23-28, 2006 


Issuance of Egy Forms e525 2006 | 


Issuance of Eigbilly Forms fone 23-29. 2006. 
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POL tone 20 Sty 20069 


ER REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES 
iS OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY OMBUDSMAN FOR LUZON 


; Sid Hor, Ombudsman il 
wd Agham Read, Biman, Quezon City 


BULLETIN OF VACANT POSITIONS 


(in compliance with R.A. 7041) 


DRIVERI, ltem No. OMBA-DRV 1-2-2002; SG-3: Education: Elementary 
School Graduate; Experience: None required: Training: None required: 
Eligibility: Driver License (MCI, s.96-Cat. 11) 

Interested applicants should submit applications within ten (10) working 
days from the date of this publication to the Administrative Division, at the 
above address with the following requirements pursuant to Office Order 
No. 49.05: 


1. A letter stating the position applied for; 

2. Duly accomplished Personal Data Sheet (Civil Service Commission 
Form 212); 
“Ix” picture (colored); 
CSC Certificate of Eligibility: 

j. ‘Transcript of Records! Diploma; 

Certificates of Seminars/Training Attended; 
Service Records or Certificates from previous/present employers 
stating the position assumed and corresponding actual duties and 
responsibilities (if applicable); 
Performance Appraisal Reports for the last wo rating periods (for 
‘current government employees only); 
Statement duly signed by the applicant as to any relative(s) within 
the fourth degree of consanguinity or affinity, currently employed 
with the Office of the Ombudsman. 


Receipt of Expy Requirements June 28,2008 


Receipt of Eipbiy Requirements Jone 29.2005 


Nonce of Rests of Egoit Check Bay 3, 2006, 


Nonce of Resuits of Egbily Check uy, 2006 


Issuance of Bing Documents uy 384, 2008 


issuance of Bidding Documents iy 3.84, 2006 


Preda Conlrence ay 5, 2006, 


re-id Conlerence ay, 2006, 


Receipt and Opening of Bids Bay 17,2006 


Receipt and Opening of Bids ay 17,2006 


‘The BACINFRA Secretariat wil issue lo prospectve bier’ Eigy Forms atthe 
Provincial Engineer’ Otice, Capicl Compound, Cebu Cty, upon thei submission of 2 
Ltr ot intent and upon payment of @norrefundabie amount of Fity Pesos (P 50.00) 10 
the Cash Divison, Provnoal Treasurers Ofice. Prospecive bidders shal submit iha 
Engbity Requeements to, and may aso cian te resuts o! Me Eigèity Check tom, 
the alorementoned address. For further inquies, one may cl the Seretaat at (082) 
255-8128, 

‘The BACINFRA wil issue Bidding Documents incuing Technical Pians, Technical 
‘Speoicatons, Terms ol Reference ony to bidders dociared 1o be eile lor the biddag 
upon payment oa non felundable amount of Ten Thousand Pasos (P 10.000.200) to ihe 
Cash Dmision, Provincial Treasurer's Otice. 

“The Province ol Cebu assumes no responstiäty whatsoever to compensate or indamiy 
bidders lor any expenses incurred in tha preparaton o! he bids and, reserves the nghi 
to reject any and al bs, waive any dlect or informaly in the bids, deciare a laure of 
bidang or not 1o award the contract. 


(S94) EDUARDO T. HABIN 
‘Chaman 


(POL dee 73828 208) 


Repuric of the Phtippnes 
ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION 
‘Sen Miguel Avenue, Pasig Oty 
N THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION FOR AUTHORITY TO 
OPERATE AND MAINTAIN THE NEWLY (A) ACQUIRED AND 
INSTALLED SUVA POWER TRANSFORMER AT THE PALAMIS 
SUBSTATION, PALAMIS, ALAMINOS CITY (8) CONSTRUCTED 
TZM BOKY SUB TRANSMISSION LINE FROM BAN SUBSTATION 
TO TARA SUBSTATION IN TARA, BOLINAO, AND (C) 
TRANSFERRED 1OMVA PONER TRANSFORMER FROM PALAS 
SUBSTATION TO TARA SUBSTATION WITH PRAYER FOR 
PROVISIONAL AUTHORTY 


‘PANGASINAN ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE. INC. IPANELCOD, 
‘pean 


ERCCASENO.2006000MC 


NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
TOALL INTERESTED PARTES: 

Nesca hereby geno me ing by Pangasinan | Elecite Cooperate. ne. (PANELCO 1) oa 
etry 1E. 2006 0l nappa ler auenty oops ad mensan Be not (a) Aces ard 
[ted SVA PonerTramonme ai be Paars Sabon Palas Alamas Cty) Consuced 
‘rit ean Sus saromeagen to Hom Bare Ganon Tra Suosion n Tara, Gohan 20 ic) 
‘Tarcoed IGA Pres Talore ton Poems Saban 2 Tara Suosabon wi a Oli pec 
Tha ony One Mahon Four Hundred Sevetonn Thousand Seven Hundred Pity Four Pesos 
(PP 41.417.54.00) wat payer powcr esPoxty 

Tha Commasanhas set ne appacanon or neanng on 34) 8. 2006 (Thursday) si tmo o'ciackinma 
ataman 2 00 M eine ERC Hoang Room, 1n Poor, Pacte Cerios aeg Sangeet venst. 
Cangas Conner, Pasa Cay 

"Aa nteress partes who may wish to conantn or oppose M said ppaton shoud le Per 
commana ana tpposnons on bee Gate oi naarat Such partes wro may wh abawe DO 
(Gomis ve aplcanon ana wen erat navo mandaria io Pe Commason Dier dosso and mien 
Sanepa acy pocandogs. ay rest Bat blr das nanan, ey be hnahed 


four 
"WETNESS. he Honratie RODOLFO B. ALBANO, JA. Chan an Ia Honoris JESUS N 
ALCORDO. ar ALEJANDRO Z. BARIN Commssonars Energy Repair Commason, es 180 
yo May 2008. ai Pasg Cay. š 
(Sod) WARLA TERESA A RAMREZ-CASTAÑEDA 
Ease Doce P 
CESTE 


‘The BAC-INFAA Secretar wil ssue to prospectve bidder's Eighty Forms at the 
Provincial Engneer' Ofice, Capol Compound, Cebu Cty, upon thelr submission ol a 
Lenaro intent and upon payment ot anor‘fundable amount ol Fity Pesos (P 50.00) 10 
the Cash Owision, Provincial Treasurer's Olho. Prospectve bidders shail submit the 
‘Egbity Requremenis 10, and may aiso obtan the resus othe Engibiity Check rom, 
‘he alorementoned address. For further inqunes, one may cal tre Secretariat at (032) 
2556123. 
The BAC-INFRA wil issue Bidding Documents including Technical Plans, Techical 
‘Specteaion, Tems ol Reference oniy to bidders declared 1o be eit for the biking 
upon payment ol a non-telundabie amount of Five Thousand Pesos (P 5,000.00) tthe 
Cash Dmásion, Provinial Treasurer's ice. 
“The Province of Cebu assumes no responstilty whatsoever io compensate or indamnliy 
bidders ior any expenses incurred in the preparation of their bids and, reserves the right 
fo eect any and al bids, wawe any detect or inlormalty in the bids, declara a fatture ol 
bading or not 1o award e contact. 

(Sgd) EDUARDO T. HABIN 

Charman 


PO- done 23828 2000) 


Announcement 


More 
in keeping with Internet's commitments 
pret Classified 
to refocus our resources, we are | W.Va 
announcing that we will stop releasing 
Inter.net and other Inter.net powered 
prepaid cards effective July 1, 2006 in sleet 
fieiro Manila only. Resellers as wel es | MMNIIER 
end users are advised that said prepaid Aquati 
cards will be valid for use up to June 30, quati 


2007. Resources and 
Ilocos Sur 
Electric 
Cooperative 
on Page A19; 


Bangko 
Sentral 
ng Pilipinas 
on Page B3 


Bureau of 


|BUY * SELL * PAWN] 
WATCHES 

JEWELRY 

DIAMONDS} 


WE BUY 
at HIGH PRICE 
ROLEX 
HIS & HERS Watch Center 
GoldCrest Bldg. 
Gioriotta2 
8646599 5897041 
0917-8473744 


visit us at: 
www.jobmarketonline.com 


Our early SSeloved 


SOLEDAD LIRIO DOLOR 


Widow of the late Leon Dolor 


Pope John Paul II Awardee 
Order of the Sacred Cross, Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice 


Peacefully joined our Lord 
on June 26, 2006 at the age of 93. 


Her bereaved children Fe Cecilia, Danilo and Erlinda; grandchildren Ma. 
Soledad (Tanini) and Larry de Leon, M.D.; great grandchildren Gian Carlo, 
Kevin Anthony, Alvin Benjamin and Leonard Frederick, brother 
Deogracias; sister-in-law Flora Atienza vda. de Lirio, relatives & friends 


request the pious readers to pray for the repose of her soul. 


Her remains lie in state at the Capilla dela Virgen, Santuario de San Antonio 
Parish, McKinley Rd., Forbes Park, Makati City. 


Interment will be on Friday, June 30, 2006 at the Family Mausoleum, Plaza of 
Peace, Manila Memorial Park after the 2:00 p.m. Funeral Mass at Santuario de 
San Antonio Parish Church. 


Please omit flowers. Donations to the Pondo ng Pinoy 
and for the Construction of Nuestra Señora de Soledad Parish Church, 
Daraza, Tanauan, Batangas 


will be appreciated. 


—————— OBITUARIES 


The Board of Directors, Officers and Staff 


of 


COUNTRY BANKERS LIFE INSURANCE CORPORATION 
COUNTRY BANKERS INSURANCE CORPORATION 


announce with deep sorrow 


the demise of their beloved 


STOCKHOLDER and DIRECTOR 


SOLEDAD LIRIO DOLOR 


who joined her Creator on June 26, 2006. 


In Loving Memory 
4th DEATH ANNIVERSARY 


Don Manuel Cancio 


(November 23, 1910 - June 29, 2002) 


coc ay sl fr mana belt per 
i a 


MASS SCHEDULE 
CHURCH 


Chapel of Saints Pio and Philomera 
tein Cpr Ct huling 
583 Sori Py! Avem 

ak Cy 
Santuario de San Antonio 
tna Fortes Prk, Mabati Ciy 
St, Ande the Apostle Parish 


src orner Kayan Arete 
Basal Man cr 


Sto, Domingo Church 

National Shrine of the Most Holy Rosary 
ezon Avene Corner Sia. Domingo Set 
ezon City 


Sta. Teresita Parish 
43 Kanlaon Stet, Sto. Mesa Heights 
Quezon City 


Don Bosco Parish 
Arnaiz Street. Mabati City, Metro Manila 


Nuestra Señor de Guia Parish 
'H. dei Pilar corner A. Flores 
Era Mamia 
TuE GOODWILL BOOKSTORE FAMILY, MANAGEMENT 
"AND STAFF WOULD LIKE TO ASK THE PIOUS READERS 
TO PRAY FOR THE REPOSE OF MS SOUL. 


en | 


” NIEVES JOVEN-BUNUAN 


of Bacolor, Pampanga 


Passed away in the Grace of our Lord 
on June 26, 2006 at the age of 98. 


She is survived by her nieces, nephews, 
cousins and other relatives who request the 
pious readers to pray for her eternal rest and 
everlasting happiness. 


Her remains lie in state at the Magallanes 


Peacefully joined her Creator and her husband, 
Atty. Francisco L. Osorio 
on June 25, 2006. 


Her sisters, brother and in-laws: Luz and Salvador (+) 

Ramos, Lita (t) and Renato Sison, Edita Balagot, 

Angela and Mariano Aguilar Jr., and Oscar and Lourdes 

Suba Balagot, nephews, nieces, grandchildren and other 

relatives and friends, request the pious readers to join them in 
their prayers for the eternal repose of her soul. 


Her remains lie in state at the Lourdes Church, Kanlaon Street corner Amoranto, 
Quezon City. 


Interment will be tomorrow, June 30, 2006 at the Manila Memorial Park, Sucat, 
Parafiaque, after the 8:00 a.m. Mass. 


ezr “Eternal life will 


5 ESTELITADEJESUS. -CORAL <j) | swallow up that 
Peacefully joined her Creator which can die. God 
on June 24, 2006 at the age of 56, h 

Her loving husband Felix; children Perly & made US for this 

See iss je clatvestnd tend eiea very reason and 
the pious readers to pray for the eternal repose of A 

her soul. He has given us 

ss Pain Sus Bagbag Novalis the Spirit as a 


City. 
Cae guarantee that we 
Interment will be on Sunday, July 2, 2006 at om ie con 
“g will live again. 


Pe 1:00 pm, at Forest Memorial Park, Novaliches, 
2 Corinthians 5:4-5 


obituary 
with a 
picture 
can bea 
fitting 
tribute to 
your 
departed 
loved one. 


Always caring: 


INQUIRER 
OBITUARIES 


OBITUARY 
REQUIREMENTS: 


© Copy of Death 
Certificate 


© Any identification 
document (L1D.) 


WE ACCEPT 
CREDIT CARDS 
and bank-to-bank 


payments 


The Board of Directors 
Senior Management 


Officers and Staff 
of 


Philippine Savings Bank (PSBank) 


express their deepest condolences to the family of its 


former Chairman and President 


SOLEDAD LIRIO DOLOR 


February 6, 1913 — June 26, 2006 


Pope John Paul II Awardee 
Order of the Sacred Cross, Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice 


Her remains lie in state at the Capilla dela Virgen, 
Santuario de San Antonio Parish, McKinley Rd., 
Forbes Park, Makati City. 


Interment will be on Friday, June 30, 2006 
at the Family Mausoleum, Plaza of Peace, 
Manila Memorial Park after the 2:00 p.m. Funeral Mass 
at Santuario de San Antonio Parish Church. 


Please omit flowers. Donations to the Pondo ng Pinoy 
and for the construction of Nuestra Señora de Soledad Parish Church 
Daraza, Tanauan, Batangas will be appreciated. 
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` Your can earn more with 


PSBank’s HIGHER RATES 


$1,000t0 $10,000 to $50,000.te $100,000 
99° 49,999 "3,999 “and up 
3.00% | 3.13% | 3.25% | 3.50% 

[3.25% | 3.38% | 3.63% 
3.38% | 3.38% | 3.69% 
3.38% | 3.44% 


3.75% 
3.44% | 3.50% | 3.88% 


1 month 
2 months 
3 months | 3.25% | 
6 months 
12 months 


Simplified, more rational 


Aaa 

Poets tae 
Text PSBANK USTD 

for Smart or 0917-8802 


Ae on aama Depan Irmas Caps Ramu nt nara far each ptr P230.00 


227 for Globe and ather networks, 


name» «landline no.» <email address» then send to 391-772 | 


ocean 


“Gusto kong malaman 
ang secrets ng 
ibang negosyante.” 


AE EEOAE EERE Ea a 


taxes on capital mart urged 


CMDC submits program to develop market to DOF 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE CAPITAL MARKET DEVELOPMENT 
council is pushing for the simplification of 
taxes imposed on the financial sector to put 
more life into the lethargic market. 

The rationalization of taxes was one of 


Basta ikaw, boss! Posible yan sa 


Ae 


The first-ever fair for small and medium 
enterprises brought to you by Globe. 


Come and see what's in it for you and your business; 


@ Exclusive promo offers on Globelines, Globe Broadband and Globe Postpaid 


and Prepaid Plans 


® Innovative Product Showcases with new idi 


s for your business 


© Free access to our Globe Mobile Services and Broadband 


@ Product and Innovation Talks to empower you with the latest business tools. 


and applications 


@ A roster of ICT suppliers and support services - mobile handset manufacturers, 
hardware and software suppliers, system integrators, banks, ICT and business 


schools and publications 


© One-day activation for Globe Postpaid* 


@ A chance to win a 3G phon 


* Just pe 
Proof of financials like Audited F: 


June 29 - July 2, 2006 


Hall 3, Megatrade Hall 
SM Megamall, EDSA 


the daily raffle! 


nt valid ID, Proot of billing. OTI ar SEC registration and articles of Incorporation, any 


t ITR, Proof of Budget Allocation. 


July 13 - July 16, 2006 
Hall 3, Cebu Trade Hall 
SM, Cebu City 


For more info, call (02) 730-1288 


opo, ang lakas mo sa 


Glebe 


the major provisions of the proposed pro- 
gram to develop the country’s capital mar- 
ket, which the CMDC submitted to the De- 
partment of Finance. 

‘The CMDC is composed of representa- 
tives from the equities markets and bank- 
ing and insurance sectors. 

The group said taxation of the financial 
sector should be simple to administer, will 
not adversely impact business operations 
and is fair to all players. 

“Neutrality mandates that the tax sys- 
tem, in raising revenues, must exert mini- 
mal impact on the business or spending de- 
cisions of taxpayers,” the group said, 

The CMDC said that there were several 
taxes on the sector that discourage in- 
vestors. 

On the banking industry, the CMDC not- 
ed that the documentary stamp tax on 
electronic transactions, such as those re- 
lated to remittances sent by overseas Fil- 
ipino workers, discourages the use of mod- 
ern technology. 

The CMDC also said that the creditable 
withholding tax on financial services was a 
burden to clients. 

With regard the insurance sector, the 
CMDC supported the call of insurance 
firms to amend the current manner by 
which the documentary stamp tax on pre- 
miums was collected. 

The CMDC said that instead of collect- 

ing the DST every time a premium is paid, 
the tax should be collected upon payment 
of the first premium. 

The non-life insurance sector also op- 
posed the imposition of value-added tax 
on earnings from reinsurance services. 

Also, non-life insurance firms wanted 
the base of the DST shifted from gross pre- 
mums to net premiums to make it compet- 


itive with counterparts in other countries. 

Taking the side of investment houses, 
the CMDC said that to make taxation for 
the financial sector equitable, investment 
firms and banks should be covered by the 
same tax. 

The CMDC noted that at present, long- 
term investments in bank products were 
exempted from the 20-percent final with- 
holding tax but those placed in other fi- 
nancial institutions were taxed. 

To make taxation equitable, the govern- 
ment should either lift the exemption of 
banks or extend the exemption to non- 
bank financial institutions. 

“Financial sector taxation is seen as aim- 
ing to promote the development of the 
capital market by mobilizing savings, to 
promote the development and trading of 
financial instruments, and to ensure that 
the financial sector bears an equitable 
share in the total tax burden,” the CMDC 
said. 

The CMDC also said that the equities 
market was heavily taxed. 

“For the securities dealer and brokers 
sector, a key concern is to address the high 
transaction cost in the stock exchange, 
which to a large extent can be attributed to 
the stock transaction tax, the VAT on stock- 
brokering services and the impending ex- 
piration of the exemption of stock ex- 
change from the DST,” the CMDC said. 

‘The DOR a policy maker on tax-related 
matters, said it agreed that effort was 
needed to help develop the country's capi- 
tal market. DOF officials, however, have 
not yet committed to any of the proposals 
of the CMDC, saying that the need to de- 
velop the capital markets should be bal: 
anced with the need to improve the gov- 
ernment's fiscal standing. 


Toward a globalized workforce 


DUE TO GLOBALIZATION AND RAPID AD- 
vances in technology, our workforce must 
possess the right set of skills and knowledge 
to getahead, 

‘The traditional worker needs just the ba- 
sicskills—reading, writing and arithmetic. 
The “global” worker, on the other hand, 
must have other attributes, such as creativ- 
ity and adaptability as well as decision 
making and interactive skills, to get the 
good jobs. 

Unfortunately, most graduates of technical 
vocational schools and new entrants to the la- 
bor market do not have these necessary skills, 
thus, they have been left out in the race for 
good jobs. 

‘Take the contact center industry as an ex- 
ample. Work opportunities abound, but the 
industry is finding it increasingly difficult to 
hire qualified workers. 

In the recent Cyberservices Workforce 
Forecast (Based on Industry Reports for 2004- 
2005 sourced from CICT, BOL, BPAP and 
member organizations), it was estimated that 
the industry would need 179,206 call center 
agents this year, 259,800 in 2007 and 
506,500 in 2010. 

The medical transcription industry, on the 
other hand, is expected to need 13,800 em- 
ployees this year and 24,800 in 2007, an in- 
crease of 80 percent. 

The numbers present a challenge to us in 
Mindanao. 

Ie is important that we aggressively im- 
prove our workforce or else find ourselves 
lagging in the fast developing ICT sector. 

“Today, there are only three call centers in 
Mindanao—one in Cagayan de Oro and two 
in Davao City. 

‘The Technical Vocational Education Train. 
ing (TVET) sector, however, performed well 
in terms of industry absorption. 

‘This was reflected in the Impact Assess- 
ment on the TVET Graduates (CY 1999), 
which said the average employment rate 
of Mindanao TVET graduates was 61 per- 
cent. 

But with the high rate of obsolescence these 
days, we still need to improve on our new 
graduates’ chances of landing a job by improv- 
ing the quality of education and providing 
them with skills demanded by today’s indus- 
tries, 

In the face of new skills requirements 
and expectations from our workforce, 
‘TVET institutions that train these workers 
have to adapt as well. The pressing need 
for workers with higher level skills de- 
mands new approaches and strategies in 
training and educating workers to enable 
them to stay competitive and advance in 
their careers. 

This will be the focus of the discussions 
during the 2006 Mindanao TVET HRSD 
(Human Resources and Skills Develop- 
ment) Conference and Exhibits. The Min- 
danao framework for education and job 
training that meets the needs of today’s 


MINDANAWoRLD 


Joji Hagan-Bian 


new and growing industries will be the 
main point of discussion in the largest 
gathering of TVET school owners ,admin- 
istrators and business and labor groups. 

On July 4 - 6, 2006, some 300 participants 
coming from the TVET sector, composed of 
government and private representatives, in- 
dustry, academe, labor, will gather at the Villa 
Paraisao Apartelle, Mambajao, Camiguin to 
exchange ideas and information on policies, 
emerging trends, career opportunities, and 
critical issues affecting TVET in Mindanao. 

‘The 2006 Mindanao TVET HRSD Con- 
ference and Exhibits will provide an 
overview of the labor market and latest 
skills trends, determine regional con- 
straints with regards to jobs generation 
and capability for small enterprise devel- 
opment, identify interventions to provide 
information and assistance in the areas of 
job search and marketing, promote the es- 
tablishment of links between business and 
other agencies to assist schemes aimed at 
implementing small scale community en- 
terprise projects and jobs creation, 

Aside from the conference, other high- 
lights of the event are the: Camiguin Trade 
Exhibit - a showcase of products and ser- 
vices that the province is known for; Jobs 
Fair - a venue to provide employment facili- 
tation assistance and opportunities to the 
reach of the unemployed, this is open to all 
fresh graduates, skilled’ and professional 
workers seeking advancement; En- 
trepreneurs’ Fair - a venue for prospective 
entrepreneurs to find business opportuni- 
ties particularly franchises, 

Our government host is the Technical 
Education and Skills Development Au- 
thority (TESDA) Region X Reg. Dir. Sil- 
vano Maranga and Gov. Romualdo of 
Camiguin .The private sector host is the 
Northern Mindanao Techvoc Schools As- 
sociation led by Dr. Irene Antonio of Va- 
lencia College in Bukidnon Technical 
support to the event is being provided by 
TESDA XI Reg. Dir. Gaspar Gayona. 

The Mindanao TVET Association will focus 
its efforts this year on developing a “multi 
skilled” workforce that will do well in a glob- 
alized economy. 

(Joji Hagan-Bian is a strong advocate for 
Mindanao ; Chair, Mindanaworld Founda- 
tion Inc; ConCom and Charter Change Advo- 
cacy Commission Member ; Chair of the Min- 
danao TVET ; Mindanao Rep , Export Devel- 
opment Council ; Chair , Joji Ilagan Founda- 
tion ; Former Chair of the Mindanao Busi- 
ness Council. Email comments to jojib- 
ian2@yahoo.com) 
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E SNEAK peek 
into The 
Singapore 
Foodfest /c2 


WEDNESDAY 2BU © 


Where fi 


TODAYS COLUMN IS ALL ABOUT MY 
favorite sweets. 

There are not a lot of places where one finds 
good salad, excellent fish and chips, yummy 
coffee, great dessert, with a decent wine list to 
boot, all in one roof. 

Fish & Co. has become my place of comfort 
in the past months. I love their Fish and Chips 
and their Smoked Salmon Salad. But who 
‘would ever think that a fish place would serve 
dessert as delectable as the Chocolate Eruption, 
their sinful chocolate cake imported from 
‘Texas. It’s a chocolate cake filled with rich 
chocolate cream studded with nuts, chocolate 
chips and turtle cheesecake cubes with choco- 
late curls, sliced almonds and golden caramel 
that erupts from the center! Too sinfully deli- 
cious and, with their cup of coffee, a treat in- 
deed! 

Why 1 like Fish & Co. is simple. It's one place 
in the mall that offers consistently good food, 
just as I expect it, churned out exactly the same 
‘way, day after day, which is just about how of- 
ten] go there to indulge! 


More of my favorite things 

A good friend gave me Maja Pandan (Pan- 
dan Maja Blanca) to try. This too is yummy. I's 
like a giant Thai Thako! Call Rose Lopez at 
8107533. 

Now on to bibingkang malagkit. If you 
haven't tried La Tasca's, you better go and or- 
der. Ihave forgotten how good it was up until 
recently and it brought back so many fond 
memories and calories! This is delicious! Call 
8965543. 

Cheesecake—if you have a sweet tooth, Pixie 
Sevilla Santos’ Dulce de Leche Cheesecake is a 
must try! Call 7232776. 


1 am an avid reader of your PDI column 
and am an American missionary on a local 
budget living in Metro Manila. I have finally 
assembled the ingredients necessary to 
make real whole-wheat bread for personal 
consumption. However, I am lacking a prop- 
er oven. Lam also looking for a source of lo- 
cally grown raw sunflower seeds and rye 
flour 

JAMES TOMELL 


Hope this helps and may your dream of bak- 
{ng your own whole-wheat bread come true! 

For ovens, try to call the following numbers 
for the best deal possible. These are the indus- 
trial types and they manufacrure according to 
your specifications: Gomeco at 6876791 (look 
for Mar Mission), Bakerex at 6374815 to 16, 
and Middleby at 5208170. Chef Emie Babaran 
recommend Gomeco's deck oven for bread, 
while for pastry, its the Bakerex three-layer 
oven. 

If you want a good household oven, I use 
SMEG and I love it! Call Jefferson at 0917- 
8588020. 

Asfor rye and sunflower seeds, unfortunately, 
neither I nor my colleagues know of local grow- 
ers. We don't really use them in our cuisine 
Both, though, can be bought at Santis Deli. For 
rye fiour, try Healthy Options at the Shangri-La, 
Sweet Craft (tel. 5321595) or Chocolate Lovers 
in Cubao. For sunflower seeds, try Sweet Craft, 
Unimart, Cost U Less or S&R Price. 


Tread your column every week. I wonder 
if you could share with me and others who 
like to try to bake a recipe of ensaymada spe- 
cial, 

EMY RIVERA 


See, I would rather call Ms Cunanan (for 
consistently nice, rich, light ensaymada, tel. 
6310798) than make my own. Or if you want 
the old-fashioned kind, ensaymada Capampan- 
gan, call Tita Pila’s at 3732789 to 90. Also, 1 
was told that Mark Medina makes by order and 
sells them at the Salcedo market, the big old- 
fashioned ones. Have not tried them but! heard 
they are quite good. Call 8965523, 

‘This recipe is my Lola's and is not bad at all. 
‘Tried it a couple of times and it worked! Re- 
member, when it comes to ensaymada and ev- 
erything else in life, patience and practice make 
perfect! 


Ensaymada Dough 
‘3 thsp active dry yeast 
1 thsp sugar 
Ya c warm water, 10°F 
Ina bowl mix yeast and sugar. Add water. Let 


HOCOLATE 
Eruption, 
imported by 
Fish & Co, 
trom Texas 
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Ri bly, yeast must be old or your water, too hot. In the best fish and 
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te 20 imio a al senson and favoring using herbs and spices, grand souces & favors, menu form 
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flour, and rush with butter, sprinkle with sugar and add procedures, standard serving portions, average % cost for trimmings & cooking of vegetables, fruit 
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$ Caterings for all occasion | ` -For inquiries, visit the Maya Kitchen (Tuesdays thru Saturdays) at 6th floor, Liberty 
if you must | 


Tel. 669 81 7.65847 79 


| Building, A. Araiz Ave. (Pasay Road), Makati City or call tel. 892-1185 or 892-5011 
|E wen groongiobalgourmet com 


loc. 108; or e-mail us at mkitchen@ultimate.info.com.ph_ 
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By Michaela Fenix 


will start in July but there was al- 
ready such a festive atmosphere 
at main dining centers last week. 

It could have been World Cup fever 
with games shown on huge screens, 
drawing expatriate crowds mostly to 
bars, Certainly, many food courts and 
restaurants were full. 

But the food fest is one of the Singa- 
pore Tourism Board's yearly program 
enticements. This year's poster ingredi- 
ent is the crab, so many activities are 
centered on the crustacean. 

If one has been to Singapore often 
‘enough, it is chili crab that comes to 
mind when Singapore food is men- 
tioned. During the festival, Singapore- 
ans will vote on the 10 best restaurants 
that serve chili crab. Foreign guests will 
get gift vouchers so they can sample the 
dish for free. Chefs will also compete 
for the best chili crab version to go with 
Tiger beer, a major sponsor. 

‘A press conference at the Orchard 
Hotel got a preview of those and other 
crab activities. Stalls gave samples of 
crab specialties. 

A buffet was filled with numerous 
ways with crab that was tempting but 
was also quite limiting. How can one 
eat crabs standing up using only one 
hand because the other hand held the 
crustacean? Putting the crabs in buns 
proved to be a practical way to eat 
those though not as satisfying. 

There were non-eating activities 
such as the crab dance and crab foot- 
ball. Entertaining but not as delicious. 


Wedding feast, too 

But there's more to Singaporean 
cooking than chili crab. So several pre- 
views were given through the four days 
of eating (and sampling the ongoing 
sale season). 

To highlight the multicultural nature 
of Singapore, a wedding feast was 
staged at the Pariss Café of the Marina 
Square. Featured were Malay, Indian, 
Chinese and Peranakan (Singaporean 
intermarriage of Chinese and Malay) 
dishes usually served at weddings, 

The Malays served chicken wings, 


T HE SINGAPORE FOOD FESTIVAL 


NEW INSTANT SOUPS 


view of 


i 


—— 
IEW of the crab buffet 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


LIFESTYLE 


PERANAKAN wedding dishes 


‘estival 


the Indians had their mutton, the Chi- 
nese started with a four seasons cold 
platter and the Peranakan cooked a 
pork stew with a kind of dark nut they 
said was called buah keluah. 

Cooking demonstrations, which will 
also be part of the festival, were done 
at The Kitchen Culture by publishing 
director and author Pauline Loh and 
Gina Choong, both of the local Food 
Magazine. Choong talked on and made 
Hakka rice wine. The resulting must or 
rice residue was used for Red Wine 
Chicken (Hongzhao Ji) cooked by Loh 
that day. 

The wine is made of glutinous rice 
and red yeast and is done by the 
Hakkas (a Chinese people without a 
home province and so are considered 
nomadic). Like our buro, novices may 
need time to appreciate this Hakka her- 
itage recipe. 


New dish 

Ali Singapore Food Festivals have a 
“new dish creation” competition. We 
were brought to Peony Jade at the 
Clark Quay to sample the best seafood 
in the ethnic Chinese category, Singa 
Lobster in Golden Coconut. The Fil- 


MAXWELL CHICKEN: The remains of several Hainanese chicken orders at the 


Maxwell Market. 
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To be held July 1-31, the event 


this year will have the crab 
for main ingredient 


the Singapore 


CRAB BUNS: The more practical way to eat crab is in buns. 


ipino delegation smiled as one of the 
ingredients was the tumbong, a small 
ball of coconut that grows occasionally 
inside the shell. It created quite a stir 
with guests who didn’t know what it 
was. 

Executive chef Cheah Kok Lai knew 
his stuff and proved to all of us he de- 
served the award given at the press 
conference. 

We skipped one breakfast at our ho- 
tel so we could taste at Toastbox the 
Singaporeans’ preferences for their 
first meal of the day. The place (a 
BreadTalk company) is known for its 
bread toppings, such as the pork floss 
(maho) accompanied by soft-boiled 
egg that has to be taken with ground 
pepper. But there was also otak otak 
(Gish cake) paired with nasi lemak, rice 
cooked with coconut milk served with a 
chili sauce and dried fish and wrapped 
in banana leaf. Coffee and tea were 
both taken with condensed milk, the 
ritual of pouring the milk done expertly 
behind the counter, 

No tourist destination escapes the 
food festival program. Even the Night 
Safari has its own Gourmet Safari Ex- 
press. Participants that evening might 
have drunk too much of the Singapore 
Sling served for cocktails as they asked 
guides if they were to be the gourmet 
meal for the wildlife they were about to 
see. 

A special train was brought in 
dressed in zebra prints and with built- 
in tables. As the train rolled, appetizers 
of rojak, fruits and vegetables with 
peanut sauce and crabmeats fritters, 
dried cuttlefish and salmon sashimi 
were served. Midway through the tour, 
the train stopped at a kitchen station 
where the rest of our meal was served 
—satay, soup of chicken and abalone 
served kuh the style (boiled), 
Hainanese chicken rice and a dessert of 
white fungus, Peranakan cakes and a 
pineapple tart. 


Organic surprise 

‘The most surprising tour was at the 
Organic Farm which we thought 
wouldn't exist because of Singapore's 
very small land area. But there are 
farms out of the city past cemeteri 


and the army training camp. We got a 
lecture on the merits of not using pesti- 
cides for growing vegetables. The diffi- 
culty of going organic hasn't fazed the 
proprietor, Evelyn Eng Lim and her, 
husband. P 

We walked with her around the 
rather small farm, surprised that one. 
could eat the decorative ginger flower. 
Roxana Vasanwala gave a demo on how 
to make salad out of the farm produce. 

Singapore cuisine will not be cont4 
plete without the hawker food sites, 
designated places for cooking and sell» 
ing what used to be street food. At the, 
Maxwell Food Center, a buffet of f 
vorite dishes is an everyday happening. 
Everything is cooked on site and what 
could be better? 3 

Its counterpart, the Newton Food, 
Center, is moving back to its renovated 
site in time for the Food Festival. It's a 
great place not only to know and eat, 
authentic and cheap Singaporean fare. 
but also to meet characters such as the 
barkers who call you to eat at their 
stalls, the cooks who show off their ex: 
pertise and the owners who are always 
voluble and, hence, good interview 
subjects. 

Perhaps the latest and also quite a 
new touch to Singapore's night life is 
Crazy Horse, the show of French fe- 
male nude dancers, a concept brought 
from Paris. 

We had an early dinner of Continen- 
tal cuisine at the restaurant, an opulent 
dining place with chandeliers and deep 
red interiors, to catch the 8 p.m. show. 
We were told we really needn't see the 
show but could just dine or wine at the 
Lounge. We were all intrigued by one 
name in the roster of Crazy Horse 
dancers, "Magandang Bulaklak.” Who 
could that be as we were told there had 
been no Asian dancers? 

‘We ended the preview with lunch at 
The StraitsKitchen of the Grand Hyatt, 
which was reviewed in the June 22 
“Country Cooking” column, Too bad 
my two favorites were not there—fish 
head curry and sotong, fried sweetened 
tiny squid. They could have rounded 
off that visit. 


Visit www.singaporefoodfestival.com. 


Asian-style dishes, rice cakes and cooking/baking basics 


‘Campbell’, which has been making soups for 125 years, has 
launched Campbell’ Instant Soups in economical, single-serve 
sachets, The instant soups are available in flavors such as Cream 
of Mushroom, Cream of Chicken and Cream of Corn. The new 22- 
‘gram economy packs are not only easy on the budget, but also 
easy to prepare. Just add hot water and stir. The soups are 
fortified with Vitamins BI, B2 and B3. They also contain essential 
minerals calcium and iron. Campbell's Instant Soups have no 
MSG (monosodium glutamate or vetsin) and are made with no 
preservatives. Campbell's Instant Soups are avallable at 7-Eleven 


Stores, 


4 


Halal cooking 

Discover Halal cooking through Maya Kitchen. 
July 8, 9a.m.-1 p.m.—Chicken Biryani, Kot 
Shies Kabab, Pulao, Carahl Chicken, Gormah. 
Also includes sourcing of Halal ingredients. Ju- 
ly 1, 9a.m.-t p.m, Japanese Cooking—includ- 
ing Miso soup, Mixed Tem- 

pura, Kamameshi, Assorted; 
Sushi and Sashimi and 
‘Suklyakl. July 15, 9 a.m.-1 
p.m.. ttallan Sampler—in- 
cluding Lasagna, Cannelloni, Ravioil, Car- 
onara, Oglio Olio, Puttanesca and Homemade 
Fresh Pasta. "Basie Culinary” will be taught Ju- 
ly 4-7. “Fundamentals of Bakery Production,” 9 
ami p.m., July 14-14, cavers standard bak- 
ing techniques, etc. “Advanced Cooking,” 2-6 
p.m., July 11-14, wil Include seasoning and 
flavoring, grand sauces and flavors, menu 
forms and functions, etc. Visit the Maya 
Kitchen (Tuesday-Saturday). 8/ Liberty Bidg., 
A. Arnaiz Ave. (formerly Pasay Road), Makati 


£ CLASSES 


City. Cali 8921185 or 8925011 local 108; or e- 


mail mkitchen@ultimate.info.com.ph 


Asian rice cakes 

‘The Regole Aspiras Schoo! of Culinary Arts will 
conduct the following classes: June 30—Asian 
Rice Cakes: Kakanin 2—Kelepon, Coconut Rico 
Balls; Sticky Rice Cake in Brown 
Sugar Sauce; Thal Tha-Ko; Thal 
Sticky Rice and Mango; Khanom 
Chan; Karaoka. July 1—My Best 
Roasts Yet : Succulent Prime Rib of 
Beet and Pork, sauces, salad bar, sides and 
dessert. July 3—More of My Lola's Recipes: 
Chicken Relleno Soup, Bulalo, Pork Asado, 
Kaldereta, Lengua Estofada, Lola's Flan de Cal- 
abasa, Cassava Cake. July 5—Easy Entertaining 
with Wellington: Classic Beet Wellington with 
sauces (Bernaise, Mushroom and Madeira), Pork 
Wellington with Applesauce and Caramelized 
Squash, Lamb Wellington, Chicken and Spinach 
‘Wellington, Delicious Seafood Wellington. Cali 
9289296, 9273008, 6335162. 


Cake workshops 

Dorothy's Cooking Schoo! will hold a Birthday 
Cake Workshop, duly 3-5; and Fondant Cakes In 
Miniature Workshop, July 10-12. The birthday 
take workshop wil emphasize elegant and fancy 
cake borders while fondant cake class will focus- 
on lagant cake decorating, Dorothy's Cooking 
Schoo! is owned by culinary expert Dorothy MI 
Ferrera. Gall 7217735, 7217749 and 4167968. 


Seminars on food business 
Registration is ongoing for ProActive Center's July 
Seminars on "Managing a Restauran/Canteen Serl- 
nar-Workshop” and "Managing a Catering Business 
Workshop." Call 6673369 or 0915-4315375. 


Thai food fest 

Festival Supermall presents Thal Food Festival June 
30-July 2, at the Carousel Court on the second level, 
Proceeds of "A Delightful Day in Thalland,” will go 
tothe Munting Kalinga Foundation and Muntinlupa 
Day Care Conter. Cali 85035 14. 
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WYNN Wynn Ong explains her Burmese 
spread. 


A table recalling Old Mandalay 


From page C4 
show up in the cooking. 

‘That evening, we had four different cur- 
ries, pointing to Indian influence since Burma 
used to be a province of India, although the 
flavors were also similar to Thai curries (the 
two countries are historical enemies). 

There was traditional beef curry (a me tha 
Kin) with crisp shallots. There was northern 
red pork curry (wek thani hin). The fish had 
brown curry (nga tha lauk). Really delicious, 
and worth going back for seconds, was the 
eggplant curry with dried prawn powder. 

If anyone cared to look at my plate, it was 
an artist’s palette with smudges of yellow, 
brown, red and orange, and an oily green 
piece. 

The dishes said something about 
Burmese cooking as well as most Southeast 
Asian cuisine. First, if a dish has no sauce 
there should be a dipping sauce. For in- 
stance, the appetizers on long trays, sayote 
ahd abalone mushroom fritters, had a dip 
that everyone raved about—a mixture of 
roasted chili, garlic and coriander sauce. 
Second, salads are taken with the main 
courses to enhance and complement fla- 
vors. Third, some form of condiment should 
be present. 


Must-have 

This is why no Burmese meal is complete 
without the balachan. But, although each 
table had the bal- 
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Where to find organic markets 


SUNDAYS, 7 A.M.-3 PM.: Legaspi Sunday Center, in front of Corte de las Palmas and 

Market, behind Corinthian Plaza, Paseode beside Commerce Avenue 

Roxas corner Gamboa Street, near AIM. Everyday: Rustan's Supermarket 
‘Thursdays, 7 .m.-12nn: Alabang Town branches at Rockwell and Makati 


‘THE BALACHAN must be present in every Burmese meal and is akin 
to bagoong alamang. 


said she would have done the squid cakes her- imi ji 
rae masae raa eae Similarities 
cause I couldn't even do that if my life de- 
pended on it. 

There was the familiar green mango with 
shredded dried shrimp and roasted peanuts į 
and the unfamiliar ginger salad that had very influences 
little tang. 

We ended our meal with a coconut pan- 
dan gelatin dessert that was like the Thai 
takoh and Filipino sapin-sapin. The other, a 
strawberry soup, was certainly not akin to 
any Southeast Asian cooking. But our host- 
ess explained it was an Indian dessert, the 
faluda. 

At a recent potluck dinner, Wynn Wynn 
brought something that Filipinos could cer- 
tainly identify with—roasted pork or wek 
khauk kin (don't pronounce the last “k”, she 
instructed). While she called it the Burmese 


to and 


by its 
neighbors 
show up 

in Burmese 
cooking 
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lechon, what was used was bone-in liempo 


(pork belly). Flavoring was just rock salt and 
dayap (local lime) to remove any lansa (un- 
savory smell and taste). The pork was then 
roasted in very low heat. At the last phase of 
cooking, heat should be high. 

To illustrate, she said that three kilos of 
meat required three hours low heat and two 
hours high heat. So the more than three kilos 
she brought for dinner, she said, took her all 
day todo. 

‘Again, Wynn Wynn looked none the worse 
forit. 


achan, it was easy to 
overlook it if you 
didn't know what it 
was because the col- 
ors blended with the 
containers 

Balachan is a 
condiment made 
With chilis, tamarind 
and dried shrimp 
mixed and pounded 
together, fried in 
peanut oil. More chili 
and then garlic and 
onions are added. 

Taken by itself, 
which we did just to 
get the essence of 
Burmese eating, it is 
very much like our 
bagoong, only drier 
and not as salty. And, 
recalling that the 
recipe says dried 
shrimp, it is the hibe, 
of course, that makes 
itricher (consequent- 
ly more expensive) 
than the shrimp fries 
of our alamang ba- 
goong. 

Wynn Wynn urged 
us to start from the 
salad side for which 
she made three 
kinds. There was the 
filling combination 
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Biggest Bodega Sale of the Year 


SALE! 


* Disney, Sanrio, Barbie, Spiderman gifts & 
novelties - Save up to 40% 

*LYRA Art Materials - Save up to 25% 

+ merit School Supplies - Save up to 25% 
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Muntinlupa Factory Outlet 
8% Samson Road Comer MPL Road Sucat, 
‘Muntinlupa City 

Tel: 842-1620 


Binondo Showroom 
435-437 ET. Yuchenco (formerly Nueva St] 
cor. Savino Padilla St, Binondo 

Tel: 243-8373 « 2138075 


of cucumber and 


squid cake with 
sesame. Our hostess 
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Caloocan 
129 Rizal Ave. Ext. Grace Park Cal. City 


Tel: 364-5011 t044 
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Cay ler P33 2070 31+ anong arne Depat Zapote Road, Matos it 771-161 Aner peru, Loval 2. Pasay od. Matat Cay * Eba Swans Gapan, Olongapo 


r 20 years of serving Filipinos with quality cookers, 
hobs, ovens, range hoods. 


over 1,000,000 satisfied Elba users worldwide. 


This is our Legacy. 


ELBA 


COOKERS FROM ITALY 


AVAILABLE AT THE FOLLOWING LEADING APPLIANCE STORES: 


ceum ABENSON  futematic 


APORT CENTRE 


@ WESTERN 


10451981 3257 < Eba showroom Cob, B88 Winer Bil -AC Carer Ava., Mandou Cany, Cebu Tal 1032) 344-5140 
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The Fun Begins 
on June 30! 


ae 
4th Level: TA Cuien 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER ~ 


LIFESTYLE 


A table recalling Old Mandalay 


THURSDAY, JUNE 29, 2006 


NCOURAGED BY HOW 
E readers liked the connec- 
tion between our sinigang 
and the Malaysian singgang, 1 
searched through my Southeast 
Asian eating experience and 
ĉame up with our Burmese din- 
ner cooked by Wynn Wynn Ong. 
? On the evening of our “Dinner 
Old Mandalay,” Wynn Wynn's 


cook was absent so she had to 
prepare everything by her- 
self—16 dishes. She certainly 
looked none the worse after that 
seeming ordeal, as she appeared 
in a spiffy black number with a 
jeweled pin that was no doubt her 
own creation (Naga jewelry) 


COUNTRY 
COOKING 


But like all hostesses who have 
to see to dinner details, the ten- 
sion was still there. 

Wynn Wynn is Burmese but 
she moved here at a young age. 
This is why she has Filipino food 
memories such as guava jelly and 
butter pressed between two 
Skyflakes crackers. 

"To her and to many of us, too, 


FRITTERS of sayote with a di 
coriander sauce 


art is when the jelly and 

ix starts oozing from the 
pinholes and we start licking the 
outer part of the crackers. 

And, like many Filipinos, Spam 
is her comfort food. For the book- 
let “Comforting Cuisine” (IWFS 
Manila Ladies Branch, 2003), she 
specified that she preferred it 
“caramelized, hot and crisp 
around the edg 

That essay also talked of her 
childhood in Austria where she 
learned to love potatoes in any 
form. Still, she remains Burmese 
at heart and goes back to 
homeland when she can. 

We experienced Mandalay 

in the way the table 


ing mixture of roasted chili, garlicand 


set. The dominant colors 
were red and black, especially in 
the lacquered containers. 

Wynn Wynn pointed to the ros- 
es, a mixture of red and saffron, 
the colors of the Burmese flag, 
she told us. She was lucky that 
the colors were available at her 
bargain flower shop, Dangwa in 
Manila, now better known as 
flower depot rather than bus sta- 
tion, 

Burma (she prefers the old 
name to the new one, Myanmar) 
is surrounded by several coun- 
tries. Similarities to its neighbors 
and influences by its neighbors 


ATABLE/CE 


yai Fe 
$ 


tracing cooking hobbyists wanting to learn more Innovative and not your Usual 


Discover it! 
Moments of endless fascination. 


Mapes ECA Manila now offers varous CREATIVE and RECREATIONAL one-day 
COURSES that wil ignite your cuimary senses. 


sigueness ies on its location, the Araneta Centers Farmers Market, A first of 
Sine our ehel Instructors wili ide youn shopping for the right Ingredients within the 
Market snd return tothe schocl to prepare ali those sumptuous recipe 


Schedule of Classes: July 8 - August 14, 2006 


Every minute is a moment to 
treasure as we celebrate 
2006 Discover Hong Kong 
Year. Cherish the experience 
of a Metime with a world of 
fascinating new attractions 
and festive mega: events. 


Unveil the magic of Disney at 
the all new Hong Kong 
Disneyland and immerse 
yourself in the glorious 
beauty of 

rature atthe 

Hong Kong 

Wetland 
Parke Your journey 

of enlightenment 
begins at Ngong Ping 360 
with a cable car ride that wil 
sire you a dezting portrait of 
the South China Sea and the 


Digital IXUS 750 


+71 megapixeis 
12.5” LCD screen 
+ 3x optical zoom 
+ 12x combined digital 


+5.0 megapixels 
+ 4x opticat zoom 
+ 16x combined digital 


Canon Marketing (Pi 
2F Marvin Plaza. 2153 OF 
Tel: 884-9000 - Fax: 810-9797 


ve cor: V.A. Rufino St 
ph wwrw.cangn. com. ph 


makati City 


‘awe-inspiring magnificence of 
the Giant Buddha. The 
celebration is immense. Youl 
bbe thriled with every moment 
of discovery! 


‘And you'l find plenty more 
excitement from this 
enchanting city, Indulge 


io Ho 


Powershot A610. Powershot A620 
COZ 


«7.1 megapixels 
«4x optical zoomi 
+ 16x combined digital 


zoom zm zoom 
+15 shooting modes Ey des angle (CD im angie LCD 


forever! For 
information, please visit, 


Powershot S80 


0 megapixels 

* 3.6 optical 200m 

‘+ 14x combined digital 
200m 

=2.5” LCD screen 

+ Built in 28mm wide 
angle ters 

1.8 shots per second 
‘Optional converter lens 
and high power flash 


(forerers aktet Tour and 
cating as iy 


“American idoi (American Augun 4, 


“kulang Sa Pansit ctraditional 


ewe in the Kitchen? korean 


“Pinoy Ako Dessert Eon 
iPilahe Seneng ane 
Sree bly 21, August 10 


“Kidang Asa Mealy 
Socks fora) ay 15 


aneng 
Src Seafoods! ily 21 


Teura 


UMeeterancan case) 
Saye: August s = 


“chicken Poatey 101) 
Sy ieouy so” “atore Than 
Extra Soup Po" (Bisque, 

Sondes Cream bares, 
apogei duty 1, Su 30 


inns Chcken 10i Ja 7 


“my Guay (Sl 


meverRosst” ugut tt" 
Temptation isian" (varous 
Ghetia reat July 23. 
oust 


Tay Rogue = 


“Pith Tayor Cooking with 
FR 


“Goodbye Deliveries? (Pizza 
Matinal Sly 1 Jy 31 


{Various Paste Oo 


“creat Wall of Farmers 
Mornot(ainese Conine) 


“plea Pen aap." 
Eau 1 Rogen 


“automaker Sus Making) 
raant” 


~The Coconut Nut” (Cooking 
‘ih Coconut ly 23. 
Augustia s 


"Top of the Worte" 
[Bee ree Cornos with Rice 
Soppings Jay 24 August 13 


vietnam Ris" (Vietnamese 
Cer 
Say Be, august 13 * 


ica Pie Atbp: 2" (Cock 


mon ng Kampeon” (Ham 
singh Say TS August È 


“toy isin (Brunch ane 


Pace o 
Sickest Cookery uy 13, 


agus 


Recipes uly 20 August 


“TegelOonerte fuck 


andang! course ree 


RUSION 


her ATime 
Faerie Garen Sly 20, 


Mia kuguna a 


Branches) 
Satya August 14 


we stole the Coo 

From ine Cookie 
Csokis ana 
jos Monee) 

aly 25, Rugust 14 


+ Course includes Formers Market Tour 


hp! 980 per one-day course, 
eZipe handouts, Teques. and apron 


se ond schedules ore subject to chonge without prior nati 
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Powershot $2 IS 
PA 1.668, mo 


*5,0 megapixels 

+ 12x optical zoom with 
Optical Image Stabilizer 

‘+ 48x digital zoom 

+ 1.8" vari-angle LCD 

+ Ocm macro shooting 

+ 18 shooting modes 

+ Manual focusing 

+ Automatic pop up flash 


(Om inerent wae it many mits on deterred changes are pd 1! 


Delighting You Always 


Selphy CP710 


Compact Photo Printer ‘i 


« Built-in memory card 
reader for SD/CF/MMC 
memory cards 

+ 1.5" LCD screen for 
monitoring 

+ Prints directly from any 
Pictbridge compatible 
digital camera or video 
camcorder 


